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CHAPTER I. 



THE VAGABOND CONCLUDES HIS 
STORY THE EFFECTS OF REFORM- 
ATION IN A COUNTRY PARISH 

THE vagabond's REASONS IN FA- 
. VOUR OF SEDUCTION. 

On the following day I flopped a 
poft-chaife in a crofs road, which con- 
tained two ladies, and was driven by a 
Vou II. B lad. 



2 THE VAGABOND. 

lad. One of the women fainted away, 
and the other was exceffively frighten- 
ed. I took nothing but her purfe, 
informing her, that Ihe miftook, if Ihe 
fuppofed me a common robber; for, 
though I was willing to equalife pro- 
perty, I did not wifli to monopolife. 
So faying, I quitted her, that (he might 
aflPift her infeniible companion. 

I could not but execrate the whole 
fyftem of female education, which thus 
enervates the human body ; it being an 
eternal fadt, that were women educated 
to all the exercifes of men, and, as my 
dear Mary ufed to'fay, fo mingled with 
the world, that every a£iion would be 
performed promifcuoufly, (fex out of 
the queftion) we fhould not have women 
fainting on fudden emergencies, and as 
imbecile as infants. 

What a glorious thing would it be, 

if the whole female fex would emanci- 

3 P^te. 
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pate tbemfelves from tbofe tyrants the 
mePi. and enter equally into every con- 
cern of life ! We fliould then no longer 
adiQire % beautiful idiot^ but value 
them according to their mental chjarms 
and perfonal prowefs. It wpuld alfp 
be a very great advantage in the 
article of love, it being no inconfider- 
able trouble to a philofophical mind to 
bend to all the frivolities of declaring 
a paffion. 

By the exertions of my independent 
principje$3 I acquired a fufficient fub- 
(iftence; but I always made it a rule 
never to put in niy claim to a part of 
the univerf^l flock, till neceffity (which 
has no law) in fome fort compelled me. 
It Mras on qne of thofe oqcafions I had 
the good fortune to meet with you, and 
I only l^iment that the iipmortal Stupeo 
was killed vith st mufket bullet. 

* I lament too,* faid Do3or Alogos ; 
B 2 M fhould 
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* I fhould have deUghted in the con- 
vcrfation df fo great a man, who has 
introduced fo enlightened a pupil to the 
world. But iet us now retire to reft; 
the clock has ftruck three, and to- 
morrow we will difcourfe further/ So 
faying, they feparated for the night : 
Frederick rejoicing that he had at 
length found a man illuminated with 
the irradiating principles of the new 
philofophy; which he the more won- 
dered at, conGdering the Doftor's 
property^ for hie had found the pupils 
of the new fchool, in general, a little 
flibrt in financial affairs. 

The next morning the company met 
to breakfaft. Laura was extremely 
lovely^ and the eyes of the^piilofophjer 
frequently repeated the obfervation. 
Sufan fat down familiarly to breakfaft 
)vith them; and the -luxu-ry of the 
times was ably defcanted upqp. 

2 Tea 
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Tea and chocolate, new bread and 
frclh butter, with a reliQi of cold ham 
and eggs, compofed the breakfaft o( 
thefe pra3ical philofophers. 

* Luxury,* cried Doftor Alogos at 
every mouthful, * will be the bane of 
this country 5 every thing rifes to fo 
enormous a price, that a poor man 
cannot abfolutely get an exiftence ; we 
ikall be ftarved!' 

* 'Tis a dreadful thing to think^of it,* 
fiud Frederic; • I have often con- 
fidered what could occaGon fuch a 
rife in meat, for inftance; formerly 
we ufed to have the bed beef at one 
penny a pound, and now it is fix^ 
pence.* 

' ^^ I Spprehend,*^ faid Laura, • that 
there are two reafons : the increafed 
confumption, and the increafed quan- 
tity of money. Formerly, 1i farmer, 
B 3 before 



£ THE VAGABOND. 

before he killed an ox, had to contra^ 
with fo many families as could purchafe 
the whole, not being able to place a 
dependance en chance cullom ; a fa£l 
that mud give the lie to the tales of 
fome people, who would make us 
believe that day-hbourers fed upon 
roaftfed beef.* 

^ y oil Afe a little pehrerfe jade/ faid 
the Dodor, * to dare contradift a mail 
like me. Pray, how fhould you know 
what il'fed to be, ^hd have hot yet feen 
eighteen fiimmers P-^— Vdu ire a moth in 
the creation yet. I irifift upon it thai otir 
|)earahts are ftarved artd famifii^d :-i— Are 
riot potatoes arid bacon half their fup- 
port ?— AnfWet that/ 

The Doftor enjoyed the triymph of 
rhetoric over common fenfe ; bat Laura, 
with becoming deference, replied, that 
it might be true, but that was even 
belter than fldmmed milk and oat- 
meal 
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ineal catke, which wats fotmerly the ge- 
neral foody with a change of barley and 
ty^. * The pepple of England, then,' 
faid lh6, * were fubjeft to leprofy and 
cutaneous dtfeafes, which have vanifhed 
fincfe the introduQion of tea. I grant 
thkt they live hard; but it is what they 
have ev^r done; and were it poffiblc 
for them to fee the peafants of other 
countries, they would rejoice at being 
people of England, Not to mention 
the powers bf life and death, poirefled 
by mbft landed gentlemen ort tlfe Con- 
tiilcfM, let tis look at the Eaftern na- 
tiom, ^vhoTe lower orders live upon 
nothihg but ricci and particularly the 
Chinefe, fuppofed, in the Annual Re-^ 
gift^r for 1789, to contain two him^ 
ired fhilliohs of pbople> whbfe lower or- 
xief$i irt-lahd, tafte nofhing but rice 
^nd water, and on the fea-cdaft a lit- 
tle fifh.' 

B^ ♦Rice 
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' Rice and fi(h ! ' faid the Doaor, * I 
am perfuaded they are both primitive 
difhes. Rice is the food of more tjian 
half the human fpecies, and favages 
on the fea-coafts univerfaUy eat fi8i^. I 
am determined my table (hall be fur- 
nifhed with thefe produClions of all- 
provident nature ; and fuppofe, for the 
fecond courfe, you give \is^ a brace of 
roaft capons and a few tartlets.' 

* For my part/ faid Frederick, lay- 
ing a flici of ham on his bread and* 
butler, and putting three lumps of fugar 
into his cup of chocolate, * it is tome 
a matter of the greateft indifference 
what I eat ; I eat merely becaufe it is 
right to eat for the keeping our bodies 
in order. A family phyfician proves, 
that one half the neceflity of eating is 
to dillend the imeftines; for which 
purpofe, any farinaceous pafte is fuf- 
ficient; and I have an intention to 

try 
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try a pudding of marble flour t for, if 
this proves true, what greiskt exploits may 
be performed without the trouble of 
carrying bread ! * 

* For heJirVen's fake!* faid Laura, 
laughing, * forego the experiment, or 
the images of Jupiter and Juno, in the 
garden, will be made into hafty-pud- * 
ding; and the arm of Venus will have 
as much teipptation as an haunch of 
venifon.' 

After breakfaft, the Doftor requeft- 
ed Frederick to walk in his garden, 
and help him to weed fome beds of 
herbs. 

• Do you think,* faid Frederick, * af- 
ter what I have told you, that I will de- 
grade my dignity by a menial emplby? 
that I will become a Have to till tb^ 

ground ?' 

B 5 * No,* 



* No/ r6f hed the Doftor j * you «re « 
philofophW: Ido not propofe to you any 
Tuch thing; but hu(bandry is a pritnitivtf 
art, and no difgrace when priSifed for 
exercife. I proppfe that we (hall live 
togetiier Oil a footing of equality^ and 
that we (hall endeavour t6 enHghteh 
the 'people in bur neighbourhood, ercft- 
Tng to ourfelves a Ihtle republic* 

> The idea is gra^d and tkAIc/ 
cried Frederick : * had we Stupeo here, 
his whole foul would enter into the 
fobjeS. Let us begin this vefy day — ■• 
only let me 6bferVe, I will bfe entirely 
independent.' 

' Of courfe/ faid the Doftor.— ^ 
* Though I very much fear we (hall 
never bring them to the ft^ndard of 
nature. Thi^ ifland is the (ink of 
ttavtry. Tile Very elements won't let 
the people go naHed like the Indians 

of 
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of America. What fhall wc do- firft 
towards bringing about the freedom of 
man ?' , 

* The firft great aflion to be per- 
formed, is to convince them of their 
wrongs— to fhew them they ought to 
govern the ftate ; and that^ if they do 
not recover their rights, they will be 
ftarved and eriflaved ; and that all dif- 
tinftiohs aire badges of tyrStnny, and not 
«1/rtif ds oF merit.* 

* But in that point,' faid the Doftorj, 
* it appears to me cheaper to beftow 
titles and ribbons than penfions — if 
there . \ver<5 ho titles, the penfion-lift 
rtiuft hicreafc/ 

« Andfappofe it did,* cried Frede- 
rick, • a*ft*t we going lo do away all 
profits and rewards ? Every man Ihould 
labout for the refulting good/ 

B 6 ' Right, 



V 
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* Right, right/ anfwcred the Doftor. 
' But ihould we not fay fometbing on 
the article of marriage ? We (hall never 
introduce real liberty till we can do 
away t^at Gothic barbarity. There's 
Sufan^ a good deferving creature, juft 
fuch another as Roufleau's Terefa : to 
own the truthj, we» that is, fhe and 
I You underftand me — but the opi- 
nions of the world have hitherto prc^ 
vented my living with her in a manner 
congenial to my wiifaes^ and as nature 
and reafon point out.' 

' Hear/ faid Frederick, * the fenti- 
ments of the great philofopher Stupeo : 
When the diftinQions of fociety Ihall 
be confounded, and men fiiall ceafe to 
appropriate a whole female to them* 
felves — tzuo men might eafily enjoy 
one woman, becaufe it would be her 
. company they defited, and the fenjwl 
gratification would be confidered as a 
triOe. Rcafonahle men will propagate 

their 
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their fpecies; not becaufe a certain 
pleafure is annexed to this a6lion, but 
becaufe it. is right the fpecies (faould 
be propagated, and the manner in which 
they exercife this function will be 
regulated by the diClates of reafon and 
duty. It cannot definitively be affirmed, 
in fuch a flate x)f fociety, who is the 
father of the child; but it is of no 
Qonfequence. I ought to prefer no 
human being to another becaufe that 
being is my father, my wife, or my 
fon*.» 

* What a glorious doftrine!' cried 
Alogos: * one might then have as many 
concubines and children as they could 
procure. This very realbn alone ought 
to make us deleft monarchical govern^ 
ment, where what is called facred en- 
gagements are obliged to be in fome 
fort preferved. I will, this very day, 

• Godwin's Political Jufticej 4to. page 852. 

tell 
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tell the world that I difregard its pre- 
judices^ and-Sufan (hall appear in her 
proper charaQer/ 

Poor Sufan, who was an ignorant, 
vulgar girl, was fo intoxicated with the 
elevation from the cookery, that fee 
refolved to exert the inborn Rights of 
Women, difdiiiriing any longer to ftiper* 
intend the kitchen ; and the DdQor 
frequently curfed fociety, which had 
introduced luxurious difhes. 

Mean-while thefe two great men 
exerted their endeavours to reform the 
parifhioners, and it Was not long before 
the excellent effefls of their doflrines 
became vifible. The churches, thofc 
-temples of prieftcraft and ignorance, 
werfe foon left without vifitors ;' and even 
the elocution of a popular preacher 
could not affemble an audience. ^ 

The two philofophers rejoiced at this 

dawn 
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dawn 6f reafoit> attd, the better to fprtad 
iht truth, ^reded a large barn into a 
Hall of Reafon, where they undertook 
aliernattely to rtead moral feftures/ — 
Frederick there clearly proved that 
all religion tvas the ofFapring of igno*- 
ranee, refuking from ideas, rhingled 
with impreffions, mingled with realities^ 
and thai the firft idea of a Deity was 
taken from ar howling wind on a ftormy 
night 5 fo thati if he did not convince, 
he confounded his h«arers. He, how^ 
ever, proved beyond a doubt^ that 
religion was not of the fmalleft benefit 
to mankind. * *Tis true,* ftid he, in 
one of his leftures, ' that nrchittElufe 
was firft carried beyond the unpoliflied 
beam, and the unfhapen ftone, by the 
enthufiafm of people to honour an un- 
known Deity; but could any thing J)e 
more abfurd than to raffe great ^iles 
of magnificence to. nobody knew who? 
And what wa« the xionfcquence ? Why, 

the 
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the great men then would have great 

houfes, and no longer live» as they ufed 

to do, in hovels of raud. 'Tis true 

that ajlronomy was firft ftudied for the 

fake of tracing the power of God in 

the creation; but what has been the 

refult ? We have learnt to traverfe the 

ocean, and fend people from Europe 

to tyrannife over the people of ^Wca. 

Religion indeed gave birth to all the 

arts andfcienceSy becaiife it was fuppofed 

the Architeft of worlds muft delight in 

grandeur, and every coftly ornament 

was deemed too little an ofFeririg to his 

abode. But, in my .opinion, this would 

better have been given to the ftarving 

poor— no doubt the priefts had their 

tithes out of it. (Here a loud burft 

of applaufe broke forth.) It is In vain 

to fay that monks have been the pre- 

fervers of literature; for, at the tinie 

they promoted it, they had no intention 

to benefit mankind, and it is the in- 

tendon 
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tcntion which makes the merit. You 
are toljd that religion teaches focial 
duties ; that it is wrong to injure your 
neighbour, for you fhall be hereafter 
punifhed. Who told you all this? 
A parcel of priefts, whom you pay to 
hold you in darknefs. Are you to be- 
lieve them, or I who inftruft you for 
nothing? I tell you then that there 
are no future rewards and puniftiments. 
I am certain no man can prove that 
there are-; and if you read the great 
book of Nature, it does not fay a word 
about iu That's the book you ought 
to ftudy, and burn your Bibles, if you 
would enjoy the world without thofe 
Ihocking reflexions about fire and brim- 
ftone/ 

Moral leftures like thefe could not 
but influence the minds of the country 
people, who wondered they had been To 
long impofed upon. The Curate was 
under the neceflity of fuing for the 

tithes^ 
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thhfes, ami the parfonage was threatctv 
fed with deftruQion. 

Corn had been dear and fcafcei oWing 
to a Weft feafon ; and to render it cheap, 
a mob of patriots burnt down f^v^ral 
ftacks and barns, for' wliith One waa^ 
hatiged, and three ttan^orted*. 

The Principles of Univerfai Equality, 
and The Catechifm of Natur^j the one 
written by F»ederick^ and the other by 
Do9»r AK)go»v^ were printed anci diftrr- 
buted gratis* The public-hoafes had 
each k club, where the newfpapers were 
fijibftribed'ibr, politics difcuffed, and ate 
confuihcd witfir genuine liberty; by which 
means ihofe heretofore-ignorant people 
became warm advocates for freedom, and 
declaimed about the*iborn reafon of the 
bumaniToul, till all reafon was fufpended 
in hilarity,, and the whole company le-^ 
felled to a ftatc of fwinijh equality. 

Thejr 
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They now cleariy perceived that the 
timei were the. Worft that ever Old 
England had witnefTed ; For they tvfer/ . 
day found thfcmfelves lefs able to main- 
tain their families ; and fo far from 
being capable to p^y their rents, they 
had fcarccly tnbniey fufficieht to fupport 
thfe cliib, 'on Virhich d4p*ehded the falva^ 
tion of their countty. 

In vain the geiitiferri^h of th^ f)iri(h 
endeavoured to (by lhi« torrent of phi^ 
lofophy. Man only requires to be told 
his rights t6 ktl6w them. The young, 
hieh, copying the fekirfjple of Dbftol- 
Alogos, wfere Hbt t6*be bubbled out of a< 
fee by the priefts, and the wives becamfe 
what is vulgarly called lazy ahd flov'eh- 
ly, but which, in the lahguigfe of refinfcd 
philofophy, is indep^dent. and fupferibfc 
to prejudice. 

Things ptbcfeeded thus admirably iti 
a paririi, where, but a little tinte tefore^ 

all 
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M had gone on in the old tracks where 
contented and ignorant families de- 
pended on their own labour, and were 
fo proud of the childilh title of Englifh- 
men, that they detefted a work^-houfe 
fo long a5 health and flrength remained. 
But now they faw clearly, that, accard- 
ing to the Rights > of Man, every one 
had a juft demand for fupport from the 
community after a certain age, and 
therefore ta work for a rainy day was 
as abfurd as it was old*. 

The poor-rates multiplied fo faft 
.upon thofe who ftill continued to fag- 
port the Gothic j)rejudices of their 
anceftors,, that feveral heretofore flou- 
rifhing families were obliged to quit the 
pari(b, and their farms remained un- 
occupied. 

Frederick, in the mean time, had 
endeavoured to cultivate the afFe£iions 
of jLaura j ^but though he gained upon 

her 
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her heart, her head refitted all the argu- 
ments of his philofophy. It was in vain 
he traduced the cuftom of 'marriage; 
fhe remained wedded to the bHhd prin- 
ciples in which fhe had been educated. 

* For/ faid (he, ' were I to become 
your companion, or that of any other 
man, when I (hall perhaps be fur- 
rounded with two or three children, a 
moment's difguft may leave me without 
a partner. Till it is the fafliion for 
men to maintain the children of others, 
no woman in her fenfes would permit 
the paffion of a man unmarried, be- 
caufe, though he could range and feleft 
another, fhe muft remain forlorn and 
abandoned.* 

^ The fuppofition,' faijd Frederick, 

* that I muft have a companion for 
life, is the refiilt of a complication of 
vices: it is the di£lat^ of cowardice, 
and not of fortitude : it flows from a 
defire of being loved and efteemed for 

fomething 
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fomething that i$ not 4efert. The 

inftitution of marriage is a fyftem of 

Jrqud, and men who carefully mi/lcad 

their judgments in the daily affairs of 

their life, will always have a crippled 

judginent in every other concern. — 

Msiiriage is law, and the worjl of all 

laws. Whatever*'- our un4erftandings 

may tell us of the perfon from whofe 

conneSion we Ihould derive the greateft 

improvement, of the worth of one 

woman^ and the demerits of another, 

we ^Tt obliged to confider what is law, 

and not what is jufltice. S^o long as I 

feck to engrofs one woman to vf^df^ and 

prohibit my neighbour from proving his 

fuperior deferts, and reaping the fruits 

of it, I am guilty of the mojl odious of all 

monopolies^.* 

* Do you wifh me/ faid Laura, * to 

* Afler fuch a fentence as this, which is in 
Godwin 8 Political Jufticc, 4to. page. 851, the reader 
will not accufe the author of exaggerating fa£b. 

fuppofc 
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fuppofe y^u fpeak ferioufly ? You arc 
dreaming, Frederick, or you are mad, 
or worfe. To fay nolhing of the 
Ttioral turpitude of fuch infamous and 
brothel doftrines, I (hovild like to 
know if there is one fingle republican 
in the kingdom, who, however he 
might wifli to indulg? him/elf in fuch 
licence, would permit his niother, hi? 
wife, his fitter, or his daughter, to 
live promifcuoufly like beads of the 
field?* 

* And are mep not by nature brutes, 
as the mighty Rouffeau has proved to a 
deroonftratiou ?' 

' Let us take it fo,' faid Laura with 
a fi§h : ' what will be the refult ? We 
fliould fee half a dozen throats cut for 
a pretty woman, for then the law would 
be no check on licentious appetites. 
But, Sir, reflea if what. I fay be not 
(rue. Your reformers in general arc 

men 
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men of broken fortune, fiery paflions^ 
or eccentric difpofitions. You would 
caft afide reftraint, becaufe you are too 
great tyrants yourfelves to fubmit to the 
government of others ; as, for inftance, 
DoQor Alogos was one of the heft 
.tempered, humane men in the world, 
till he took to thefe whims from the 
lofs of a law-fuit; and now, though he 
is always telling us we are (laves, and 
have as much right as the men to every 
freedom, yet, if every article in the 
houfe, to the fmalleft trifle, is not in 
cxaft order, we hear nothing but exe- 
crations, which once he was afraid to 
utten But, in the prefem cafe, I do 
fincerely believe, that thofe men who 
preach up promifcuous intercourfe of 
fex do it merely to cover their own de- 
praved defires, and avoid the ftigma of 
the world by rendering it common.* 

* I am very forry,' faid Frederick, 
^ that you argue as if you had never 

heard 
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heard the great doftrines of philofophy. 
Had you heard my Mary on this fub-. 
jeS! perfuafion hung upon her tongue, 
and the -felf-demonftrated axioms of 
moral fcience flowed from her lips, 
• It is difficult to recommend any 
thing to indifcriminate adoption, con- 
trary to the cftablifhed rules and pre- 
judices of mankind; but certainly no- 
thing can be fo ridiculous upon the 
face of it, or fo contrary to the gt^ 
nuinc march of fentiment, as to require 
the overflowing of the foul to wait up- 
on a ceremony, and that which, where- 
ever delicacy and imagination exift, is 
of all things moft facredly private, to 
blow a trumpet before it, and to re- 
cord the moment when it has arrived 
at its climax*/' 

« Excellent !V 

• Memoirs of Mrs. WoJdlftonecraft Godwin, 
A Democratic Review fays, my treatment of Mrs. 
Godwin, in thefe volumes, is brutal. If repeating 
verbatim her ownfentiments be brutality, then am 

Vol, n» C I guilty. 
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• £xcellem !* cried L,aura» breaking 
into a laugh ; ^ this is (beer bombaft, 
and putting into hyperbolic language 
what might have been faid in^fiInple 
words. Can any thing be more impu^ 
dent than for a woman to marry\ he- 
caufe by marrying (he tells the world 
that fbe has «conformed to its cuftoms 
in following the purpofe of her crea- 
tion? Whereas, if fhe defpifed all its 
rules, trampled down thofe barriers to 
lull, modefty, and morality, and be- 
came a proftitutCy fbe is modefi in ex- 
treme, becaufe flic did not tell the 
world before-hand flie was going to be 
ruined. With regard to the trumpet 
and the climax, it is not a praflice in our 
country, where marriages are frequent- 
ly performed with that decent fecrccy 
which eludes even the queftions of 
friendfliip.' 

I guilty. But if they mean that fuch fiintiments 
hratalife a woman^ I cannot helu that. 

3 * There 
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^ There is no reafoning with women/ 
cried Frederick in a pet ; * they have 
no fouls capable of receiving the new 
light of irradiating fcience, which is 
breaking through the mifts of fuper- 
ftition and ignorance. How few are 
like my Mary, free in thought and in 
a6tion ! She was a wonderful woman^ 
and defpifed the jefts of the world : 
ftie knew, that in reality there was 
no difference of fex in fouls, but 
that education made women fools and 
idiots.' 

* You have often,' faid Laura, * talked 
to me in this ftrain; you have told me 
that women are no otherwife inferior 
to men than by education; but to me 
there, appears an. humbling difference. — 
Have they not to bear and bring chil- 
dren into the world? Are they not 
then tied down to the routine of a 
nurfery ? Are not all their employ- 
C 2 ments 
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ments ncceflarily domeftic? And does 
not Nature fecm< to have pointed to 
this end in the difpofiiicm of their 
frame?— ^Men» in all countries, take 
upon them the ruder employments, and 
it is only an eccentrjc foul that would 
wifh, in the frenzy of imagination, to 
blend the fexes/ 

* But women, with their prefent weak-^ 
nefs of intellcity are not capable of teach- 
ing children their duties and rational 
philofophy.' 

\* I will quote you a paflage,' faid 
Laura, • from a droll book of reve- 
ries my uncle lately bought, called 
The Rights of Women. In page 148. 
I believe you will, find thefe words : — 
• The management of the temper, the 
firfl: and moll important branch of 
education, requires the fober^ Jleady eye 
of reajon: a plan of conduft -equally 

diftant 
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diftant from tyranny and indulgence. I 
have followed this train of reafoning 
much further, till I have concluded 
that a perfon of genius is tke mojl im^ 
proper pcrfoh to be employed in edu- 
cation^ either private or public/ From 
this quotation we may infer two con- 
clufions : — Firft» that a perfon of 
genius poffefles not the Jleady^ foher eye 
of reafon^ and therefore all your pre- 
tended philofophers, reformers, and 
men of profound genius, have not 
one jot of reafon, confequently are 
fools. Secondly, allowing women to 
be pretty idiots, they are the moft 
proper to give education, and the 
lefs genius they poffefs, the greater 
is their qualification: and indeed I 
might draw a third inference, that 
perfons writing palpable contradi6lions 
are unworthy notice on either fide.* 

* Oh ! • cried Frederick, ^' were the 

great Stupeo here, he would bring 

C 3 arguments 
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arguments that would incontrovertibly 
prove • 

* Prove what ?* faid Laura : ' prove 
himfelf a greater fool than his pupil.' 

• No/ crkd Frederick/ prove that 
yoi^ are the charroingeft pretty idiot in 
the world/ 

Thus the great copyift of one of 
the greatell philofophers that have 
glittered in the eighteenth century 
defcended from the pinnacle of intel- 
lea to tell a girl what her glaf^ told 
her every morning. But, as Voltaire 
has admirably proved, by a few argu- 
ments, in 'about a hundred different 
places, and RouGTeau demonftrated hy 
pra^ice with the idiot Terefa^ it is 
a faQ, that great heroes, great poets^ 
great philofophers, metaphyficians, and 
ballad, makers, have all become fools to 
pleafe fooUlb women;, 

^ CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IL 



XEASONS FOR PEOPLING THE WORLD 
-^SPECIMEN OF THE 5UBLXMK— 
THE CONSOLAXrONS OP PHILOSO- 
PHY IN DISAPPOINTMENT THE 

IMMUTABILITY* OF TRUTH. 

Frederick was difcompofed be- 
yond the dignity of a philofopher at the 
perverfenefs of Laura : he began almofl 
to think that, women were beings made 
exprefsly for the plcafures of men, a 
gilded toy, which a great metaphyfician 
C 4 and- 
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and philofopher might condefcend to 
play with when he quitted the Hall of 
Contemplation, and ventured from the 
paths of intelleftual rambling tothe grofs 
pavement of life. 

His mind was perpetually bent upon 
the great work of reformation, and the 
perfe^Slion of jurifprudence, except when 
he mufed upon the pretty lip of Laura^ 
which frequently dimpled with an in- 
imitable fmile, arid that fmile was not 
the vacant fmtle of cbildifhnefs — it 
was a fmile of meaning, expreflive of 
fome fine fenfation of mind, brightening 
the whole countenance, and lighting 
the eye with the intelligence of good 
fen'fe. ' 

' I know not,' faid he to himfelf, as he 
rambled over the fields, * what to make 
of this girl ; Ihe reafons as if (he bad 
reafon, but it is quite in the old ftyle. 
What is thfs love? What would my 

. dear 
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dear Stupeo define it ? A paffion^ that, 
like an optic glafs, inverts its objed. — 
Ah! now I am fatisfied Ihe does not 
in reality poflefs any good quality: it 
is my paffion which deceives me, and 
(be is no more an angel than the reft 
of her fex. ^All her virtues are only 
like colours iii objeQs, merely rays pref- 
fed in different angles upon the eye. 
She herfelf is a blanks a mere white 
fiieet of paper ; and it remains for me 
to damp upon her any charaQer l 
pleafe. As to beauty — what is beauty ? 
A{k a negro of Guinea what is beauty, 
the fupremely beautiful, the TqkxKo¥ 
(to kalon), he will anfwer you, a greafy 
black {kin, hollow . eyes, and a flat 
nofe. Confuk the philofophers, they 
will tell you fome unintelligible jar-^ 
gon for anfwer — they muft have fome- 
thing correfpohdent to beauty in the 
abftraa/ 

C 5 Having 
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Having thus ufed the light of human 
reafon in rational argument, Frederick 
determined thai Laura moft and fboutd 
be his, not for his own fake, but for the 
promotion of freedom, and the fpnad 
of the truth. 

' It is the univerfal good and gfeateft 

refill ting benefit we are ever to have in 

view,' continued he: * all the great mea- 

of the eighteenth century teU us we 

muft not regard any contingeocies, thefe 

being only partial and unavoidable evils. 

It is plain the world muft be peopled; 

for if it is not peopled, we philofophers 

would have nobody to revolutionize, 

9gA reafon, and k>gic, and ignora&cc, 

would be tantamount to the fame. This 

then is the felf-demonflrated hypothecs: 

this then is the grand bafis to build 

ypon; and as att things depend upon 

peopling the world, it follows, that to. 

people the world is the moft meritorious 

adlion 
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aQkm of Ufe. But how am I to con- 
tribute to tbU greateft good, if Laura 
perfifts in her notions of matrimony? 
It is Snapoffibk. I ^fbould then Tur- 
render my freedom, and freedom is-^ 
even a greater good than life itfelf. 
Some middle-way mud be devifed % and* 
though I abhor giving pain to any 
creature under the heavens^ yet I muft'; 
not be deterred from peopling the 
worlds by the tears^ faintings^ and frql— 
tings of a woman who even does not 
know the great maxims of pbilofophy.^ 
What are tears? Mere bubbles of water 
emitted from a particular flimulus of^ 
the nerves of the eye: women have" 
weaker nerves than men, therefore; 
tears from them are more <rommon.rr-' 
As to fainting, that alfo depends on- 
weak nerves:— feme will faint at the 
fight of a rat. Well, I can't help the 
irratibility of the nervous fyftem: — A 
(farming idea indeed! that/ becaufe 
C 6 women 
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women have weak nerves, the world i& 
not to be peopled I Befides, am not I | 
a philafopher ? Yes : 1 have, and I \ 
will rrfc far above human nature.— j 
Have I not fedaced the miftrefs of '^ny j 
friend ? Have I not been the means 
of a pretty girl and her father perifhing 
in the flames? H>ve I not led a mob 
to born down the metropolis of Qrea^ 
Britain i^ Have I not induced a wife ta 
betray her hufband, which caufed his ! 
own and his children*&. death? Have I j 

not loft three teeth and half my little 
finger in the ca^fe of liberty? Have I 
not murdered my own mother? And 
ihall the te^rs and lamenting^ of a gitl 
prevent my marching forward in the 
high road of alUicradiating fcience and 
peoplii^g the world ?' 

^ O Pbilofophy !' how few can con«» 
template thy fublime aiid terrific fea<^ 
lures: thy feet ftand upon the poles of 

the 
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the world*— thy head U cin3ured round 
with nubilated exhalations, whofe vol- 
canic entrails emit thunderings and 
lightnings thai fcatter all exiftence a- 
round thee, and hecatombs of infidels 
and furdous tnen are reared or di£- 
perfed by the cataclyfma of thy fcieiv- 
tific fulmination^. When fhaU the ca^ 
tenas of mankind be decrepitated by 
the furnace of truths ignited by the 
belows of reafon? When (hall the 
ingannations of prejudice be delace^ 
rated, and the catachreftical reafonings 
of facinorous ariflocrats be difpanded 
by the zetetic fpirit of the eighteenth 
century*?' 

From this prodigious flight of the 
true fublime and unintelligible^ Fre-> 
derick fuddenly defcended to the con. 
fideratioh of more common adionr 
£mply, how he might promote the in<« 

♦ For the fake of the Engjyb reader, thcfc wonte 
way be found in Johnfon'^ Di^onaiy. 

creafe 
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ereafe of mankind. It appeared no 
very eafy talk to do away the qualrov 
of confciervce in a modeft girl, urvlcfs^ 
indeed be could prove to her that 
there was no fuch thing as confcience, 
which was a taCk of no great diffi<:ulty 
for a modern philofojAer to under- 
take. Another fmall refteftion occu- 
pied him, for he faw that he muft 
proceed upon the principles of de^ 
ceptioD,. and what then became of im- 
mutable tr^ih ? But, on weighing over 
the maxims of p&litical juJUit^ he founds 
thai deception was extremely moral m 
affairs of k>ve, aud he was more than- 
ever enamoured of the new phrlofopbyy. 
which feemed calculated for the comfort' 
of man. ' 

He began with Doftor Alogos, whont 
he foon convinced of the non-entity 
of confcience; that reafon was the only- 
guide to truths aud paflion the index to 
pleafur<e. Lauxa^ the blind prejudiced 

Laura^ 
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Laura, w^ not to be wrought uppn by 
the profoundnefs. of his reafonings and 
the ftibtihy of his logic. — '* Though I- 
feel myfelf unequal to anfwer you/ faid 
fhe, ' that by no means is an appro^^al 
of your arguments; for I well know 
that by argunientwe can neither prove 
nor refute many things which yet we 
feel to be or not to be. For inftance, 
you may teli me I am ten feet or only 
ten inches high ; that my £ght deceives 
me ; and ypu may confound me with 
arguments to prove your aflertion. But 
all thofe arguments will not change my 
opinion that I am only five feet high, 
]ioi[ will you perfuade me that I have 
no \:onfcience/ 

One fine glowing^ evenings when 
the country was yellowed over with 
harveft, and the birds chirped amongft 
the hedges, which were hung with 
ftalks of, loofe corn^ Frederick and 

Laura 



40 THE VAGABpKl>. 

Laura took a walk -to foxne diftance, 
and, as it is very natural, difcourfed on 
love by the way. 

Frederick exerted all his eloquence 
upon the ufual fubjed; but feeing that 
he made no imprefSon, he tranfided into 
the more natural language of common- 
place, fuch as has been the praftice of 
all lovers fince the flood, and fuch as 
will continue to win the hearts of the 
fair, till philofophy fliall introduce a 
new fet of ideas and fenfations. — * I 
will/ faid he, * charming Laura, adopt 
your fide of the queftion, foi: really 
metaphyfics do not altogether fatisfy 
the heart/ 

« Were you to forfake your wild 
opinions,* faid Laura, ** you would be- 
come an agreeable 'member of 'focieiy.* 

• It is you/ he replied, * who mufl: 

make 
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make me fo ; it is you I (hall look Hp 
to for inftru£lion; but remember the 
feiuiments of Rouffeau in his Eaiilius« 
If woman be formed to pleafe^ and be 
fubjeSed to man, it is her place doubt- 
Icfs to render herfelf agreeable to him 
inftead of challenging his paffion : the 
violence of his defires depends upon 
her charms ; it is by means of thefe 
flie (hould urge him to the exertion 
of thofe powers nature has given him. 
The mod fuccefsful method of exciting 
is to render fuch exertion neceflary 
by refinance, as in that cafe felf-love 
is added to. defire, and the one triumphs 
in the viSory which the other is obliged 
to acquire.* 

* Thefe fentiments were worthy a 
voluptuary,* replied Laura: ' they came^ 
no doubt, warm from the heart of 
Roufleau.* 

< Yes/ faid Frederick, ' from the 

author 
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author of Eloifa we fhould expeft flrong; 
expreffions, but they are ncverthelefs 
true. You have read, Laura, that 
charming romance. What did you 
feel at i\itfirjl kifs of love ? In a word, 
did not the whole performance fct your 
foul on fire ?' 

* No/ replied Laura; • I faw through 
the fophiftical jargon of rhapfodic Ian-- 
guage. 1 beheld only a man vi\io kept 
a mtlliner^ endeavouring to juftify his 
anions to the world by drawing a fiery 
pidure- totally untrue. Do you think 
there is a man in the world like Wol- 
map? And what was St. Preux but a 
precious fentinaental rafcal, who, under 
the fanSion of the moft fatred friend- 
fhip, plunde?^ a believing love-fick 
girl, and talks all the while about virtue 
and celeftial innocence?' 

Frederick found by this difcourfe 
^t be fliould not eafily contaminate 

the 
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the purity of her mind by the introduc- 
lion of voluptuous fubje3s» for he knew 
of no book more likely to introduce a 
defire of diflipation than the celebrated 
Eloifa of Rouffeau*: he therefore re* 
ibived to fupply his want of perfuafion 
by violence, beginning with thofe li- 
berties often allowed, till his paflions 
throwing him off his guard, he exerted 
that prowefs which men are endowed 
with for other purpofes; but here he 
was again deceived, Laiira not being 
one of thofe puny flips of fafhion which 
&rink from the touchy 

The philofopher was confounded at: 
a reiiftance be had not expe£kd from the 
delicate figure of the maid. He hung 
down his head in filent vexation, at her 
keen reproaches ; for Jhame he knew 
not^ unlefs it was in flopping fhort of 
his heroic and patriotic intentions. He 

* To this may now be added the Monk. 

propofed* 
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propofed, in a tone of voice nruch bcr- 
neath the dignity of manhood^ to ac- 
company her home^ but (he refufed his^ 
offer with fuperlative difdain^ 

He turned away ta philofophife, and 
call to bis aid the doctrines of Stupeo : 
ib chagrined was he at the difappotnt- 
ment, that he almofl refolved never 
again to prefent hinafelf before Doftor 
Alogos — but again he reflefled, that it 
was unworthy a great man tO' fioop to 
accidents, it being more in the order 
of Nature that accidents fiiould bend to 
them« 

As he walked forward^ wrapped in 
mujing melancholy^ a gleam of fatisfaftion 
darted acrofs his mind — * Why/ faid 
he, internally, * am I fo grieved at a 
trifling difappointraent ? — I, who am a 
being independent of the Univerfe,. in 
how few years will age deftroy the ap- 
petite . for pleafure, and I (hall then 

regret 
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» 

Tegret not having made more advantage 
of the fleeting moments. Did I bow 
down to the idols of prieftcraft, I might 
be deterred from many a&ions called 
trimes, by the dread of future punifh- 
ment; but it is the height of monkilh 
blindness to fuppofe there is any fuch 
thing as future punifhment, and I ani 
perfuaded, I am certain, half mankind 
do not give credit to fuch (hocking 
doarines, or it would be impolGble 
they could aft as they do. What law- 
yer would undertake a. wrong caufe ? 
What guardian would ruin the orphan 
under his care ? What wife would be- 
tray her Huiband? What fon would 
difobey his father ? What fsither would 
ruin his family with variety of excefs ? 
And what young man would, for the 
pleafure of half an hour, cajole, with 
falfe oaths and profeffions, a fair, be- 
lieving, tender-hearted girl into a mi-^ 
fery that can end only with her life ?— • 
No; I an^ certain, if people believed 

any 
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arty thing^ of revealed religion, none of 
this could happen. Then fliall / be 
trammelled by fuch confiderations ? O 
Philofophy ! divine light of the foul ! 
thy confolations never fail in the hour 
of diftrefs. Beware, fays St.- Paul, 
left men fpoil you through philofophy 
and vain deceit ; but Paul was an 
, old woman, Paul knew nothing of eter- 
nal Jleep.* 

Haying thus confirmed his mind in 
thefe delegable principles, he felt re- 
affurcd to h*is purpofe, and inclined his 
thoughts to fuggeft the means of fub- 
duing Laura. 

Laura informed her uncle of the 
great defigns of the vagabond philofo- 
pher; but that difciple of the new 
fchool only coolly bid her be cautious, 
for nothing in nature could be more 
natural. 

Frederick 
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Frederick was furprifcd to find^the 
DoSor in good fpirits; and no hint 
being dropped concerning his recent at« 
tempt, he already concluded Laura in 
his poffeffion. He retired early to bed 
to digeft his plan ; and not being able 
10 fleep, be tumbled about tili mid- 
night, when he was alarmed with a 
grating noife at the window beneath 
him. He liftened, and fancying he 
heard footfteps, arofe, and was proceed- 
ing down ftairs with a poker in his hand, 
when two men afcending, prefented pif- 
tols at him, with threats of inftant death, 
if he alarmed the houfe. 

* Am I to be deterred from fpeaking 
the truth ?* faid Frederick : * a truly 
virtuous man will proclaim the truth, 
amidft an hoft of foes.* 

* D — ^n iny glims/ faid one of the 
ruffians, * you are a run* quiz j but I 
fuppofe he's dreaming/ 

' If 
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• If you will tell truth/ faid the 
other, * tell us where the old codger 
hides bis ca(h.' 

* Truth,* replied Frederick, ' is in- 
variable: the great Stupeo declared 
that no circumftance could change its 
effefts, and . that it muft be fpoken at 
all times/ 

* Well, out with it then, and no 
qualms/ 

* In love/ continued Frederick, with 
fangjroid^ * we may conceal the truth, 

becaufe it is an allowable deception to 
deceive a girl to her, own benefit, and 
the augmentation of mankind. But, 
for the fake of wealth, drofs, trafli, 
rubbiJh • 

* D — e,' cried the firft, « you are a 

devilifh run* one : only tell us where 

we may find the rubbiQi, and iefs of 

the gab/ 

This 
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« This rubbifli/ cried Frederick 
• the bane of fociety, the caufe of all 
unnatural accumulations, of all the 
miferies of fufFering man ;^ what h 
this to truth, eternal and immutable 
truth?' 

* Blow his brains out,' faid the rob« 
ber, * if he donH inftantly tell us where 
thepoffibles be.* 

• We are not to be compelled to 
fpeak truth,' faid Frederick ; * weihould 
fpeak it for its own fake, and not to 
avoid any evil, or to promote any inde- 
pendent good ; for inftance, I could 
now, to avoid the evil you threaten, 
tcU you that in the front parlour there 
are bank notes to. the amount of fifty 
pounds, and that would fatisfy you ; but 
that is an equivocation, becaufe you afk^ 
where the money is concealed, implying 
all (Aye! aye! All! all!) Well, that 
being the cafe, and an equivocc^tion 

Vol. II, D being 
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drawn out the cheft, and emptied it& 
contents, when Doftbr Alogos awak- 
ing, began to call aloud for affiftance, 
and the robbers fwore they would cut 
his throat if he was not filent. At that 
inftant Frederick burft into the room, 
and one of the thieves fired, but mifled 
'Aim. A blow of the poker tore ofF 
the rafcaPs ear, and (hook his arm fo 
vudely, that the piftoLfell to the floor, 
and the DoStdr having r'Cached a blun- 
derbufs, they hurried away, carrying 
with them the notes and cafh, with 
which they filled their • pockets, ' fwear- 
ing they would (hoot whoever attempted 
to foUow them* 

' My dear Frederick,' cried the 

Doftor, embracing him, * you are a 

brave fellow, and this favour fliall not 

go unrewarded : you may always rely on 

my friendfhip/ 

» 
V* Friendfliipt 
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' Friendfhip!' exclaimed Frederick. 
^ Has fear clouded your inteHe&s? 
Friendfhip is well enough for boarding- 
fchool girlSj who are plotting intrigues. 
You mtlft efteem me for my intrinfic 
value, and not becaufc I have' done 
you a ferviccr No man ought to return 
favour for favour-^ that is an old obfot- 
lete doflrinej done away entirely by the 
new political juftice. — Hear the great 
Tentimcnts of the great Stupeo on fa- 
vours: — It may be objefted, faid he, 
that a mutual commerce of beneBts tends 
to increafe the mafs (or cube lump) of 
benevolent a6tion, and that to increafe 
the mo^ of benevolent adion is to con- 
tribute to the general good : indeed, h 
the general good promoted by falfe- 
hood, by treating a man of one degree 
of worthy as if he had ten times that 
worth ? or, as if he were in any degree .r 
different from what he really is ? Would i 
not the moft beneficial confequences re- s^ 
D 3 fult 
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fuU from a different plan> from my con- 
fiantly and carefully inquiring into the 
deferts of all tbofe with whom I am 
conne6lcd, and fronj their -being fure, 
after a certain allowance for the infalli- 
bility of human judgment, of being 
treated by me -exaSly as they de- 
ferved ?' Who can tell the effeQ^ of fuch 
a plan univerfally adopted* ?' 

* Not even the profound Stupeo hiin- 
fclf/ faid Doftor Alogos. * I very much 
fear we (hall never arrive at thM perfec- 
tion of knowledge, fo a5 to^beyMre. and 
yet uncertain of the quantity of merit : 
bad that grieat mat) Hvedi he would> lio 
doubt, have madd a barometer, which^ 
upon being applied to the objeft, would 
inftantly fettle to the exaft degcee of 
worth/ . V . 

;. * Goiwin** PoJitical Juftice, ps^ge 86. 
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• The idea is original/ cried Fre^ 
tferick, * and I ain perfuaded he would 
have attempted its completion, for mind 
in that cafe wbuld overcome matter.-^ 
Alas! what has the world loft by the 
death of fuch a man, who only was ref^ 
cued from the gallows to be (hot in a 
riot. O Fortune! what a jilt art thou* 
to men of geniu$ and fcience.' 

• Nmhing more:true>' faid the Pbc* 
tor, with afigh. * Here is ^n cind of 
our ^r^at projefis of. reformation, foi; 
my. rents come in very flowly, the 
wretches declaring, they have a^ right tq 
the ground*rent free, and here I h«^V^ 
loft five hundred pounds-* 

• It is the vile government VO Uv^ 
under,' faid Fi-ederick; « a monarchy 
is a mere excrefcence^ and a difoafe 
in the body of fociety : the wars it oc*^ 
cafions, and the lavifli revenues by 

D 4 which 
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M^hich it is maintained^ make it unbear- 
able. Ah! if we could fly from its 
evils and re-affume the primitive fim- 
plicity of mankind — if we could (hake 
off all forts of governments, and live 
to ourfelves as independent and rational 
beings, we fhould then pay no taxes : 
Laura fhould be my <:ompanion, and 
Sufan yours: — therfe, beneath vine 
trees of our own planting, vrc fhould 
fit and talk of love : beneath the date 
tree and the olive we fhould fing hymns 
cf peace, and in the fylvan fhade$ 
fhould we be united in harmony and 
celeflial affeftions. Our children would 
promifcuoufly grow up untainted by the 
world, and no tyrant fhould violate the 
chaflity of our daughters at his impe- 
rious will.* 

bh! charming/ cried the Dodor, 
dreffing himfelf. * Go and wake Laura 
inflantly, and before to-morrow's fun 

raifes 
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raifes the blue mifts of the lake^ we 
will be on our journey to this terreftial 
paradife.^ 

* Frederick, impreffed with equal rap- 
ture at the romantic idea, and repeating 
to himfelf anethemas againft ihe tyrants 
who have debafed unthinking innocence, 
he haftelied to the chamber of Laura. 
He found her half dreffed, having been 
alarmed at the cries of her uncle. She 
blufhed at being thus expofed to the 
eyes of fo great a philofopher, and 
that blufli drove all the tyrants from 
the mind of Frederick. He clafped 
the fair maid in his arms, and at -that 
moment Dodlor Alogos entered to tell 
his niece the fervice he had received 
from the interpofition of the virtuous 
hero. 

Frederick, in fuch a fituation, would 

have been confufed if he had not been 

a very great man; but. he was arrived 

T>5 at 
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at fo much perfeftion, that ht could 
liftcn to his own praife in- the moftient 
he wifhed to perpetrate what with half 
mankind would have rendered him an 
'objeft of deteftation *{ but this attain- 
ment could only be acquired by a fteady 
attention to all the enlightened doc- 
trines of the eighteenth century, and is 
called the bold, unblufhing front of 
manly truth. 

Laura rejoiced at the efcape of her 
uiicle^ for her bofom was only too 
fufceptible of gratitude, and fhe ahuoft 
forga^ve the attack upon herfelf. She, 
however, objeQed to th6 plan of 
emigration, as a wild-goofe chafe after 
happinefs ; and the arguments (he ufed 
almoft convinced the DoQor that all 
pleafure was ideal, for, as to dates and 
olives, not a fingle tree grows in all 
North America, which obliged Fre- 
derick to own he meant only Jiguratite 
expreffion. 

Frederick 
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Frederick was too candid to conceal 
his difcourfe with the robbers, and 
DoQor Alogos could not refrain ob- 
ferving, that, though truth ought to be 
fpoken at all tiipes^ vct^ if it coft five 
hundred pounds, it was as well to be 
filent. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE INTRODUCTION OF A VERY GREAT 
MAN-— MATTER AND SPIRIT DIS- 
CUSSED—THE RAISING OF THE 
DEAD BY NATURAL MAGIC. 

JL he harmony of the family once 
more reftored* the public good became 
again their chief care; but an accident 
happened that very much checked their 
proceedings. A countryman had been 
deteQed offering one of the notes 
which had been ftolen^ and was carried 

before 



THE VAGABOND. 6l 

before ajuftice of the Peace, where he 
was identified by Frederick and the 
Do£lor. He pleaded very much in his 
own favour^ protefting that it was his 
firft crime, and that bis accomplice had 
carried away the whole booty except 
that fingle note. 

• And how/ faid the juftice, * could 
you be guilty of fo great an offence 
when you could not be ignorant of the 
law?' 

* That be very true, your honour,* 
replied the man : ' but I did hear Doc- 
tor Alogos in his pulpit reading a great 
book of political juftice, which did fay 
as how no law ought to punifh offenders 
for a crime that be done, becaufe as 
that it were not likely, pleafe your wor- 
fhip, that any man fhould commit the 
fame again, and no man ever commit- 
ted the fame offence in ^11 its farcum- 
fianc^s, as. the law do mention. So, 

• your 
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your honour, I thought that I did fee 
clear enough, that if I did not do the 
aftion as the law did forbid, 1 were not 
guilty. Befide, and-more, your honour^ 
I were near ftarving, having loft my 
playfe becaufe I would not tend church 
on a Sutiday, nor work like a neger,* 
as the Doftor did tell us we all were, 
as laboured for the rich'; and-fo,' ybur 
honour, I had nothing to do but to 
ftarve, and the day were once, when,! 
would have ftarved rather than do a 
diflioneft adt : — but Doftor Alogos did 
tell us that there were no fuch thing as 
diflionefty ; that it were all a !talc to 
cheat us out of our right; and that 
the jpoof ought to have the lands of the 
rich divided: fo, playfe your honour^ 
I were in a ftrange quandary, and though ^ 
my heart did mifgive me, I were per- 
fuaded to begin with the Doftor, as it 
were but proper he (hould prafHfe what 
he did preach/ 

♦ Doftrines 
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* Doftrines Itkc thefe/ faid the Juf- 
tice, * arc certainly 6f the moft perni- 
cious tendency, and, in faft, Doftor 
Alogos, this -man appears to me lefs 
guilty than yourfelf. You know 1 mud 
commit him if you prbfecute, but I. 
fiiould fuppofe you would not wifh to 
appear in fuch a (ituation ; and I hope 
this will be a warning to this fimple man, 
and teach him to follow the track of his 
fore- fathers/ 

* Such/ cried Frederick, * is the 
blefled effeft^ of property ! The great 
philofopher Stupeo ufed to fay, that the 
fruitful fource of crimes confifts in one 
man's poflcffingMn abundance that of 
which another man is deftitute. This 
day gives us a proof of it ; for this poor 
man would not have attempted the 
robbery, notwithftanding the beam of 
truth which flaihed on the obfcurity of 
his mind, had it not been from want.' 



It 
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* It is not my place/ faid the Juftice, 
mildly, ' to attend to arguments ; my 
bufinefs is with hGts; but^ for the good 
of my countrymen who are round me, 
I will obferve^ that this is the general 
topic of modern reformers, but, like 
moft other of their pernicious princi- 
ples, it is erroneous. .Thieves, ninety- 
nine out of the hundred, are idle and 
dilBpated, and in general poflefs that in- 
genuity which, rightly employed, would 
raife them to confiderable eminence. — 
Drunkennefs and luft are their great in- 
centives to outrage, and not the want of 
food and raiment, the latter being, with 
a very fmall exception, in the power 
of every one who is •willing and who 
has ftrength tp work. It is likewife to 
be remembered, that, in the profeffed 
fyftem of equality and property, no 
man is to enjoy or poflefs more than 
food and raiment, all elfe being luxury. 
It has been urged, that fome have 
been ftarved to death for want of en- 
couragement, 
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couragement, who had genius. ^md ta- 
lents ; but let this be remembered, that 
it vras owing to their employitig thofe 
talents in a wrong way. Chatterton, 
for inftance, (larved as an author^ but 
he might have maintained himfelf well 
as a fchoolitialter s but, you will fay^ 
can any man of feeling fpcak fo coldly 
of fo great a genius ? We will not 
talk of feeling, but reafom-^Wben I 
fpeak of Chatterton, I mean it of all 
others. Chatterton knew his abilities, 
and he wjflied to force the world to 
acknowledge him at once— but this muft 
always be a work of time. Placing 
his whole dependence on one founda* 
tion, he was too proud to ftoop from 
the high throne of poetic exaltation; 
whereas, had he become a fchoolmaf- 
tcr, he might have lived and watched 
the progrefs of his prodji£lions to the 
climax which awaited them. Again I 
would ferioufly obferve, and would to 

heaven 
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heaven I could be heard by all man- 
kind :— ^this man here accufed of rob- 
bery tells you one means of lofing his 
place was difregard of Sunday— ^marK 
with your own eyes the difference of 
thofe who do attend the fervice of 
^God and thofe who do not f — I will not 
. mention fefts of religion ; but look at 
thofe who pay a reverence to holy 
things, fobriety direfts their' way : they 
have no tafte for profiigacy; and ihey 
rarely fink into ruin from their own 
vices* But let us fee thofe, men who 
defpife the formality of church, and 
fpend the Sunday in drinki^ig and 
gaming : idlenefs and debauchery pow^ 
erfully feize on the mind in ihefc vacant 
moments, and thus it is from the cottage 
to the jnanfion that we may in general 
draw a man's moral charaQer from his 
attention to Sunday ; and we need 
none of us took far round, without as 
it were, perceiving that even, in the 

tranfient 
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tranfient profperity of this world, God 
has diftfnguiflied thore who obey his 
commandments.' 

The attention of the numerous com- 
pany affembled was arretted by the ap* 
proacb of a, crowd of people. The poor 
labourer was difcharg^ (for in the io-r 
terior of the cguijtry, juilices of the 
peace are extremely arbitrary.) , Fre- 
derick haftened into the yard, where^ 
atnongft a troop of wookh and country 
people, appeared a thin/ fallow com*, 
pl^xioned mani with one eyej and a 
large gafli on one fide of bis face, which 
added to the deep gloom of his coun- 
tenance a trait of ferocity and malig- 
nant expreffion. 

Frederick gazed upon him a few 
moments with a look of furprife. — * Is 
it pofSble,' cried he, * I behold the 
profound and immortal Stupeo? Are 
you refufcitated, or were you not 

hanged 
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hanged nor murdered ? — Can I belkvc 
my eyes?* 

« It is 1/ cried the great philofopher 
himfelf : • I have efcaped thefe evils by 
accident, but I have loft my eye in- thc^ 
caufe of freedom. How, my dear Fre- 
derick, arc you here? How could you 
poHibly afcape the vengeance of that 
glorious night ?* 

• Another time,' anfwcred Frederick, 
* I will tell you every thing : but, why 
arc you deprived of your liberty?— 
Have you fallen at luft under the gripe 
oF that many.fanged monfter— the Law ?* 

* This is a mere trifle,* faid Stupeo: 
^ I am accufed of marrying three wives, 
and as it is not a criminal procefs, I 
{hall efcape with -finding bajl to main- 
tain them. So much for the glbrious 
uncertainty of that profound, abyfs — 
the Law/ 

^But 
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"^ But is it poffible/ cried DoQor 
Alogofi^ * that you. Sir, the great and 
power&il opponent of matrimony, (hould 
be married^o three at once ? This ftrikes 
me as a contradi£lon«' 

• That is, sir,* replied Stupeo, with 
a look of fuperiority, * becaufe you arc 
but little verfed in the fublime doftrine 
of political juftice. Sir^ you would 
there find that contradiSions are no-, 
thing in the way of truth: — but here 
there is no contradifilion. The excefs 
of an evil is always a remedy ; as, for 
inftance, when the militia of Europe 
fhall exceed the ftanding armies, and 
all the citizens become foldiers, the evil 
of ftanding armies will ceafe, as the pow- 
er of dire£iing them to the deftruftion 
of the people will be gone*. In like 

* I believe this is an'obfervation of Hume^ In 
his Hiftgiy of England, but only quoting firom 
memory^ cannot be certain. 

manner^ 
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manner, a man who has three or more 
wives may live as free as though unmar- 
ried, for he has only to go to the altar 
with any female whom he judges capable 
of adding to the ftock of general or re- 
foUing good.' 

Frederick was ftruck with tWs pro, 
found argument; and the company be- 
ing now ordered before the Juaice, he 
paufed to reflea whether,. after all means 
were tried of fubduing Laura, he mi^t 
not adopt this plan without infringing 
the principles of liberty. 

Doaor Alogos, who,: had he not 
imbibed th*e new philofophy, would 
have been a man of faenevolence. 
agreed to pay a flip«nd Iw the main- 
tenanfce of the young .V©rt»«Ki «J »*ofc 
fuit the great philofopher had been 
detained, and, proud of having to cele- 
brated a man for i»U &^. (though at 
• prefent 
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prefent a little in* diforder) h^ invited 
him to the ixianfion-houfe. 

Laura ftarted wiih furprife at the fight 
of fo ihocking a being in human form, 
and not being able to difcern the 
wondrous patriot beneath his unfeemly 
habit (for females are ftrangely im- 
prefled by exteriors), fhe concluded it 
one of the robbers of her uncle, and 
fcarceJy knew whether to, run away or 
ftay. 

The name of Stupeo, which fhe had 
often heardy arretted her attention, and 
when fhe gazed more minutely on the 
matter, flie ceafed to wonder at thq 
eccentricities of the fcholitr. 

When they were feated and refrefh- 
ed, the Do3or inquired in what ftate 
Stupeo had found the people of Eng- 
land in his excurfions ? ^ * In what 

ftate!* 
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ftate!' cried he, •• why, abfolutely 
fiarving and undone : the whole coun- 
try is in a rapid confumption; and no 
efforts of man can fave it, I may fay, 
without vanity, I have done my endea- 
vours. I have had twelve illegitimate 
children, but not one of them could 
bear the air of this foggy climate, I 
have had three wives, but ftill the 
people decreafe— population is rapidly 
declining. What with emigration and 
the prevailing tafte for celibacy, I am 
convinced this ifland will, in a very few 
years, become an howling wild, and its 
fea ftiores a place for filhermen's nets. 
The fun of fcience is haftenitig Weft- 
wiard from thefe benighted lands, and it 
becomes every rational man to follow its 
beams.* 

* I have long meditated on thefub- 
jeft,* faid the DoQ:or : * I would not 
proceed raflily, but I find the people 

of 
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of this country fo tenacious in theft 
fupport of ao old rotten conllitution, 
fo wedded to old principles,^ that we are 
thwarted at every motion by fome crofs 
accident, and they are fuch grofs fools, 
that the nioft palpable ,ra6ls they invert 
to contrary tendencies/ 

* I am on fire,' cried Frederick : * I 
am. determined to breathe a freer air; 
and let me tell you^ the man who re- 
mains voluntarily in a defpotic country 
lends his countenance and fupport to the 
meafures of that country^' 

In the evening. Stupeo and Frederick 
took z, walk, when the latter requefted . 
his ti^tor to.'inform him of the accidents 
he had met with fince their firft fepa- 
ration, their meeting in. London having 
been fo momentary, and their minds 
fo employed on great* exploits, that 
they had no time for private relations. 

vouir: E It 
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• It would be impofl^le/ faid Stupeo, 
• to detail all the adions I have engaged 
in ; I muft therpfore briedy enumerate 
theoi in a fort of catalogue. The life 
cf a philofopher ought to be petpetually 
changing.— Firft, then, I was appointed 
tutor to feme young ladies, one of 
whom I took a fancy to (for I am not 
very difficult of choice), and the father 
having p^evented me From ftarving, 
it was impoffible I could do lefs than 
inftruft his daughter in the new philo- 
fophy of political juftice. He was, 
however, fuch a bigot to the old fchool, 
that he kicked me out of his houfe, 
and I remained for fome time nearly 
ftaryed, when I had an undeniable right 
to dine at the richeft table in the ^ king- 
dom. A trifling forgery I had been in- 
duced to commit^ not for any purpofe of 
fplf-intereft, that woiild have been mo- 
rally wrong, but merely to take a little 
from the fortune of a man who wallowed 
in wealth he could not confume, wa$ the 

means 
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means pf introducing me lo the cells of 
Newgate : fuch is the prefent detefU 
able fyficm fencing round property^ 
with capital punifliments^ To that it is 
next to impoffible to reduce the horrid 
amaflments of wealth into more equai 
channels. 

' After I was (hot and trod down^ I 
lay fome time infenfible, wheti a flir- 
geon's man dragged me into a bye alleys 
and whipping me into a fack, darried 
, mtJ to his mailer's- difleaing-room.-^Mi 
Having prepared himfelf for a grand 
experiment^ he was furprifed to find 
that I was not wholly dead^ and ap«- 
plying fome powerful ftimulants, I 
opened my eyes. 

^ I was aftoniOied to fee, (looping oveit 
xne, an haggard figure, drefied in a 
brown ftuff^ gown ftreaked with blood; 
in a belt himg a parcel of inftrumehts^ 
and round the room were various pr<sh. 
£ z parations 
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parations of anatomy^ i^ith fsiws and 
(keletons hung upon nails. I inclined 
my eyes to fee my own fituadon: — a 
wet cloth bound my head/ and I 
found that I was lying naked upon a 
large table dotted with morfels of fkin 
and flefli. I fancied myfelf in theln- 
quifition. 

• Fiends I' faid I, • is this your way 
of promoting your fuperftidons ? You 
would make me believe the immortality 
of the foul ; but matter is eternal — and 
as to the foul,^ it is Jike the fap in ve- 
getables, when it leaves one forroj it 
goes to imprefs. motion on another: it 
is a bundle of ideas perpetually change 
ing, and never is the fame two mo- 
ments together, and yet this fleeting 
fomething you would make tyie believe 
is ifinmortal.' 

^ Are yoq aq atheift ?' faid ^e fur- 
gcon., . , 

. .^^No/ 
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* No/ cried I, * I am ho atheift, I am 
a new philofopher.. Hclvetius fays, he 
is no atheift who fays that motion is God, 
becaufe, in faQ, motion is incoviprehen^ 
Jibkt as we have no clear idea of it, 
as it does not raanifeft it&lf but by its 
effefts, and laftly, becaufe by it all things 
are performed in the univerfe.* 

*Then you call motion God?'—* Cer- 
tainly,* faid I, ' becaufe it is intompre-^ 
hen/ible.* 

* Then whatever is incomprehenfible 
is God ? — But, what do you fay of the 
caufc of motion ?' 

* That muft be motion itfelf, becaufe 
paflBve power cannot a6l, and aQive 
power is aQion or motion/ 

He took a lancet, and making a flight 

incifion in my thigh, dropped upon the 

part a fcw drops of elixir^ which threw. 

' £ 3 mc 
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me' into fuch intolerable pain^ that I 
fiarted on my leg» and miade at hint like 
a fury, 

• Is it a Deity/ cried he, • that afts 
onydu? You are under fome ftrange 
lAipreflion. -^ U,o you comprehend tht 
caufe of your naotion ?' 

• That fluid}* faid I, ' has cut t<yiny 
foul, ami ftimulated my nerves to a con^ 

vulfive motion.' ^ 

« Hqw fey you ? What th^n i-s motion 
mechanical f If fo, bow is motion God ? 
But, do you comprehend the reafon why 
this elixir ran like fire to your brains?' 
— r* No.* N6t comprehend it ? Why, 
then this elixir is your God : it is an 
incomprehenjible caufe of incomprehenjihk 
motion.^ 

• I tpight reply in the words of Mr.* 
Hume,' faid I; — * Ifyoudonot believe 

as 
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a» I do, I muft cwfers I can roafon 
with you no lotig^r. Bui, however,* 
CQmkiuodJj:* to give you a cZf^r i^dea.of 
tbi4 grand dioftrin<e of motion:-^ The* 
internal, organization of abftraft prin- 
ciples* coming, inycomaft; with tangible 
fubftanccs, forms a qoncatenation of 
rrfularigf confequyence^, demqnftraiing 
^ gqy W . of loco,, impingipg, motioni. 
i;eiiipjtipg frpn) fhe c^^ ar/angen>en.t 
q£ poi^dierou^^ bodies, fuhfiding in con- 
coQiedxnailqSj and afluming a, fbrin in 

• ]>4y ^ev, Si r^. cried the furg-qon^ 
^ 1 can ioxax no clear ide?t of your in-, 
com^ch&nfib^e 4i(courfc, audyct I fhould 
not take you for a Deity — at leaft you 
muft be one in difgiiife/ ' 

• You muA allow, however,' faid I„ 
^ tbat.pbfncc has pfodu^ced cjvqry tbin^ 
and direft* ^ very thing.* 

E 4 •So 
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• So far the contrary, that chance 
produces nothing, and catinot dirc8 
any thing: 'this elixir afted on ^oa as' 
it would on a thbufand others. Wh^V 
appearjs chance to us is only an inviii* 
ble ^aufe, of which we fee the effefi. 

' In fome cafes we may trace up the ef- 

fefls to a great Firft Caufe^ who muft, 

from our very nature, be to us inoomA- 

^ prehenfible; but not fot that rdafoif 

' hon-exiftent, or, on the contrary,' be- 
caufe many things poffefls this one attri- 
bute to us, are we to call them Deities ? 
For if fo, every phenomenon of nature 
would become a Deity, and the philo- 
fopher of the eighteenth century would 
have more gods than the ancient hea- 
thens.' 

I faw by thefe arguments that he was 
fo wrapped up in the fnifts t)f the old 
fchool, that it was no ufe' actemptitig 
his reformation, and firiding 1 wai^'^ ntVc' 
in the Inquifition, I rejoiced at having 

efcaped 
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efcaped the nuifkets of the foldiers and 
the fangs of Jack Ketch^, nor for my 
own fake, that was out of tbe queftion^ 
but for tbe fake of univerfal man. 

After my recovery, with the lofj^-^Qf 
an eye, I lived fome time with ihisana- 
tomift, being frequently employed. raj/l 
ing the dead, which to me was a ms^tter 
of indifference, becaufe I knew that all 
things in nature were merely modiftca- 
tions of the fame matter,, there bcing^na 
diffcxehce between a putrid .car cafe and 
a bartk of violets, except iij the percep-.^ 
tion of our ideas, 

yhe furgeon frequently lamented 
the neceffity there w-as for this barbarous 
praQice, as he called it. — VW^re.we al- 
lowed,' faid he, * all unclaimed bodies? 
vhich die in hofpitab, all makfa^lars^ 
of every^ defcription^' anl! alt fuicides;^ 
we fhould not need to diffuirbtTve' re- 
pofe of facred bodies^ who£gf«iplai;;fi^ 
E 5 affeftion 
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affefiioQ lamentis and vifits^ vhenper* 
baps they have been mangled to pieces 
in oor le6lure room, qr fold piecemeal, 
at fixed pricesi like batcbers' meat, to 
any perfon *• The di(fe£lion of fuicides 
woald be a greater preventive to the 
aftion than all the laws oifelodefe^ 
becaufe the plea of infanity would not 
abrogate the c^nfequence/ 

My praClice of plundering the 
church-yardis at the mod folemn hours, 
under danger of deteftion, and what 
was worfe, undef the fear of infection 
from difeafels nearly advanced to putref- 
cence before the interment; to break 
bpen a Coffin, and carry in my arms a 

* It is a known fe^, that every part of the 
Buman bgdy baa a fiegular prige. No- perion v»tk 
4^7 the BCM^^ty c^ dilTe^tioaa^ but a« at prefent 
CQndtt6ledj they are a difgrace and an outrage qzk 
fociety^«7-nor are the jefti and levity of fomeof the 
young furgeona becoming} over the body of ah hu* 

naked 
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tjaked body, whofe fcent was fuffir* 
crtnt to ferment a; plaice, was an uii«* 
dertal^ing thijit required all the; refolution 
of pbilgtfophy, and fitted me for the 
event of any. revolution or comt)uftioQ 

^Oned?^ i.qbferved to Dr. Cuticle, 
that it w^s to. aie a plain demopllration 
fropi the ftrufture of the animal oeco- 
nomy, and its..tpndfincy to putrefcence. 
that it was Ijl^e qverx other malarial fuh- 
ftj^nce.^ that the defangemen|'pf any jone 
pajr^pfFefting ^jji ijjiiijaterial^ itnpaipable 
fometbing^ called the foul, was a. grofe 
bigotfy^; for, were, the foul an imnior^ 
tal fpir,it)|. 4t could not be a^e^ed- by 
matter — it could not feel pain Jn dif- 
eafe.— ^He replied, 

* . Place a .pnap in perfeS health in a 

(^^rculai" rpcTO, glazed round, fome of 

th^ window |hftll be .g¥p?%,fome red, 

and foOGie blu^: }Fou wiil grant that 

E 6 in 
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in looking through thefe windows he^ 
will fee objefts of* diflfcrent colours and 
fiiades, but yet his own fight fhall be 
clear and perfcft. If the ^^indows are 
dirty, he will fee objeSi obfciite; and 
if they are painted black, the forround- 
ing fcenes will to him be invifible ; 1<> 
the human foul, placed in the body; like 
the man iti the room,* can receive no 
external impreffion but through that 
body. His reafonings Will take variousr^ 
fliades — his paiflions. and' afFe^tohs wilJ 
be varioufly'' combined : but" this does 
not deduce from his perfcQion as a man; 
but proves that the* foul may be immor- 
tal, and yet o3//^i to partake of. trviery 
accident which touchtJs^b^ afts^upbh its 
habitation;* * - ^^ ' ''■'■'[ '''"' 

To this I replied— • Modern philbfo- 
phers define the foul to be an imma- 
terial fubftance, in the (LnSt ufe^ of the 
term, fignifying a^^/Z^ncf that has no 
extenjion of any iiftd, nor any thing of 
' the 
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Xhtvisf inertia th&t belongs to matter: il 
has ncitKer length, breadth^ nor thicknefs, 
fo that it occupies no portion of fpace i 
on which account the^ moft rigorous 
metepByficians fay, that it bears, no^ 
fortdf relation to fpace any more than 
found* 'docs to the eye, or light to the 
ear i in faftj that Jjfdrit and /pace have 
nothing to do with one another, and it 
is^ cvcfnMbiproper to fay. an immateFial 
biihg texlfts in* fpace,' of that it refides^ 
in one place -tnore tbaYi' another, foi^,^ 
prbperl/ fpeakhig^, k is no* where, but 
hiisf ¥ iHode of exiftence that cannot 
be expreflfed by pbrafeology appro-; 
priatfed to thfc modes m which matter 
cxMliV ^»-i*">' -'-^ ^vt.f:).; 

Cuticle bdwed profoundly at this obw 
fervation— * You have proved to a de- 
ri^bhjlrttton m words,* ' Md he, * that 
Vfe ha^if no.fbuh to anfwer you zrt 

-^^^^AMfwMsaxxip aid Spsnit^ vol. i«pagc 7i4>^; 
•.:*:!. : rr words 
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words would be an eafy matter. I tnull 
confefs that modern philofopby ba» 
{bmething in it fublimely ui^intelligible: 
k is^Uke the definition , you have given^ 
^/ub fiance without fubjlance^,^ ^V^^ ^^^^ 
bro^^ atidr .wide> W iQccupying no 
fttace^ and has no more relation to 
Feafon aod.Jepfe, than. ^o/^/^^. has tp 
Jbmiihing^ and fomething to nothing. It 
is eviQiF improper ta fay.pbilpfppbyj??;* 
ifU any vihere^ ov that it is hero, moxe^fk?^ 
there, fef, properly /p^akipg, ,it jl$ nf> 
jfocA tMng: its njode of exifteQce .cannot 
b^ exprefled in any lang^age^, utterabje 
by thehymain iQf^iae. Such an arg9«. 
m^nt. as thi/s ipay.b? applied, to aoy things 
and would difprove theexiftenceef';lf|^ 
whole univerfe/ 

So ft^ying^ hQ turned away to purfjie 
fome anatomifiat p^pparation^, ajpd IJm 
cleave .^npugh th^ wq J^y^ 09^.jf3ul« 
at all. ^ — My prefent employ was not 
CQOgtnial to .i)^{ideim^;.o£:.^!ic^m^ 

mankind. 
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manlcind* I * was like a g^m hid in, the 
mud^ . and I refolved to quit my fitua* 
tion. Indeed, tbe hoafe-maid had 
been a little troublefome, for in teach- 
ing her fbme of Monro's anatomical 
comparifons, we were naturally led 
from theory to praflice^ for flie had 
fo ixiach of the modern fpirit of in- 
quiry> that (he frequently attended 
difiedions promifcuoufly with the other 
fex*. , , 

I rambled over great part of the 
country under different profeffions, and 
gained a great deal of money 'from a 
certain medicine that was an infallible 
cqre while I ftaid in the town. Where- 
ever I went I difleminated the new 
doftrine qf univerfal emancipation ; I 
made many conytris Jrom religion, and 
taught the ignorant peafant to read 

* One of thtf piiriuits pointed out to Icmales : 
vide Rights of Womeo. 

the 
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the great book of Nature. I may fay 
that mankind are infinitely obliged to 
Hie for the knowledge of various griev- 
ances they never fa much as. dreametl 
of till I pointed them cmi. . 

* My dear mafter,* faid Frederick, 
* you ►are a martyr to your virtues ^ 
but here you may reft lor a time*' 



i. . » ;. 
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CHAPTER iV. 






THE FORMATION OF THE WOHLjD-^: 
i t'A*<OTR-A<I<?B E:^BNT HEStTLTS FIiOmP 
A l<'i>^Ll^te*Ai; I^£(^T^EB, WHICH tUlt^ 
'^VStti T£l£. PHILOSOPHERS. WITH 

l^Hfi'feilowing day I'rederick, In'the 
gar^cti, ' ihlPormed his tiitor * with his 
paflicih lor Laura; that he debated with 
hithfelf as to the refulting good, and 
found a fort of hefitation' to ufe her 
with too 'much violence. 
'''''- Mwill 
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• I will let you into a myftery,' faid 
Stupeo. « The great mafs of man- 
kind are fools^ and no better than the 
callous fod on which we tread. It is 
the part of the gr^at men . and philofo- 
phers to mould them as they pleafe; 
and when we have fhaken off the in- 
fluence of .every thing called principle^ 
are fatisfied we have no portion in eter- 
nity, and that the fable; of an avenging 
Deity is an old woman's tale, what 
powjerr I ^iUi can control ua? We be-* 
c»m^ alniQft too gr^i^fe fot tbft iwpidld; 
vmi fcew^,'.t(>iife- fup^cipBi^i mnt^r 9 
cjiipi^. biffiQW*.«9lhi9g;. *U tha^ ia»en 
call murder^ inceft, luft, and f:ruQb]i^» is 
trifling, not more, in fa£l, than chang- 
ipg the fQrm.^f?L ^a.(35ye jjijva.t^QF^^oi: f^y 
ting dpwn the trees of tJ:\p jfpreftt.^prt 
remember we Cjaiinpt d^^,oy^, a^ny th^ngi, 
we only changp its form : ^nd fiippofe 
a woman dies under our h^nds, her 
death makes room far anotha*;' the 

fame 
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fatne as plucking a , turnip makesi . room 
for the planting, of a cab1>age/ 

V I feel/ cried Frederick • 1 feel i 
am now free. I ihall render my name 
immprtalf. for no human tie**-no moral 
check (hall ftay the purpofe of my 
power. BAt it feeltis true, after all^ that 
a foeiety of «theift« c^tuM npt exift^ they 
would muf^ and be murdered: no 
tfuft could, be placed upon any man: 
the king would aflaffinate the maa who 
affronted liim; the courtier would aflaffi<r 
nate the marrwho oppofed him ; the wifi» 
would affaffinate her hufband^ when diC* 
appointed in meeting her lover ; no girl 
would arrive at the age of maturity; 
and the human fpecies would fooa bc^ 
comeextind/ 

* And whsit then ?* faid Stiipeo.-^ 
' The fame fpirit which now aftuates 
oar bi>dies^ muft then aftuate fometbing 
elfc: — ^you cannot annihilate that fubtle 

ga$i 
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gas ; and if it does not give motion to 
men, it may to fome new fpccics:— 
who knows but it may animate the 
trees' and '{dams with rational facul- 
ties *•— it would make this world a yery 
different place^' 

• I (hould lik^ to fee it/ faid Frede- 
iiek; * Metapbyfits are furely the moft 
ufeful of the fciences^ but here comes 
Lauta and the Doftor. We have been 
difcourfing/ continued he, * on matter 
and fpirit^ and it appears plain thsrt 
matter is eternal, and.fpirit mere fer- 
mentation.' 

• I wonder/ faid the Doftor, * how 
our world was fo admirably formed, un- 

• Let the reader refleft upon this. "Nothiag is 
annihilated, though the form may he changed.— 
What then l)ecomc8 of the foul ? — Are tjic laws of 
nature fufpended in this one inlhince I If not^ the 
foul mull ftill exift-wit muft be fomewhcfc. 

kfs 
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lers it was by the power of an omnipo* 
tent Being.' . ^ 

* Our earth/ cried Stupeo^ • was 
once a part of the fun^ a moUen mafs, 
when a large comet brufhing too near 
that luminary, daflied off a confideiable 
portion, which flew till the ^ natural 
motion formed it into a fpheriod^.anci it 
began tp cooU The atmofphere round 
it formed the ocean, and the friftion of 
this vaft body of waters upon the fcor« 
and cinders, which coonpofed the great 
fkeleton of the world, formed the fands 
of the fea, which fubfided into large 
beds, rifing by degrees to the furface,. 
where the aftion of the fup hardened 
the fuperfices. The h^at of this lumi-^ 
nary upon the putrid particles of the fea 
generated fticlUfifti, which are evidently 
mod allied to ftone of any animal we 
know. Thefe poflefled the whole of 
the ocean for; fome thoufand ages, and 
being, by the gravitation of the earthy 

thrown 
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ihtown imo Urge chains of beAs, in 
the progjrefs of time decayijig and.ce* 
menting together with the olaginous 
fabftance they contained^ the (hells be* 
eami ftonies, forming mo^untains. Thus 
we* always find fhclls in every body of 
Tdck, and on the higheft mountaini.-*^ 
Every great change produced a i^evolu- 
tiori, and from the foft flime of fhelly 
tttountains, vegetables were produced. 
This tiew form of matter decaying and 
{ermenting, animals, fuch as lions and 
tigers^ bulls and monkeys, were pro- 
duced. The latter was^ man in his 
original fiat^. * It was fome thoufand 
ytirs before he learnt to walk upon his 
bind legs, fome thoufand more before 
he pulled of his fiiaggy coating; but it 
is not material for me to trace him in 
every improvement, till he acquired a 
full (ace from the effedts of a change of 
climate, and learnt the articulation of 
founds by imitating ihfe babbling of a 
brookf for be is to this day a creature 
3 imitation 



imitating every other ; aniriiid, and' no- 
thing Is more dear thati that he was otu 
ginally an buran-outang^^ "" 

* It ftrikes me,* faid Laura, * that yont 
fyftem is a little prepofterous ; "and on^ 
is led to inquire where you ftood when 
the earth was a liquid ^ftrearii of mtlt- 
ing fire? But, with' regard to man, 1 
would pbferve, that had he eDcf beeii a 
mere brtite animal,* he never would 'have 
changed his nature: he never could 
have acquired perfeQability, For we ne- 
ver fee th^' leaft pi'Dgreflion in atiimstls, 
nor are nibnkeys, at thi:s^ period^ 'dne 
fingle degree advanced bisyond what 
they were three thoufand years ago; 
but, heverthelefs/ faid (he, with a look 
of irony, * when one fees fome people, 
they a^re apt to acUnbwledge (he tela- 
tionlhip, and when they hear (he chat- 
ter' of jingling, unmeaning fentences, 
th^y arc apt to cry out, that the ouran- 
ouiang is the better man/ * * 

' ^ Stupco 
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,.Stppco could not t^^^ feel this Tally, 
but it was beneath . his philofophical 
metaphyfical dignity to regs^i^d, or even 
reply to this reasoning of a woman who 
was jfiot jUumineti with the fglendid rays 
of iotellea, . 

Frederick often fought an opportunity 
to .accompljfh, his fcheimesy but foughtf 
jin vain, the vigilance of Laui:%preGlud- 
ing a pofljbility of fuccefs. He more 
than once attempted to infufe a drug in- 
to her drink ; but whether fhe fufpeS- 
' ' « ' - ' ■- i 

eflhimornd, (he. always avoided any 
thin^^from his hands which would admit 
adulteration. » 

^ Peace w>is abo^t this time, eftabliflied 
with Arperka, and the whole country 
T^xig wiA exultation. During the war, 
no one had more execrated the fyllem 
than the Doftor, and every le£lufe con^ 
eluded with an apoftrophe to peace. — 
He now mounted thle pulpit in the Hall 

of 
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of Science, (the name of the ledure 
barn) and to prpAi^e that he was a very 
great philofopher, could find fault with 
every thing, and was (launch in all 
timfes and all feafons againft govern- 
ment. He declared that the peace was 
the moft difgraceful that could poflibly 
be made ; that it would not continue a 
twelvemonth before we fhould be driven 
from Canada. He declared, that, like 
Milton's devils, mankind were only 
born for rebellion and revolution, that 
all their joy was to riot in deftruCtion, 
murder, and violation. 



^ 



number of foldiers who were re- 
turning to their families, hearing thefe 
great truths, fwore the Doftor was in- 
fulting them. A failor, with one leg, 
threw a crab cudgel at the head of the 
Doftor, which narrowly escaped him. 
Frederick leaped upon a bench, vocifor- 
aiing, • Citizens! the caufe of all man- 
Vol. II. F kind 
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kind is iovol^ed in< this difpute: ve 
Qught to. know \yhetlhMi tbefe vagabonds 
aj:^ U> iofuk u& in our halls> and in 
our temples^ Truth i& facr^d, and I 
will fpeak it^ though, a legion of fpies 
w^e around vaa^* 

* Citiaens:!* roarodoiit Stupeo, * you 
art under military government ; the 
Philiftinos are upon us ; the freedom 
of fpeech has. departed,, and you are all 
flaves, bound in cbadns, and ri vetted by 
your own. fupinenefs/ 

Anarchy and confufion now reigned 
inthe»HalU Tbebcnches w^ef^e^broken 
in pieces^ and ferved'fbr clubsi A des- 
perate battle- enfued, as fome few of the 
country people flood by the DtyftDr; 
but they were foon completely dt*4ib- 
bed, and fled in diflferent routes* Doc- 
tor Alogos and hi$ two companions 
found' a* temporary Iheltcf' iti the'i9dfw 

fion. 
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fion, afid, to their tftter tftcmiffement, 
faw their principal hearers the iftoft 
violent. 

^ What (hall be done ?' Cried the 
DoSor, trembling moft philofopWcally : 
* This enraged' head, this many-headed 
roonfter will devour us.* 

•' Reverente th^ divine nfd^dly'of a 
Tnoh,' cried Stupeo; ** all their motiorfs ^ 
poflefs eniergy, and all their actions jaf- 
tice. This is a mere moYftenrafy fer- 
mentation, the efFervefcence of popular 
frenzy, and wll (bhfi'dte ini6 a delight- 
ful caJrti/ 

' Bur whiat are w^ to do in the mean- 
time ? We (hall be murdered ! * 

* A mere trifle', my detfr Doaor;-^a 
mere re^modification of matter.' 

F 2 A ' re- 
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« A re-modification of the devil : I 
don't at all like this.' 

* Its ad — d ariftocratical church-and- 
king mob/ cried Frederick. * I have 
been to talk to them, but tKey are deaf 
to the voice of reafon: they are increaf- 
ed by a number of market-women, who 
vow vengeance againft Stupeo for his 
three wives, and the DoSor for his kept 
miftrefs. This is no republican mob, 
infpired with the divine frenzy of liber- 
ty and equality. 

* Oh ! curfe it,' cried Doftor Alogos, 
* they feem to have liberty enough; 
they are treading down my fine flower 
garden like an herd of fwine : there 
go all my exotic (hrubs ! — I believe 
they are a troop of Goths and Vandals^ 
who pay no regard to fcience.* 

^ There is your whole congregation I* 

cried 
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cried Laura, weeping. ^ My dear uncle, 
they are all gone mad; they are talking 
about rights and liberties^ and deftroy- 
ing every thing before them/ 

• Let us defend ourfelves/ cried 
Frederick, running to the front window. 
' Citizens!' cried he, * is it thus you 
abufe your friends ?' 

• Friends!' fhouted a countryman, 

' there be no fuch thing as friendfhip. 

Equality for ever ! — and down with the 

DoQor ! * Frederick immediately fired 

a fowling-piece, loaded with fmall (hot. 

A volley of ftones was returned, which 

broke half the windows in front, and 

daftied out one of the orator's teeth. — 

Stupeo inftantly advanced, with a blun- 

derbufs, which he fired, and checked 

the fury of the mob for an inftant; but 

the foldiers leading the attack, fwore 

they would murder man, woman, and 

F 3 child^ 



child, wd barn ihe hpuyfe iP ibe 

Not a moBai^^ was K) J^ Joft in thi^ 
cal'e of extreme neceflity; and Fre- 
derick^ ev^D ddi^ed wliether the refalt- 
ijif gCKHJ dul^ot require bim to jcdin die 
u^» aod did ttxem in the deftradion 
of property. All the Do&or'« cabiiKt 
of natural hiftory was deftroyed; liis 
fine library made a bon^fire, and his 
ekg»m maoGoo was redux:^d to aflies, 
^dft iihc iboiiUs of Ubtfiy and eii«ia« 

Tbe fugitives IJpuad fibeh^r in the 
tu^ufe pf a neighbouring , geml^maii, 
who fty^d them froni the madnjeCs of 
the mQb.««- ' For iB^/ cj^ied Fivederick, 
/ Jaa) dei^rmin^ nox to remain ano- 
tbf^ week in 4bis vile ifland, where there 
i^ not one fingW fpaxk of liberty and na- 
tional fpirit remaining,' 

• What 
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* Wliat do yo\3t c«H this ?' dertian^ecl 
t*ie Doaor : * I think it's liberty Suffi- 
cient to burn a raf^n's honfe abotit hb 
ears/ 

* But ttml rauft iiave been a mob 
hired by th^e government^* faid 5tupeo^' 
• bkd it bcew a republican mab, ^ it 
would have keen a different thin^.; Xve 
ffeo^Yid the« have bed a fine difplay of 
ratioRttl |)ritKipi}€5.f 

* All mobs/ faid the gentleman, • arc 
ali^«, ivhatever nanie ^ou taay ^ive 
thcfft. Mifchief i$ theilr only defire-^ 
plnnder the ohly "objfefil. To their \c2td^ 
ers they are a It^bjteE of perpetiiil dread-. 
For my piirt^ I woijld rather liv'e under 
a 'I'urkifli ba(baw, ot in a coutitry tin^ 
dertnai-tial kw> than in a revbliitronary 
country governed by mobs/ 

* For this refcfon/ faid Siupeo, * ,ycu 
are a man of fropert^^ b\rt, foi* a ihafi 

F 4 without 
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without any property, the latter is pre- 
ferable, as it renders, in a fummary 
way,, the accumulations of wealth/ 

* But then/ anfwered the gentleman, 
* you are not one moment fare of your 
plunder — a ftronger man may tear it 
from you, and, like a worm caught by 
a chicken, the whole flock will in turn 
catch it from each other, till it is either 
pulled in pieces, or gulphed down by 
fome one at the hazard of choaking.' 

• But that has nothing to do with 
liberty,' cried Frederick. ' All riches, 
and efpecially hereditary riches, are to 
be conGdered as the falary of a finecure 
office, where the labourer and the manu- 
fafturer perform the duties, and the 
principal fpends the income in luxury 
and idlenefsl Hereditary wealth is in 
reality a premium paid to idlenefs, an 
immenfe annuity "expended to retain 
mankind in brutality and ignorance, by 

the 
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the want of leifure (or time to be idle.) 
The rich are furnifhed indeed with the 
means of cultivation and literature, but 
they are paid for being dilBpated and in- 
dolent. The moft powerful means that 
malignity could have invented, are em- 
ployed to prevent them from improving 
their. talents, and becoming ufeful to the 
public*/ 

* You have made a very long fpeech/ 
faid the gentleman, • on a very fhort 
fubjeft-; all you have faid amounting to 
this, that the poor are ignorant, becaufe 
they have not leifure to be idle, and 
the rich are ignorant, becaufe they are 
paid to be idle ; fo that, in faft, all real 
knowledge centres in yourfelf; and I 
have very little doubt, but, in your 
eyes, all the reft of mankind are 
little more than ideas, or at heft ma- 
chines/ 

* Godwin s PoliticalJufticC; page. 804. 

F 5 * I will 
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• I will prove it by a demonftrable 
argument/ cried Siupeo« 

• They are very defirii£kiire ideas 
ihen/ faid Dodor Alogos. • 'To fay 
the truths I am become quite fick of 
fociety, and a)l human nature together. 
I will go and bury myfelf in the wil- 
dernefs of America, where no mob 
will burn my houfe and deftroy my 
library.' 

I * Oh!* cried Frederick, Mberetbe 
people are free; — there the fpirit of 
truth fought with irrefiftable energy : 
republicans always fight with double 
ardour.* 

^ Enthufiafm/ faid tke gentleman^ ^ u 
no proof of either truth or juftice ; hut 
it is certain to infpire a defperate fpirit 
in thofe who feel it, let the caufe be ii^ 
berty, religion, rebellion, revenge, plun- 
der, or what not j though it is rtry well 
I ■ to 



to stfcribe to the* jtifticfe of tfie fcaaCd 
what in fad is ohly dtlfe' to fhe imof^v- 
icating enthudafm of attaining a point* 
Rfev^rJge in geirtferal iftfpJfes revoliltldns,^ 
The people feel (he evils they fufFer til*-* 
citr; Ib^ forget lha« a ehaiige mdft 
probably wm b€ fw £he worT6j arid t^ 
ht revenged oti drie? fdt df itteft, they be* 
c6lfife^ finift^ of tfrtolhfeV; 1 believe fhd^rie^ 
n^vfer tdt hfff)p^fled a ffevolufdoin, where 
-the* theft living genef'Mioti did n6t ttt\ 
atci^u^itlated ill, atfid the bteriefit to (ki 
ite^f »s tery doabtf'ul. lime and th6 
natural ih^^ovetrtettt of <h^ hurtiart 
mind gradually introduces reform, and 
in our own conftitutiofr we find always 
fofne frifie to improve; and if is welt 
known,- that at this moment we erijoy 
more real liberty than any of our ancef-- 
tors ; for irt the days, called the golderi 
days of good Queen Befs, did not fhe 
grant fo many monopolifing patents, 
that a gefttleman demanded, in the 
F6 Houfe, 
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Houfe, if there was not going to be a 
patent for felling bread/ 

The next day the Doftor began ta 
arrange his plans of emigration, pro- 
curing all the information he could of 
that deleSable country, where poor peo- 
ple live better than the rich ; where pro- 
vifions are To plentiful, you have money 
to take them away ; where more is paid 
to mechanics for their labour than the 
articles fell for; where there are no 
taxes, and where the travellers bundle 
with the daughters of the family. '^ 

Frederick felt his enthufiafm rife at 
this defcription, and determined to ac- 
company the Do£lor to Philadelphia,, 
one of the fined and moft regular cities 
in the world.—* It is there,' laid he„ 
' we {hall begin to breathe on the broad 
bafis of truth and reafon ; there all the 
puerile diftinftions of religion and 

country 
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cotintry are unknown, and man is re- 
fpefted for his good qualities.' 

Laura raifed many objedions to the 
fchcme, and Sufan abfolutely refufed to 
truft herfelf in a foreign country with- 
out being married. Thus the DoQor 
was under a philofophical neceffity of 
complying with a fuperftitious cuftom; 
and he could not refrain obferving, 
that if he would have fubmitted to matri- 
mony before, he might have married a 
lady of education and fortune, and nc^t 
an ignorant pert baggage, who affumed 
the airs of a lady, without the qualifi- 
cations. 

The eftate and ruins of the manfion 
being fold, the Doftor determined to 
fet out without putting in his claim to 
the damages he could demand from the 
county. 

Frederick for a while fufpended his 

defigns 
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defigtis upon Laura, fortfeeiftg, that 
when ihey ftould be fetiled lA a vifH- 
dernefs, Qie muft of neceffity be either 
his or Stupeo's, and he bad nb dsubt 
but Ihe would prefer the greater good. 



CHAPTER 
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Vhapter v. 



REFLECTIONS IN A STQRM THE DE- 
LIGHTS OF PHILADELPHIA TH£ 

DOCTOR PURCHASES A LARGE ES- 
TATE IN KENTUCKY. 

./X Pleafant gale wafted thefe advens* 
turers from tb^ delectable iftand, where 
every tbii>g wasi conduced in the worft 
manner poffible, and where law and 
religion influenced the majority of men. 
Their hope» were high, and they dif^ 
eaurfed dad diluted wi^ true meta-» 

phyfical 
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phyfical ardour. The reft of the paf- 
f«ngers were mechanics and country- 
men, going over to make their fortunes, 
and the praifes of America bounded 
from one mouth to another. 

* I am aftonifhed,' faid a man who 
had fold a very good trade. to emigrate, 
* I am aftonifhed that any man remains 
in Europe, when all the bleffings of life 
await him in America. I am going to 
purchafe fome, lots of ground in the 
great city of Walhington, which will 
fliortly be the moft magnificent in the 
world. All the houfes will be polifhed 
free-ftone, the moft narrow ftreets will 
be as wide as Portland Place in London. 
Ships already arrive there, and the crty 
will be the emporium of commerce: 
I underftand that it already makes a 
noble appearance/ 

* A very noble appearance indeed,^ 
faid the Captain : < the ftreets are all 

laid 
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laid out in right angles, Aipon paper. 
The number of workmen and mechanics 
employed in building this magnificent 
city is truly aftonifhing, they amount 
to nearly one hundred and fifty. . But 
the chief advantage attending this city 
is, that it. is contiguous to the eftates of 
the Prefident.* 

* You Jpeak,* faid the paflenger, * as 
if you were an Englifliman, and wiflied 
to difcourage new fettlers. I fuppofe 
you are jealous of others partaking in* 
the pleafures of your country. 

• Very far from it/ faid the Captain. 
' I am amufed with the golden dreams 
of emigrants^ who expeft to find filver 
crows in America ; and I can affure you 
what I tell you of Wafhington is li- 
terally true, and more than that, it 
never will be finifhed, on account of 
the local and multiplied inconveniences 
around it.' 

' But 
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**Bat how comes it/ faid the other, 
* that fuch advertifenarents areitiferted 
in the newfpapers ?' 

* HoV^ comes k/ feid the C^^Hi^iR* 
you puiF oiF any aitifcte you wiJh to 
difpofe of ?-*-Do you think it is nac'ural 
for a man who has difcovered ia ttea^ 
fure, (,o call all the world to fhare it 
with him? This very reafon ongfat to 
deter people, if ttoey were not mad^ 
they might be certain^, if America was 
that happy land held out to them by 
defigning men* all the vagabc>od& in 
Europe would not be invited to its 
bowers/ 

After they had foiled many days be^- 
fore a fair wind, the heavens became 
fuddenly obfcured ; black clouds em* 
battled over the deep, which hiffed in 
rifihg breakers againft the fhip's fide. 
Sadden fqualls furrowed the dark bq^ 
fom of the ocean, and threatened to 

tear 



THE VAGABOND. II5 

tear the faskfrom the yards. All hands 
wjene ordei^ to work; tfee (ails were 
furled, the yards ftruck, the puaaps 
cleared, and every preparation made 
for a llorm*' 

. * My dear Dodor/ faid Frederick, 
in the cabin, * now we fiiall behold a 
grand diiplay of magnificent fcenery ; 
we fhall fee Nature in a rage, and ad- 
mire the terrific features of her coun- 
tenance.' 

* I hope not/ iaid the Do£k>r j • I 
have no curiofity to behold the bottom 
of the terrible lea, to be hacked in 
pieces by the fword-fifh, fmothered in 
tbc embraces of polypuffes, or devour- 
ed by aligatprs/ . . 

* A true pfailofopher/ -cried Stupeo, 
* will behold the combuftion of elemems 
with tranquillity ; he would not tremble 
were all the human iiace fgattered round 

his 



Il6 THE VAGABOND. 

his feet with a blaze of lightning; though 
the clouds were to become ignited and 
flame around his head; though the con- 
cave vault of the heavens was to be- 
come red-hot; though the earth was to 
diflblve with fulminations beneath his 
feet, and parting nature to Ynix in chao- 
tic confufion, yet would he ftand firm 
and undifmayed : — ftich are the efFefts 
of real philofophy/ 

At that moment a loud crafli of thun«» 
der burft over them^ and rattled to a 
diftance in various dire6iions. 

• The devil take it/ cried Stupeo, 
« that's a horrid fmafti ; the wind howls 
like an hundred wolves in a foreft hung 
with fnow. The fea thumps againll the 
veflfel as if it would break in the tim- 
bers. After all, men are very foolifh 
to trull themfelves fo far from land in 
an egg-fteU.' . 



It 
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* It is nothing - but an idea/ faid 
Laura. * What, are you frightened at 
your own ideas ?* 

* I am fearfuU* faid the Doftor, ' that 
even Mr. Hume muft allow this ftorm 
to be fomething more than idea/ 

* I Ihall go on deck,' faid Frederick: 

* I am like an Engliihman fo far, that 
I am only afraid when I don't fee the 
danger/ 

* I will go with you/ faid Laura ; 

* the Chip trembles fo much I cannot 
fit/ 

It was with difficulty they could prg^- ^ 
ferve themfelves from falling, by grafp- 
ing the hatchway; but the fcene that 
prefented was the moft terrible fublime. 
One univerfal canopy of black clouds 
feemed to unite the ocean with the , 
heavens^ and the rain poured down in 

fuch 
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foch tojrrents^ that they, might, be (aid 
to be ovcrwbelimed in water ; through 
this« the vivid flaflles of lightning 
played at leifure, dancing on the moun* 
taibous: billows, and giving, to the 
vidg«s of rolling waves, w^b uiniblefll 
over each other as if contending ih^ a 
race, the momentary appearance of 
iBcltdng, gold. The thunder was fo 
near,, that it appeared rather furiiound^ 
kig tioin above them^ and^the wfaola was 
a promifcuous confufion of firi& and 
water, the waves refleCling and refraS- 
ing the variegated ligbtningf in every 
diirdSioQ. 

* Oh ! great Creator of the univerfe/ . 
faid: Laura, a tear of piety ftarting from 
her eye ; ' Qh! that man would ac^ 
huowiedge thy pawer, for what prevents 
that tbou! {hoiuldft at this moment de- 
fixny the- whole earthy and expunge- it 
from thy pififcnce for the crimes of ite 
peopk.!^ 

• Surely,' 
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* Smrelyi* fatidi Frederick, 'this 13^ more 
thaffi idea :-^tk€xe' maft be an omnipo^ 
tctst B^ing^ notwithftanding Mr. Hume 
and Stupe©;. Wei?e this ftorm. the prro- 
du£lion of chance^ it might continue, it 
naturally would continue for. ever, and 
oyerwh^m creaiion/ 

* Chanced* repeated Laura: * How 
im it happened; th<Nt this whole globe haa 
never deviated- from- its orb ? Why. do 
not the planets leave their harmonic cir- 
cles and daih eiai:h other to pieces ?—* 
Harmony is not an attribute of chance, 
for the very word chance, implies con- 
fufiook Sujfil^, had not. fome infinite 
Being, .whoin:we'lhould;trembl6 to name^ 
given, them their motions, they, never 
could bavie; continued Within their orbit* 
But mai^ wdak' and filly man, denies 
Providence and miracles, becaufe Pre 
vidence is not every day working mira- 
cles to^provide bima dinner.' 

• That 
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* That peal of thunder feemed to me 
to {hake the foundations of the uni- 
verfe/ faid Frederick: — 'but you look 
quite compofed, Laura—are you- not 
frightened ?' ^ 

9 
ft 

* I am indeed/ faid fhe, * very much 
frightened, but I am not difmayed. — 
*Tis true I am a weak woman, but I 
look beyond thefe heavy and fulphur- 
ous clouds, to a Deity who knows the 
weaknefs of his creatures, and can, in 
his omnipotence, as well proteft me as 
a world.' 

* But do you think,* faid Frederick, 
* that he regards at all the aQions of 
human beings? If he did, why in the 
fliipwreck of a;i^e(rel Ihall perhaps every 
man be drowned, except the moft exe- 
crable villain amongft them?* 

* Becaufe that the good and the bad 
are fo conneEted, that a ftorm cannot 

fall 
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Fall upon one without touching the 
other, and to a good man drowning is 
a very trifling evil.'' 

* How fo ? You fpeak now like a 
philofopher. Is it a trifle to be anni- 
hilated to felf-confcioufnefs, to lofe all 
the pleafures of life, and become no 
more than the ftone or vegetating 
ft rub?' 

* Indeed/ anfwered Laura, '^ if fuch 
are your fentiments, death is to you 
the moft tremendous of evils — you mufl: 
ftudder at the idea, and to fecure your- 
felf fome paultry, tranfient gratifica- 
tions, perpetrate unnumbered crimes. 
But, amidft tliis ftorm, when the next 
moment may whelm us beneath the 
deep, fee how calm a woman can be, 
whofe mind is a£led upon by the cheer- 
ing hopes of religion, and who expefts 
hereafter to live to a beatified eternity.' 

-Vol, II. G ' But 
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* But I have no ideas of fuch a ftate^ 
and we know that the vi^lgar notion of 
an heaven above us cannot phyfic«illy 
be true.* 

* And why not ?* faid Laura : — * you 
will tell me perhaps, that beyond our 
fyftem there are other fyftems, and be- 
yond thefe others, reaching to diftances 
furpaffing comprehenfion. But, is fpace 
bounded by our imagination, or is all 
fpace filled with fyftems? Beyond all 
thefe fyfl:ems may there not, be 2^ fur- 
rounding fpace, where every idea of 
heaven may be realifed, where new re- 
gions of inconceivable formation and 
glory may exift, for who fliall limit the 
Supreme ? Even fuppofe all fpace to 
be filled with fyftems and worlds, may 
not thefe ftars be fo many different pa- 
radifes, fitting the difpofiiion of differ-, 
entfpirits?' 

' Thefe 
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* Thefe things/ faid Frederick, * may 
not be impoffible ; but they are very con- 
trary to the doQrine of the great Stu- 
peo. What a grand fcene is he lofing ! — 
I will go and call him.' 

The ftorm now raged with fuch vio- 
lence, 'that the (hip was given to the 
winds, driving between the furrows of 
the rulhing waves. The great Stupeo 
laid upon tlie cabin floor, uttering the 
moft horrid execrations — fwearing that 
all hell was broke loofe, and that the 
black demons of the air were running 
the fliip into the clouds. 

* That's a very fublioie idea,' faid 
Frederick, * but I hope not literal, for 
if there be an hell,- what will become 
of us ?' 

* O God ! ' cried Dodor Alogos, • I 
do acknowledge thy power; I was a 
fool ever to doubt it»* 

G 2 Laura 
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Laura endeavoured to comfort poor 
Sufan and the reft of the pafTengers in 
the cabin ; and the better to prevent 
refleSion, fhe defired them to fing fome 
pfalms, fetting the example by begin- 
ning the 104th. The novelty of fuch 
an action in fo defpairing a fituation 
gained their attention, and many join- 
ing in, the terror of the danger was 
damped, and they .felt a fomething of 
confcious fatisfaftion, which is unknown 
to any but thofe who have been in 
fome fimilar fituation, or have feU the 
tranquillity of a quiet confcience — 
Even Stupeo himfelf changed his exe- 
crations into groans, and Frederick 
hung down his head in filent reflec^ 
tion, 

* The ftorm gradually fubfiding, by 
degrees the feveral charaders of the 
company returned, with this difference, 
that Stupeo maintained with more ob- 
ftinacy than ever his doctrine of chance 

and 
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and fcepticirm. Frederick wavered in 
his mind according to the.impiilfe of 
his paffions; and Dodtor Alogos be- 
came convinced that there was more in 
religion and common-place maxims of 
good and evil than the great Stupeo 
would allow. 

In this difpofition they arrived at 
Phikidelphia, and rejoiced at the prof- 
pcfl of having reached a place where 
truth and juftice had erefted the ftan- 
dard of reafon. Frederick was furprifed 
to find the renowned city not fo large as 
that part of Mary-le-Bone which is 
built ; but confoled himfelf with the lofs 
of one of the fineft cities in the world, 
as he could look over the ground where 
Mwas to (land. 

As they paffed along the ftreets, they 

were hooted at by the children, and 

called vagabond Englifh, with other 

opprobious names. — * This is very 

G3 P.ra;. .•; 
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ftrange,* faid Frederick : I thought 
the Americans' made no diftindlioiis of 
country ; but we are only (Irangers yet 
— they will refpeft us when th^y know 

^ us better.* 

I 

They procured lodgings at an extra- 
vagant rate, and calling for refrefliment, 
received fome . very coarfe cakes — 
wretched butter, and fait meat, for in 
fummer no fre/h meat will keep a day ; 
and for this they paid more than the 
bed articles would have coft in London. 

* Things are not quite as they ftould 
he even heire,' faid the Doftor. 

* What do you mean by that ?* faid 
^n American wailer. * Do you mean 
^o ftjgmatife Congrefs ?' 

* Heaven forbid/ replied t^e DoQor: 
1 fliould like to fpeak to yoiir matter 

*^Ht my baggage.- 

* My 
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• My matter! I don't know fuch a 
man. Do you think I am a flave? — I 
am a repcrblitan, a free-born American. 
Bot who are you ? Some loufy, beggar- 
ly emigre, come here to cut wood and 
hew Hone for us.* 

Doftor Alogos looked in filent artiaze- 
ment. Frederick was riling to kick the 
republican down flairs ; but Scupeo 
obfervcd that this was the genuine blunt 
fpirit of freedom : that, like Spartans^ 
the Americans took perfed liberty of 
Jpeech. 

* But they do not fcem to allow it to . 
others,' faid Laura. 

The heat was extremely intenfe, fo 
much fo, that the whole company con- 
fined themfelves within doors, delibe- 
rating on the mode they fhould adopt 
rn promoting their paftoral fcheme. — 
Laura amufed herfelf at the windows: 
G 4 to 
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to her it had an air of novelty to fee 
every'ihird perfon a black ; but fhe was 
allonifhed to fee the people labouring 
notwithftanding the violent heat, which 
>vas alinod fafFocaiing to thofe who 
remained ina£live ; and the fwarms of 
mufcatoes were to Englifhmen a perfect 
plague* 

* Thefe labourers/ faid„ a waiting- 
maid, * are Scotch, Irifli, and German 
emigranfs, who earn eleven Jliillings a 
day currency/ 

* Eleven (hillings a day t' exclaimed 
Frederick; * it is more than opr pea- 
fants in England earn in a- week: they 
mud live like noblemen. But what do - 
you call currency ?* 

* Why it's about fix and fi.xpencc 
Englifh ; but they are very badly off 
for all that, for every thing is fo dear 
they can hardly live upon it, and one 

half 
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half of thejn foon.die of fevers and 
agues.* . 

The landlord's daughter was a 
prettyifli girl, and night coming on, 
Frederick requefted her to bundle with 
him, — * If you infult me,* faid (he, * our 
Matthew . fhall bundle you into the 
Delaware/ • . 

Frederick was aftoniftied at this frank- 
nefs. — It is very different here, faid he 
to himfelf, but I don't know whether 
n is all for the bettet. 

In the night Frederick was difturbed 
by the rumbling of carts : — it is very 
ftranje, thought he, that fo many night- 
men are at work at once in fuch a litde 
city, or perhaps they all come through 
this ftreet. The Americans furely don't 
go in carts to balls. — In the morning 
he inquired, and was informed it was 
G 5 only 
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only the dead carts that carried away 
t&ofe who died in the courfe of die 
day. 

' That's ftrange/ faid he; I counted 
Jiear twenty, and this city is of very 
narrow extent/—* It is a very magni- 
ficent city, and the larged in all the 
union,* faid the landlord 4 — * but the 
ycUow fever carries off fome dozens in 
a day : however, we don't mind thefc 
things fince we have got our indepen- 
dence/ 

* Very true,' replied the Doftor ; 

• liberty fweetens every thing, arid it 
is a glorious epoch in the annals of man, 
that property ceafes in this great weftern 
Continent to influence the anions of 
inen/ 

The landlord gazed, with furprife,— 

* Property/ faid he,.* is the only (limu- 

I . lufl 



lus to commerce-— commerce is the fup^ 
port of arts and fciences, and no man 
will be above trade : we have no honeft 
gentlenien here — no idle hands — if a 
man will not work^ he may ftarve.' 

' That's a deteftable fyRem/ faid 
Stupeo; * the ancient Spartans nev^r 
degraded themfelves with work* Man 
in a (late of nature does not work, he 
has few wants, and thefe the waters or 
the woods fupply/ 

• That may be, friend; but our motto 
is Endure, Jmt hope, and that of all new- 
comers is Work, or Jlaroe. I fee you are 
a green-one yet, and unfeafoned ; all 
you people from the old world think 
money is made for nothing here— but it 
is ail a farce/ 

* Where in the w'orld/ faid the Oot- 
tor, ^ (hall we find the genuine pfrinti- 
plcs of liberty and equality ?• 

G6 « As 
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* As to liberty/ faid the Atnericar>, 
* every man has liberty to follow any 
trade he pleafes, and to vote for the 
Congrefs if he is a naturalized citizen; 
and as to equality, we have no titles 
except '/quire, but fqr equality of pro- 
perty, as fome of our own people would 
like it, it's' a mere fire- fly of a dark 
evening.* 

The idea of the yellow fever had 
damped the fpirits of the whole conb- 
pany, and it was refolved to quit the 
city of Philadelphia witk all conve- 
nient fpeed. ' This matter was under 
confideration when a thin man entered 
the room.; :■:■ 

* My good friends/ faid he^ * I un- 
derftand you intend fettling upon an 
agricukural plan. Agriculture is the 
moft noble purfuit of independent man, 
and a fure fource of wealth.' — * How 
did you know our intention ?' faid the 

DoQor; 
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Doflor; ' we have not yet beeen twenty- 
four hours in the city/ 

\ My defire to ferve all mankind,' 
replied he, * and to prevent the fchemes 
of impoftors, who, taking advantage of 
their local knowledge, often deceive 
and cheat firangers, has led me to in- 
trude upon you.' 

* Indeed,' faid Alogos, * I thought 
all the people of the new world had 
been difinterelled and benevolent to* 
wards all mankind, who fly from the old 
world to be free of its crimes/ 

* Human nature. Sir, is not yet ar- 
rived at perfeftion : 'tis true we are ad- 
.vancing rapidly forward— witnefs the 
great public roads and canals which 
interfeft the country •' 

* Why arc thefe roads?' faid Fre- 

derick : 
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derick : * You ought to throw every im- 
pediment in the way of commerce— it is 
thence arifes all our evils/ . 

* That is very true. Sir, but in thi5 
country to talk difrefpeftfully of com- 
merce is high treafon : we are a comnier- 
cial people.- By means of thefe roads and 
canals, we have peopled the great wil- 
dernefs, and planted fettlements where 
only rattlefnakes ufed to balk. — To 
what part of the Continent do you in- 
tend journeying?* 

* That we are undetermined upon,' 
faid the Doftor ; * we would be as far 
from fociety as we can, and in a couti- 
try where we can enjoy the advantages 
of nature/ 

* Then Kentucky is yout objefl ; it 
is the moft deleftable fpot on the face 
of the earth; it is a fecond Arcadia— a* 
continued fcene of romantic delight and 

piClurefque 
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piiflurefque profpefts. An author of 
undoubted veracity has given an hiftory 
of that heavenly region. Sympathy, 
fays he, is regarded as the effence of 
the human foul, participating of celef- 
tial matter, and as a fpark engendered to 
warm our benevolence, and lead to 
the raptures of love and rational fe- 
licity. 

• With fuch fentiments our amufe- 
ments flow from the interchange of civi- 
lities, and a reciprocal defire of pleaf- 
ing. That famenefs may not cloy and 
make us dull, we vary the fcene as the 
nature of circumftances will permit. — 
The opening fpring brings with it the 
profpeft of our fummcr*s labour, and 
the brilliant fun adlively warms into 
life the vegetable world, which blooms 
and yields a profufion of aromatic 
odours. A creation of beauty is now 
a feaft of joy; and to look for amufe- 

mcnt 
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ment beyond this genial torrent of 
fweets would be a perverfion of nature, 
and a facrilege againft heaven.* 

The feafon of fugar-making occu- 
pies the women^ whofe mornings are 
cheered by the modulated buffoonery 
of the mpcking-bird, the tuneful fong 
of the thrufh, and the gaudy plumage 
of the parroquet. Feftive mirth crowns 
the evening. The bufinefs of the day 
being over, the men join the women in 
the fugar-groves, where enchantment 
feems to dwell. The lofty trees wave 
their fpreading branches over a green 
turf, on whofe foft down the mildnefs 
of the evening invites the neighbouring 
youth to fportive play, while our rural 
Neftors, with calculating minds, con- 
template the boyifli gambols of a grow- 
ing progeny ; they recount the exploits . 
of their early age, and in their en:hu- 
fiafm, forget there are fuch things as 
• decri- 
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decripitude and mifery. Perhaps a 
convivial fong, or a pleafant narration 
clofes the fcene*/ 

^ Or perhaps,' faid Laura, with a 
fmile, ' the. fairy flrikes with her filver 
wand, and the whole vanilhes, leaving 
behind an uncultivated wildernefs.' 

* It's every word true/ faid Citizen 
Common : * I have not told you half 
what Mr. Im — y fays of it. I am a 
furveyor, and can point you out the 
moft eligible fituations, which, out of 
roy refpeft for your charafters, I will da 
without reward. Here are plans of 
eight different eftates, from one hun- 
dred acres to five thoufand. There are 
three qualities of land, but I fuppofe- 
you would prefer* the beft, which will 
be parted with prodigioufly cheap-— 
twelve guineas for the hundred acres.' 

*^ See Imley*s Romantic Account of Keniucky, 

* Twelve 
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* Twelve guineas for the hundred 
acres!' exclaimed the Doftor : • why 
you miftake, you are giving the land 
away. Ah ! if ail the poor vagabonds 
in the old world knew thai here they 
could have a portion of earth for almoft 
nothing, they would beg, borrow, tr 
ftealy to procure a paflage to this land 
of milk and honey/ 

* There are thoufafids every year/ 
faid the ftrafiger, * who benefit by our 
hofpttality. If I might advife, this piat 
of ground, fituated on tbe ndrtb fork of 
tbe Elkhorn, is the moft eligible for t 
firft fettknaent.' 

' Well/ faid the Doftor, * if you 
bring me the title deeds and witneflesi 
I will purchafe that : a thoufand acres 
is juft an hundred and eight guineaSi 
and that's a mere fong.* 

• Indeed/ faid Common, with a ftarc, 

• you 
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* you fliall have the deeds drawn Out 
ancJ rtgiftered with precifioti.* — This be- 
ing fettled, he obferved that at fi/cli a 
diilance, they would require to take 
with them various implements of huf- 
bandry, and articles of neceffity, every 
thing being tripled in expence beyond 
the Allegany mountain&w 

* But why,* faid Frederick, * fhcald 
we encumber ourfelves with articles of 
luxary ? We intend to quit fociety, and 
wiil not load ourfelves with its inconve** 
niences/ 

* My dear Sir/ faid Common, ' you 
advance beyond the mark : fo much do 
we depend upon each other, that we 
can neither begin nor proceed without 
th« co-operations of our fellows : for 
inftance, how will you cultivate the 
earth? Will you tear down the trees 
with your bodily prowefs ? or will, you 

turn 
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turn the fod with your nails ? You muft 
have fpades and ploughs, and a variety 
of other articles.' 

• We are obliged to have all tbefe in 
England/ faid Frederick : * I do not 
fee that labour is lefs or more eafy in 
the new world than the old.' 

• 

• Infinitely fo,' cried Common ; ^ far- 
mers here work for themfclve«, wages 
are fo high that they cannot afford to 
hire men, and land is fo cheap that fer- 
vants foon become mailers/ 

• That is as it fliould be/ faid Stupeo, 
« that is fomething like equality. In 
our country, a farmer with a few hun- 
dred acres does litde more that over- 
look his fervants/ 

Under the diredlions of .Common, 
near a thoufand pounds were expended 

in 
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in articles neceflary far a fettlement.— 
The patent was made out at the regu- 
lar office, and four waggons waited the 
pleafure of thefe great men, who quit- 
ted the haunts of luxury in fearch of' 
virtue and liberty in an howling wil- 
dernefs. 

Every article as they pafiTed along the 
road was exhorbitantly dear, feventeen 
dollars being charged for a common din- 
ner for thenifelves and their horfes: but 
what more aftonidied them, was the im- 
pertinence of the inn-keepers, who be- 
ing all agricultural men, did not alto- 
gether depend on their inns, and con- 
ceived travellers to be the obliged par- 
ties* 

* This is very Angular hofpitality/ 
faid the Doflor : * I have' read a book 
which informed me it was cuftomary 
to travel from farm-houfe to farm-houfe, 

and ' 



c 
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and from New England to Maryland, 
almoft free of expcnce.' 

• Republicans/ faid Stupco, * are 
independent people, they do not cringe 
and fawn upon you for a (hilling like 
your traders in Europe ; they poflefs a 

confcious manly dignity.' 

§ 

« The dignity of an inn-keeper is 
certainly very great/ faid Laura ; * but 
I prefer the flavifh European, where 
people feem obliged to you at lead.* 

As they advanced over the mountains 
to Fort Pit, they were charmed with 
the fcenery and the majeftic river Ohio, 
down which they failed, between ex- 
tenfive favannahs and high - towering 
forefts, where fcarcely the beanos of 
day, much lefs the foot of, man, ever 
penetrated. 

Stupeo, 



I 
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Stupeo, who was a man of profound 
refleftioa, was frequently fubjeft to 
melancholy, to diffipate which, he had 
recourfe to peach brandy and American 
rurti, (indeed thefi^ mingled with water 
are the common drink); but though, 
he was no milkfop, he was foon feized 
with a dyfentery, which to his comfort 
he fotind was very ufual to new 
comers. 

Being arrived at Lexington, the me- 
tropolis of the fined country in the 
world, they were a little furprifed* at 
fight of about thirty ill-looking wooden 
houfes, but they had feen fo many won-, 
ders in the new world, that they wdre 
not altogether confounded, and Stupeo 
declared that he was delighted at the 
profpeft of comhiig nearer a ftate of 
nature than they had even hoped or 
expe£led. 

Their 
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Their large train of baggage was a 
fufficient fign of importance to procure 
them feveral vifitors : by this means the 
place of their intended fettlement was 
quickljr known, and a great deal of 
unnecelTaryXrouble avoided, there be- 
ing already a faniily at Lexington, come 
from Virginia, with a grant for the fame 
land, which they w^cre unable to' fetde, 
it being already in the pofleffion of ano- 
ther holder. 

* This is inconceivable/ faid Doftor 
Alogos ; * one had need poffefs a (hare 
of fiiff'ering philofophy to endure this: 
but how am I to be righted?' 

' You may go to law,' replied the 
informant. ^ I am an attorney, and will 
do you juftice; for though the other 
purchafer has been at law this twelve- 
month, and has loft his caufe, that was 
becaufe he did not employ me.' 

• Go 
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* Oo ^ law!' cried the'Doftor with- 
horrot ;* • what are ihepe laws and law- 
yers in a wildernefs? 1 expedled to have 
foi^nd nmhflhgt wozfe than raule^fnakes 

• The world' could not exifl: without 
l&wv? faid the. lawyer; * Why, it if- 
alxaofti im^flible' to' pucchaTe- a lot oP 
laad hare without a* Iftw-fuit^ ent^iled^ 
fbnatthe office they) greHit patent upoil* 
patent, fo that any man may choofe 
what part he prefers of the whole coun- 
try, and when he is here he cannot eafily 
return.* 

« That is right,* cried Stupeo, * that 
is exaftly my fyftem of argument, the 
greateft refulting good i^ the firft to be 
defined ; the wildernefs muft be peopled, 
and the human race expanded oyer the 
furface of the earth/ 

< But can we have do land?' faid 
Vo^ II. H Frederick ; 
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Frederick; • furcly this prodigious 
country is not all monopolifed ?' 

* You may have thoufands of acres/ 
replied the lawyer; * but, if you would 
be fafby you muft purchafe at fecond- 
hand— ^that is» a lot from the great far- 
mers. You may have good uncultivated 
land at fix guineas the hundred acres.— 
Mr. Common impofed upon you more 
than one half, but I am an honed man.' 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 



TH£ PLEASURES OV BENDING NATURE 
TO THE RULES OF ART — STUPEO 
AND SUSAN DETERMINE TO PEOPLE 
THE WILDERNESS — THE SUPERI- 
ORITY OF SAVA<;£ LIPE EXEM- 
PLIFIED. 

Having made a puTctafe of three 
hundred acres, about one hundred and 
fifty miles from Lexington, nearer the 
Ohio, containing two fine mill feats, 
with water carriage for timber^ they 
began their march through the wilder- 
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nefs. Every^ten or twelve miles along 
the road a little plantation was begun. 
Laura looked in vain for the blooming 
orchards and fugar-groves, with fine 
lie^wns beneath theqpr^ (he fajM indeed fome 
clufters of fugar^mapple trees at inter- 
vals in the woods^ where Nature had 
planted 'them; butJU^tQ.the velvet mea- 
dows^ nothing of that fort appeared^ the 
native grafs being feveral feet high, mat- 
ted fo as to be silmpft ia>pa0kble>. s^nd 
loo rank for any ufe^ Th^ weather was 
infuffers^bly hpt-rrjuillions of infe^s.tpr- 
mcntf^d. thqm night a|i(l ds^y-r-fpakes 
curled along th^ tr^a^s, (caUed^ rpjiids) 
and prodigious large frogs s^i^d*. to^^s 
wallowed in every little tank of ftagnate 
water, which the impenetrable foreft pr^-» 
vented tl^e fun from evaporating. 

Neither milk nor butter were pra- 
cureable at any price;, and they were- 
under the neceflhy of ^rinkifig fpirit* 
and' water; whicb^ thre^i them^ aJli iatoi 

flight 



fBijgki 'feve^, ^rid irdded #rength to <!he 
«hfeafe <of Stupto. 

Bfeteg ^rtiv^ ^l the placfe ^htrfe 
^bey tvWe to fettle, they wa*e a ''ftctifc 
fai-prifed tp fitti it teoVe^red iviA proi- 
dtgimiB Urge Irees^ Ivhictx feehied to 
JoSd <dtAaMce t6 bftmiin klToan A thrck 
cane brake over-ran half th^ fttrfece, 
and was fo matted and entangled with 
t*fe ttt^ thstt tlfey -ebuM iibt even 
iDtekl: a jl^Silfe tkto^ih. The gfOuftd, 
V^ifcfc ^«^ tt&l thtts tbVfei^d, ^^^ ^^^i. 
j>arehtl)r ft> feant^, ftit llie black h^athfe 
of England were a fejtt bf 'Cbttfti^aWtiv^ 
garden. 

^ it is plain t^ tefc^* faid Stiifafco^ ' that 
ttHtivating tkt ground 18 *& deviation 
ftotu th« ftatd of Mture, Has fire not 
^read her wide lextcfided branches 
to flieli^r us frotn belt ind fronft 
rain? Has fhe hot ftmttei^ed varioUfc 
fruits and fhrubs within, our reach^ and. 
H ^ what 
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vbat do we want more? When we fhall 
have fpent our ftrength in deftroying 
thefe trees, and laboured to raife the 
rotten fods into life, (hall we not fet 
fomc value on the earth? We fliall 
become proud^ felfifb, and tyrannical— 
we fliall not readily yield it to another^ 
and thus we give birth to all the hdK 
TOTS of civil life.' 

• It is too late now to retraft/ faid 
Laura '; * furely the refpurces of philo- 
fophy are not exhaufted^ reafon and truth 
have now full power to expand uncheck- 
ed, in the defart wild.* 

• To be pcrfeftly free/ faid Stupeo, 
* we (hould become like the roaming 
Indians; let us give to mankind a great 
and glorious example ; let us cafl afide 
our clothes, they are an incumbrance 
beneath the dighity of virtue, let us live 
like the wild Indians.' 

• Yo«i 
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• You may if you like/ faid Laura> 
laughing, • but I fear you will not 
eafily do without brandy, and that's a 
forbidden article in the big book of 
Nature/ 

• For my part/ faid Frederick, • I 
^iU try the incohveniencies of a de^ 
tached life before I wholly enter, into a 
date of favagifm ; we have contra£led 
fo many unnatural wanu, which reafon 
knows to be ufelefs, that it requires 
time to root out our habits and preju. 
dices.' 

In about a week's* tinlej an uncom- 
fortable hovel was ereded, with the hel^p 
of fome neighbours ; but thofe phllo- 
fophers had fo little refolution in en- 
countering great difficulties, that thefe 
three- great men were another week be* 
fore they had cut oEF the lower boughs 
of a few trees, where they had planned 
a kitchen garden. 

H 4 Stupeo 
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(Siupeo wa$ 4^owfi off bit legs vith 
4be Ikrie ^lo^eriioii be litd nmde, tbe 
lieat and <lbe i)ad provifions^ ao meat 
k^cfpifig iN^thouc fait. No pbyficiMi 
was within many miles, and that one, an 
ignorant quack, whofe whole knowledge 
was drawn from a Salmon*^ Diljpenfa- 
«ofy, and cbe Ijondon Compkac Ait ^of 
Healing. 

iSj^ipeiD pretended he rgoicedthai ns* 
tnrt iflpould 'have her ooisries but ite 
fbon So redttoed bini» that it iwes evident 
the great man would quit the world witk* 
out having caufed one revolution; and 
the Do£^or difpatc^ed a meffenger Tor 
die furgeon, who, on his arrival^ pre- 
Ccribed finne common medicines, which 
gready relieved the patient. 

Do^r Alogos lamented the want of 
books, though he had very little time 
to read : what kifure he had was fpent 
in idle repining, and curfing the day he 

ever 



e^*r fbt hii foot on the new ^oHdi 
whieh to hi^ tyts appeared ohly half 
formed, tit had another Tubjea of 
difqtti^t in Sufati, who was evety day 
reproaching hml ^ith having cdtHed 
h€r cttit df the Mk)rld to die in a dcrart. 
Laura wa& the biily one any way coh«^ 
tentedi for the fwcetnefs of her difpofi-^ 
tion, and her affeQion to her unck, 
overlooked many difficulties. — -Surely, 
thought the Doftor, there is fomething, 
at leaft very pleslfant in the attachment 
of kindred, and though (he ttiay love 
mt as^ an ihdividual, contrary to the 
ntw {)hilofophy, 1 do not percfeivc any 
great evil in it. 

The progrefs Chey made in cultiTatibn^ 
fefvedonly to fliew them the foftility of 
their undertaking, and a whole family 
happening to die of a fever occafioned^ 
by over labour, they pu^chafed the farm,^ 
which had been brought into fom^ de- 
gree of cultivation. Thfe ground, which 
H 5 had 
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had never been turned up to the air^ 
being compofed of rotten vegetable 
fubftance, was loaded with febrile jmr- 
tides and noxious vapour^ the efie&s 
of which are frequently feen in the 
deaths of new-comers ; nor did the Doc- 
tor and Frederick efcape without a fe-- 
yere fit of the ague, which difabled them 
from labour. 

The great Stupeo feemed here buried 
in unworthy obfcurity : he faw bis genius 
and talents unemployedj and mankind 
unbenefitted by his labours. He had 
fruiilefsly attempted to injure the inno- 
cence of Laura, who detefted him even 
more than Frederick ; and he refolved 
no longer to fufFer the unjuft mono- 
poly which Do£tor Alogos pradifed in 
the perfon of Sufaji. The latter -was 
heartily tired of the DoQor, who was 
not fo young as Stupeo, and having 
hnbibed the real principles of equality, 
{he made very little difficulty of aiding 

to 
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to people this wildernefs^ where, it muft 
be confeOed, there was a little too much 
of folitude. 

The DoQor beheld as a fingulilr 
phenomenon, the change of Sufan'^ 
ihape> which neither reafon nor argu- 
ment could account for, though it was^ 
evident there muft have been a caufe 
fuperior to chance. 

^ It may be nothing more than an 
idea/ foid Stupeo ; * but at any rate it 
doe* not fignify who is the parent of 
the child — the refuhing good is equal :> 
it is of no consequence to the child, 
becaufe under the prote£):ion of philo- 
fophy, its mind will gradually expand 
to the genial beams of truth. I am o{ 
opinion, that children (hould be brought 
up indifFerentJy by the male or female, j 

as it may happen. Why, I would aft,^ 
in the name of common fenfe, are nqt 
H 6 men 
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men as well calculated for nuiies as 
women?' 

• Becaufe/ faid Laura, • they are 
not fo domeftic, and becaufe Provi- 
dence has provided the female with a 
nutriment adapied to the tendemefs of 
infanoy/ 

« That atifes from mere repletion,' 
faid the great philofopher^ < and is the 
fource of all our difcafes— we draw in 
corruption at the bread, and if we 
wopld one day become immortal, I am of 
opinion we ihould be educated inde« 
pendent from the birth, and fed upon 
fomethiiig more natural than roiHc, 
which is of all &bllances foonell cor-> 
Mpied/ 

' Of coarfe upon brandy/ faid Laura ; 
* brandy is one of the leaft corruptible 
of fluids/ 

Sufan, 



THE VAGABOND. I57 

Sufan^ in due time^ brought a man 
child into the world; but no phyikian 
or perfon of Ikill being within rcich, an 
ignorant old woman officiated^ and the 
poor wretch expired in agony. 

* Such/ cried Stupco, * are the con- 
fequences of being neither in nor out of 
fociely: — here we are in a defart, aban- 
doned by our fpecies^ with all the habit* 
we contrafted in fociety, and no means 
to faiisfy them : — if we had been in a- 
ftate of nature, nature would have ac- 
complifhed every thing/ 

The Doftor was (hocked at the 
event, though fatisfied fhe had not been 
conftant to himfelf; and be more than 
ever began to doubt the reality and 
praflicability of the fublime do&rines of 
the new philofophy. . Stupeo under- 
took the education of the boy, whom 
he infiftcd ftould enjoy pcrfeft fre^- 
* domj 
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dom, and be allowed to crawl about the 
houie like any other animal. 

VHe (hall not be thwarted in any 
thing,' faid be: * the great Roufleau 
tells us that we only implant vices into 
children by pretending to teach thein 
juftice» and deftroy the temper by 
checking the Tallies of imagination.* 
Unfortunately for the enlightened fyflem' 
of education, this grand experiment 
proved abortive. The tender infant 
iickenedj and died of a confumption. 

Frederick, however, maintained that 
it was the kindnefs of Laura which 
killed it; and Scupeo difcovered that it 
was ftung to death by mufcatoes, its 
body being delicate, and not plaiftered 
over with ungents of ,greafe, like the 
infahts of Indians; and the Doftor 
fwore that Stupeo had poifoned it with 
brandy. ' Thus thefe three great men 

could 
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could not agree upon fo infignificatii 
a thing as the death of a child under a. 
grand philofophical experiment : where 
then is the wonder that men are daily 
cutting each others throats for a diffe- 
rence of political opinion ? 

One day when thefe three philofo- 
fophers were labouring in the field, fome- 
times uttering execrations, and fome- 
times difputing, not a little to the pre- 
judice of immutable truth, which often 
appeared in different (hapes, a troop of 
Miama Indians croffed the Ohio in 
their punts, and carried off all the 
portable articles at the little farm, which 
they had dignified with the name of 
Clarens. Poor Laura fhared the fate 
of the reft of the ftock, and it was not. 
known to the philofophers till their re- 
turn home^ 

* Black for ever be the day!' ex- 
claimed the Dodtor, * when I left Eng- 
land 
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land with all its evils-^there» peHoft^ 
and property enjoyed fome prote6tiot)j 
Alas ! my dear Laura^ my beloved cbildt 
is murdered and fcalped!' 

• Nothing more natural/ faid Stuped^ 
coolly: ' ravages do not make thofe 
childilh didinftions we do between 
beauty arid uglinefs — revenge is all they 
feek, for the unjuft ufurpation of the 
Europeans : — are we not driving them 
from their ancient poffeffions, and daily 
narrowing their bounds and power to 
live ?' 

' What liave they done/ faid the. 
DoCior, • in the courfe of fome thou- 
fand years ? The utmoft extent of their 
knowledge in agriculture, is the planting 
of a few flips of maize and tobacco.* 

• Bill they enjoy perfeS liberty/ faid 
Frederick ; * they have few vices and 

few' 
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|few wants — tliey roam at wilt over the 
face of the creation:— I feel myfelF en- 
amoured of favage life*.* 

' I fee 

* It is the pra6licc of the new fchool to exalt 
evefy^hoig <i^age. An Indian is -with them the 
vxoft ^rirtnoiiBof ftkanafi heingB; and th^ m$kit. 
hbn utter feotimesitslie never heard«'Mdf)erfbnn ao» 
tions which never were witnefTed. Why is aU this 
but to loofen men from the rcdprocal hoods of fb- 
ci^tgr> and to fap the foundations of human f oyenir 
ments. So far indeed are the Indians removed fcom 
^e^tfentimental phantoms, that they are totally the 
cpntraiy; though the cmancipatkm of tht nii;git)fes> 
aad the kiliiunaiifty of ChriiUans^ k an exceiJeat 
ftalking faorfes, for thofe who pi^tead to fiber ieel* 
ings than tHe refl of mankind. The following note 
will illuftrate the tenderncfs of the emancipated 
pegroes^^nd the Jmeje$lmgs of their Jip/nwr^x.. Sea 
the note in Playfair*s Hifloxy of Jacohiuiim, page 

34*. 

' The infurre6lions, maCk'cres, and cruelties of St* 
Domin^> would make a large volume^ were th^ 
to be detailed. The Abbe Gregoire and Briflbt 
were two of the moft adlive inftigators <A the revolt 
of the negroes and mulattoes* . Oregoke^ who wat 

member 
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* I fee plainly/ returned the Do£Iof 
* that very few men can exift in a 
favage ftate : I fee we muft have made 
a progrefs in arts and fciences before 
we can pretend to civil life. Thus arts 
and fciences, with all their defefls, tend 
. to increafe the numbers of mankind.^-— 
Indeed, I begin to perceive pbilofophy^ 
ha^ not every claim I fuppofed to unr- 
vcrfal acceptance/ 

' The new philofophy is immutable/ 
cried Stupeo; « and not with (landing 
every check' from felfilhncfs, it will in 
time fap all fociety, and depopulate 
thofe hot-houfes of vice and difeafc— - 
large cities/ 

inembcr of the Aflembly, when he heard of a terri- 
ble maflkcre, in which the negroes had for their bloody 
(landard a white in/ant, impaled on a fpear, de- 
clared it was the plus beau jour d^ fa 'vie. This 
philofophic cannibal was at fupper w;hen the news 
was brought, and he and his friends iiniOied the 
evening with mutual congratulations and joy, on 
the fuccefs of their plans.* 

3 •My 
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* My HFe/ cried Alogos, ^ is a bur- 
den in this wildcrncfs : — I have no 
books to amufe and inilrudi me— no 
intercourfe of poliflied friendfhip, all 
is rugged and rude. There is no 
market for commodities that might 
flimulate avarice. I feel a thoufand 
wants I cannot gratify, and even corb« 
mon neceflaries I cannot procure. «— 
AfFedion^ vhich I once thought a 
blind partiality^ I now find like a balm 
amidft the evils of life ; and as I have 
loft my Laura, I am completely wretch* 
ed. I am not now equal to the talk 
of cultivating the ground ; and I might 
have procured more comforts, conve- 
niences, and luxuries in England, as a 
day-labourer, than in this wild with all 
its freedom/ 

' I muft grant,' faid Frederick, * that 
we have too much labour: this is not a 
ftate congenial to human nature—this 

is 



I 



is folhude wilbout ils co»eomita'hts> 
pknty, liberty, ^fttf «ife. Wiiat fignW 
fies my btitig tft lifefetty «> ^wander in h 
fbreft arvd fhobt dter, wbe^ I woft cifR 
the groia'n'd or ftarve: this is n<rt genuiive 
equality, and I fertft "Aelferttiined to feek it 
inafavege ftate.* 

• fbtwe/ few the D©ftw> ' i am fe 
complw^ly w?*eftthed, tbat I vill ft!«k 
»>o farther fot a ^fenble^^I will *t 

^ The great woralift, RouflFcau* * faid 
Stupto^ * has faid, ify rendering life t*»*- 
fupp&rtaMe^ Ged evitrs cnt ie fuit U. 
Now you believe m a 0«ity, end furely 
y^d fft^y truft his mercy/ 

« I will not provoke his anger, thou 
ftelid of darkn^fs,' feid Doft^r Ategos, 
with more energy thta he urually dif- 
played ; * do I fuffer one fingle incon^ 

veniencc 
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venianco: I, ha<v^ noi; brought uppn my-' 
felf, and ypu^wpjuld, hayc mci cloft the. 
account with murden. The Xleity. does, 
not aft by evils, nor are the confe- 
qufincoft Q^. Qur bea4*ftfoi>g pagans, 
owe fpiUft^ aqdi qui^ Qrioifls^. t<) be IsiicL 
ti>. hi& ch^i^ge, Rpuffiaait. ivas aj fool>, 
vAgh/ all] bsi». rc^nts and! deolaoiatipn^^, 
axtd) many: o( bi» fqUaMret^Si (h^ew tbi^ir 
iong> ear^.' 

A blacJciQav^v whom thefe advocate*, 
for uniyjerfat freedom; had: pun^Jed^, 
his labour being cheaper than, aoihir^d-. 
fervant, now entered the hut, with the 
tidings^ that Laura, had' boeii: km orof- 
fing the Ohio with the/ Indian^^.in d^^ 
weAerfi) direl&ipn. 

Dofton Mqs^,.^ tbi^ intejligiencei^ 
rowfcd; hitiifelf: tp. aiatan, and, the. twar 
philafQpher$ p^rppofed. tp: 5^ic;pn&pany|> 
iiHii^.mQi^ frotai, ap exge^Uo^eof no-*. 

velty 
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vclty than any defire to recover Laura, 
ivho would never attend to the ledures 
of thefe great men; 

They fet out on horfeback well 
armed, purfuing the track pointed out^ 
to them. For four days'^tbey followed 
the Indians, till their provifions wore 
exhaufted, and their horfes nearly jaded 
out. They fubfifted upon the wild ber- 
ries and fruit in the forefts, ftill conti- 
nuing their rout, and having plenty of 
powder, the birds fupplied them a fre- 
quent repaft. 

By degrees they loft all knowledge 
of the direftion of the country. Their 
horfes fell beneath them, and the un- 
derwood became almoft impenetrable. 
A council of war was called, in which 
Frederick pleaded ftifemoufly that they 
(hould join the firft band of Indians 
they might meet, and caft away every 

trace 
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trace of fociety ; he even propofed that 
they fhould abandon' their arms and 
clothes^ and truft wholly to chance. 

This he was prevailed upon to give 
up, by the obfervance that the Indians 
were not fo diverted of all art as to be 
wittiout arms, thefe being neceffary in 
a roaming life to procure themfelvcs 
food. 

Doftor Alogos, who had no wi{h to 
return without his niece, complied with 
all the fublime whims of thefe great 
men ; and though he was far from 
being in perfeO; health, he attended 
them through the dreary labyrinths of 
an almoft impaflable foreft, where hun- 
gcrr and third were. their conftant com- 
panions. 

For near ten days they did not fee a 
fingle hiiintian being except themfelves. 
They h^d fallen in with a drove of 

buffaloes,. 
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hoffaloes,, on one of which: thej; made 
at plentiful repaft. Their flioes. were 
already, worn out^ and. the green hide 
bound with thongs fupplied the place ; 
though they now ran confiderable 
hazard from the fwarmsLof fnal&es which 
balked in. the fun, oi; hung from the. 
trees like cateipillars in an Engjitlh 
hedgp. Frederick bei^g the talleft^. had 
received feveral fevere tontuCons from 
the boughs of the trees^ and the infinite 
f warms of mufcatoes. which feemed' to 
fill the. air,, goadeci the whale paarty- 
inceffantly. 

Some Indians they accidentally fell iu' 
with,, ran away from them in. terror-— 
In the woods they found feveral. (ke*- 
letons, which, from their mutilated 
ftate, appeared to have been killed in 
battle. 

* It is. very fmgular>' faid Erederick^ 
« that even thefe favag^s^ whoareverji' 

. little 
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li^lejn^Yt advanced in civil life 'thwi 
Qur^n-OMt^ng^, ibould deligbt fo much 
in war^ . 

* War/ replied Stupeo, * is conge- 
ni£(l (o iiuinan nature:. — w.bat/are all 
tbe civilriled ftates that :now exift im-' 
merfed in voluptuoufnefs and floaith ?--r* 
All the manly virtues are loft, when 
arts andfciences are cultivated. Look 
back to the ancients — the Celtae, th% 
Danes, the Goths, the Scytheans, and 
aU thofe bf^rdy tribes ^hp lived oply in 
ws^r^ we fiiall. there find a^^l the heroic 
virtues, tbe contempt of danger, tbe 
bravery of feafons, the geqerofity of 
frtQf)dQiipt iand the gallantry to the fair,. 
fp .peculiar to the times of chivalry- 
all thefe are the children of a ftate q£ 
perpetual war^.* 

. * IthoughV faidtbe DoAor^ « yoii 

held gallantry in ^contempt, a« sl pu« 

Vqu* 11. I iilaiiimous 
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filanimoi43 trifling, unworthy a great 

intnd; and that particular friendihips I 

are an outrage againft political juf- | 

tice/ t 

* So I do/ cried Stupeo ? ^ and ^o 
ever knew me retraQ what I once ad- 
vanced ?• 

^ But how do you reconcile the con- 
tfediClion?' 

* A philofopher can reconcile every 
thing. The new philofophy is founded 
upon the broad expanded bafis of uni- 
verfal truths it eftabliflies principles iiot 
all the powers of kings and priefts fliall 
overthrow^ much lefs a few contra* 
didions/ 

This warm debate was interrupted by 
fome female, fcreams. The Do8or 
cocked his rifle piece^ and the whole 

company 
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company moved towards the place, 
where, in a little retreat, they faw an 
Indian feverely beating two women with 
a cane. 

« This is very aftonifliing gallantry/ 
faid D66^or Alogos, * this is a warlike 
peoplei^4)ut let os inquire what is the 
reafon of this ufage.' 

Their black fcrvant, Mutigo, who un- 
derftood the dialed of the five nations, 
inquired the meaoing of the chaftife- 
rnent* 

' Becai^e I cHoofe it/ faid the In« 
dian : * I have a great mind to (boot 
tlieniboth with my arrow.* 

• Well, but you have fome caufe /or 
your anger/ faid the Doftor, through 
the medium of Mungo. — ' To be fure I 
have: — I ordered them to (hoot fome 
plovers for my dinner, while 1 was 
via painiip^ 



painting myfelf with this delightful bloej 
and xhey , r^urn ,to tell me they can 
find none.' 

« I fuppofe/ faid the Doftor, * you 
are idaied to them ?'— * They are my 
swives.'^— * One of ^hem is very young/ 
— « She is.my daugbtpr*.*— r^ Wh*t^.do 
you ufe your daughter .s^ a wife ?' — 
« To be be fure I do--have not I the 
• moft right to my awn:? Px)e£ aot Na- 
ture ^nd the great Manetajs^r of the lakes 
tell us to do fo?' 

• We muft acknowledge/ faid the 
Doftor, * ihis is very firange i^**- the 
vromen appear unlvei'fany to be flaves 
to the men ; but, alas^! what a mece 
brute is man, when fome greater lat^r 
than his :own will ido^s not curb his 

i 

* See Byron'i Nartativc, Cook's Voyages^ h(A 
of the Grofvcnor, &c, 

paOdons. 
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paffions. rf tfeis be libferty, bind rhe for 
ever to a gailey bar.* 

* 1 find nothing ftrange in all this/ 
faid Stupeo. * Thcfc men are ignorant 
of the fublime do£^rines of pbilofophy 
— -l^y do things- without feeing: their 
mBTs^. and therefore may err a little in 
prompting, rnnverfai good ; for inftanc^ 
.what w tberb unnatural in this revultioa 
of kindred ; is it; not a common pra&ice 
vith animals?* 

« What horrid principles/ faid 
Alogos: * how would it be poffible to 
rear brothers and lifters to maturity ?* 

• That's 9ohe of my bufinefs/ replied 
^upeo ; * I do not contem myfetf >vith 
trifle*/ 

©ofior Alogos feh the truth of this 

reply; and having; witneffed the bril- 

I % liiant 
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Itant virtues of a warlike nation in the 
lavage ftate, he concluded that the 
whole human fpecies was under fome 
dreadful curfe, for iofanity ieemed to 
influence all their ^jQions. 

The following day they erp&d a 
large lavannah^ where they couldflbt 
procure the fmaUcft fuftenance; and 
in the evening, tired and exhaiifted, 
they arrived at a little fettlement of 
Indians. 

« Now/ cried Frederick, in rapture, 
• we fhall behold genuine hofphality; 
we ihall fee pure nature, unfophifttcated 
by the vices of fociety ?* 

They requefted of an Indian, in an 
humble tone, fome hoe-cake, but re- 
ceived for anfwer, that they had fcarcely 
fufiicient for themfelves, and 1 denmnd 
of fome of their arms* 

This 
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This was very unexpeSed to ihcfe 
philoibphers, who, notwithftanding their 
knowledge of human nature, often made 
egregious miftakes, and finding pity 
and borpitality alike unknowni they 
bargained fo)r a fupply of provifions, 
in exchange for a hrace of piftoU and 
iblAe (hot. 

* Thefe men/ faid Stupeo, ^ mofl^ 
have been contaminated by trading with 
Europeans, at kaft they poflefs the 
virtues of facred friendOiip ; with 
them the fecurity of oaths it ttnne« 
ceflary/ 

^ Sacred friendfhip!* faid Do6ior 
Atogos ; * you are a profound philofo^ 
pher — you can acknowledge what you 
ftajnd ifn need of: — you deny and affirm- 
juft as it fttits your then conveni- 
ence-* 

I 4 ^ And 
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^ And what is tlie ufe of w6rds/ rc- 
tuVned' the othcf, ^ifwt are not tatui^ 
them to our own adVsAnage ?• 
<i 

Having with drffictflty protured leave 
to repofe in' one of the wigv^ams, they 
made ihatiy in<;[urJes^ iAt<^ the fitaaftien 
of the country, but received no fy6s^ 
faftory anfwer, and from the -tone of 
-'iherr dialed, they appealed to Be a 
tribe beyond any that had imme^Kate 
connexion with Etrro^eans. They lay 
down ifpon fothe long grafs$ their 
wemneft caufed them' to' Okcp jpaftieib- 
larly found, and they were not aliltle 
amazed to find in the morning moft of 
their clothes ftblerf, wiA* two of Iheir 
fowKng pieces^ 

* So mueh for favage honefly and 
jo^ftice/ faid Alogo&j; * they are a |ter^ 
eel of rafcally thieves, and whercf k 
their facred hofpitality in leaving us 

here 



fcere td* perilhi in awMd» wkbout ^m^ or 
clothes ; for wc have faved nothing but 
what we kept on our backs, or con- 
cealed beneath the grafs at theiequeft 
of Mungo.* . 

♦ Ift the firft place/ fiird Sttipeo^ « we 
ha^e no right to complain, they have 
liot taken our lives, which,, from oUr 
iraprud'ence, was in. their power : and in 
the fecond, we miftake terms* In fo-» 
ciety, I grant this wouH -be called at 
robbery, bat, aftiongft the' children of 
nature,, it is only taking from anotbek 
what' they want to ufe themfelves : th^ 
have not €>ar ideas of particular priPir 
perty/ > 

* It feems to me ho^wever,*^ feid 
Frederick, * that they were cODfcious* 
of -injuftice, 6r tHey would not alt have 
departied in this (heaking way. I be-, 
(in to think the favage date of inasfi 

I & . iis» 
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16 not €ondu6led oa pliUo(bphu!al prin- 
ciples/ 

* That is what I have bee» faying 
all the time/ cried Stupeo. • Liften 
while I explain to you the progrefs of 
human nature^ from grofls darkne& to 
fuperftition ; from fuperftition to the 
great light of twith ; and from- thence 
to philofophical ignorance, \tfhicLis the 
genuine ftate of ceal felicity.' 

* You might as well talk, of the light 
^i^knefs. of the full neon of niglit/ 
cried the DoQor in a rage. — ♦1*11 
demonftrate it^' cried^ Stupeo. — -^ You 
contradidk yourfelf/ faid Frederick.; 
-• ril prove that ghilolbphy * 

^ You may prove the devil/ laid Stu*. 
peo, * if you will, but you fhan'4 ovarium 
-my argument, which is founded on the 
broad bafis of truth anduniverfal man J 

•- Wha^. 
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* What, 'will you have eatee mafies ?! 
^d Mungo : — and the three great phi- 
k>fophers arofe to provide themfelves 
breakfaft from a neighbouring brook^ 
-where they gathered fome herbui 
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CHAPTER VIL 



THB YAGABONDS ARRIVE AT A PER-^ 
ITECT REPUBLIC ON THE VRINCI- 
PL'ES OF EQUALITY ANI> POLITICAL 
* JUSTICE. 

V-/UR troop of phirofopbicat vagaw 
bonds fet out, they knew not whither^ 
and had not gone far before tibey founds 
expofed beneath a tree> an Indian child,, 
puny, weak, and almoft expiring. , 

* Behold ! ' cried Alogos, • the humat- 

hity of lavages I tbiSji. I fuppofe, is. 

3 parental: 



pitcjkiifhm. Thi4 pddr\tretch H fb 
ifiJorrntd, that it m\i take too much 
tirodBle to iftear- aWd ravages biVe t66 
iiiSrty ^dhts td fupjiljri and are t!o* ig- 
Abi*nt t>£ phyfic t6 dncutafefer theni- 
felvcs with' a fickly infant.* 

' • It is a gldribtis praftice/ excldiitied 
SfUpcrO; * iwd (hews them td be, ifi 
f4€^, nlbire humane than onrfelve^. Of 
lihatvMiie is Hfe with an unheaitbjr ot 
deformed peffon? We are, in fucha 
cafe^ a burden to ourfelves and ta 
others/ 

* Hui h6Si9' many grestt heroes and 
^lofophtrs have batd very little per* 
Ibiis/ feid JDadar Aiogo«i • I do hot 
apprehend the hotyyain mifsd to be ih> ' 
admeafurement to the prowefs of the 
bt>dy— fo far ffom it, that meii of bril- 
Ba¥xt genitti?^ have moft frequently been 
i>f Vddk coAftitutioDS; the hardy and 
ir^bllft beitig too fall of aninud fpirits 

to 
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to be contented with fpeculafions^ and 
why may we not find, in this very 
cuftom, the reafon that Indians remaia 
in a ftationary ftate^ as they dq>rive 
themfelves of tbefe perfons of intel- 

♦ It explains to me/ faid FredfericK, 
^ what I had attributed to their manner 
ef life and want of luxuries. It is eafy 
to have none but -people of ftrengtti- 
and vigour^ if all that are otberwife be 
deftroyed in*infancy»' 

• Experience,* replied Aiogos, with- 
a' deep figb^ * is the bed fchooK but- the 
fnifchief* is,, that thofe who are yet welk 
will not take warning: by example^, till 
they fuffcr themfelves.* 

For forty days they continued to 
wander, more than once encountering 
a few draggling Indians, who. attempted 
to convince thcm^. that in a ftate ojf 

nature,. 
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ftatitrc, force w^is the only lav, and 
paffiop the only ftandard of right. They 
came at length to a great chain o£ rnoun* 
tainsj exti^mely barren, and placed in 
firch confufionv that they appeared fcau 
tered by the hand of tempeft. 

They had continued their journey, 
nerely fronj the refllefs fpirit of lam^ 
bli&g, ?ind the dread they felt of return- 
iiag to their delightful farm of Clarena. 
They now debated whether they fliould 
climb the fummit, or take fome other 
route; but the expeftation of behold- 
ing an entire new country, invited them 
to labour at the fteep.. They \rcf^ by 
this time fo accuftomed to liardffiip, 
that a trifle could not intimidate them, 
and in three days they gained the eleva-- 
tion of the mountains.. 

They gazed upon the profpecl be- 
neath them, which was much fuperior 
to their expectation. A fine level 

country^ 



coantfy, intdrfpeflt'd i*ith g8iitl6 fwrf- 
fings, dtid interfeaed «i«ti ho^ 
ftreams, watering extehfiw groves, p^e- 
fen'ted itfe!f. Amongft the groVes ap- 
peared high fpires and lofty dome^, 
evidently the workmanfhip of ingeni- 
ous ariifis. 

The philofophers were enraptured, 
and wearied thenifelves in coirjeaares 
of what region they could be advanced 
to. They waited impatientyy for the 
morning, when they began to utiravel 
the mazes ivhich wourtd down from the 
mountains, and it \^as the cnfuJng day 
"before they reached the bafe. 

They then refrefhed (hemfelves y^ith 
fome fine fruit, which Teemed to grow 
negleQed, and proceeded forwatrd to- 
wards the great piles of buildings which 
they had feen from far. They over-' 
took a man who was flowty tvatkmg, 
with bis eyes bent upon the ground,. 



as if in deep ftudy; antt totaltyniiked. 
Our phildfophers^w^re thertSote mpc puit 
oat of coiiiite«aMce hf their o^n ragg^id 
ap]f)iearance. 

BbSor Alo^3 accofted him m varir* 
oVii languages^ bot wichoat being under* 
^<Sd^ lichen the man inquired i^^ He- 
b¥6W what tfeey were, and hovr they 
can^ into ths^i country. — < Why do y<»i 
yfd/Hk naked ?^ f^id the Dv&ot. 

* 6ecaafe v^ hive Mbo^y %& mitfce 
ctetKes.*-^^ How do f bu eMploy yoWi. 
fdlves ?' --i ^ I am lludying the ^Mi^ 
gbod/ 

' Stodj'ihg the ptiMic gadSl* icpt«i* 
*d thd BoftoF : « you are ift^n a legis- 
lator of the country?' — * No, I aM ii 
private individual ; but it is the place 
of evfify rtrim td fttfdy to pro\rt6fe the 
public: good/ 

' ^ Having 



Havif^ pafed this polttician^ vbo 
fecmed unwilling to fpeak tnuch^ ousr 
vagabonds difputed with ^hemfelves on 
the nature of the country, which they 
thought very ftrange, efpecially as they 
met feveral perfons employed ftttdying 
the public good. A man A^iking a tree 
fometimes with his 6ft, and then with 
his head» induced the Do£kor to inqak^ 
the meaning of fo Angular an a^ioiu— 
* What are you doing ?\ faid the Ooc^ 
tor. — • I am endeavouring to drive 
this id<a out of my path.' — * That is^ 
not an idea/ laid the DofiTor^ * that's 
a reality.' — * AH- things arc ideas/ re<- 
plied the man : * every thing which ap- 
pears to exift^ is merely zp tdea^ we 
cannot prove that there is reality^ ba- 
dy, fubftance^ extenfion^ or any fu^h 
quality.' 

^ Very good/ faid the Doftor: * I 
fancy before you have beat that idea 
in form of a tree^ out of your way, 
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yoo win have an idea of a inSured 
fkuU»/ 

As they advanced along the- high 
road» the hedges of which were fallen in* 
to decay, they overtook a troop of peo* 
pie, who were moving a tree by means 
of r machine ; the greater part ftood 
idle, while five or fix furthered the 
work. :Do£lor Alogos enquired of the 
neareft what was the name of the coun- 
try. The man paufed for fome time,^ 
at length replied^ * I do not think it 
for the public good to anfwer you — I 
will refieft upon it.* — While he ftood 
refle£iing» be was called by his com* 
rades ;^^ the firft gang of labourer^ 
retiring for another to take their 
places. 

* It H afloniihmg how ridiculous and even irra* 
tional the new do6lrines appear^ when taken from 
the page of metaph^fics^ and contrafled with prac« 
tice. 

Thft 
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The travellers proceeded diwards 
towards the great city. They per- 
ceived feme builders repairing an houfe^ 
which, from its fingulai* con'^i^on, 
engaged their attention* While they 
ftood adt^iring, all thtf labourers gave 
dvef wt>rk. A man, who was half- 
way up a ladder, fixed his biirdeir on 
art' hot>k, which fe^med threre (Hi par- 
pofe: Some i^efiv windpng up a cvane; 
iixed the pulley opon a eat^, aitd l^ft 
^e beam hanging i^ the ayiv. The whiDie 
party feuntered away diflfetent ways, 
aiid^ a new fet ad van^cing, b^gM tahtfbow: 
The traveHers reftedted oti» this iiaieidisiir, 
tdttii^ifiing ftari'onary for fcjme tftwe. In 
liaTf an hoitr this new fet- of buikkis 
rttiied like t%e foftRtr, avid a«oih«r 
troop advanced. 

* Thisr is a curious mode of burldirig/ 
faid the Dodor. — ' It feems aa equal 
4iviQon of labour/ faid Stupeo; * I 

dare 
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dare fey we are .arrived at laft ia a 
coxmtsy pf philofophens.' 

^ But at tlus r:ate an boufe will npt 
be finifhed in ten years :-^the public 
good does not feem much prpmoted by 
this means/ 

Xhey jpTOQeeded pn, and faw on one 
fide of the road a fcnith's fcqp. They 
paufed to fee if labour was here equally 
divided; Some iron in the fire was 
heated to a proper heat, taken out^ and 
laid upon the anvil, ^i^ben the man who 
was workir^g Ifift jt there and marched 
away. Another took his place, but the 
welding heat was loft, and the iron was 
returned again. to the^fire* 

A man drew near them in' de^p 
thought, and the iDpftor ventured to 
inquire the fubjeft of his reflexion.— 
• «I aitt debating,* :repUed :he, * .wbeiher 
it will be moil to thepublv: good, that i 

ihould 
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ihould help balF an hour at gettiD^ in 
the harveft, or labour half an hour at 
building the new granary ; I have fpent 
all the morning in confidering, and 
cannot determine/ 

* Then it is neceffary to do one?*— 
• Yes, it has been proved in a volum* 
nious book of political juftice; that, 
in the old fyftem of things, the labour 
which was performed by a certain num- 
ber of the lower people, could be done 
in half an hour's labour/ for each in- 
dividual per diem*. But I don't know 
how it is, fince we are all equal, and all 
labourers, and all ftudying the public 
good, our country is going rapidly to 
decay. An houfe that ufed to be 
built in threee months, is not now done 
in as many years; and as to works 
of genius, it was found utterly impof- 

* Godwin's Political Jnfiicc, 8i». edition, diap. VI. 
adfo Enqoiier, page 163^ 

fible 
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fibte for different fets of workmen to 
paint a piQure» write a book^ or finifii 
a device* 

•At leaft/ obferved the DoSor, 
• you might provide yourfelves clothes.' 

• We da manufadure fome xoarfe 
canvalsj but it is a matter of prodi- 
gious difficulty, for no man will work 
more than half an hour ; and the handa 
wanted from the fowing of the feed^ till 
it is finiihed in the web and faQiioned 
to the body, is aftonifliingi for it is 
ftrange bow fiupid the people grow fince 
one man know» every thing/ 

* That is an excellent remark/ faid 
the Do8or : * more good is produced 
in fociety, by the diverfity of genius^ 
dian if each individual were endowed 
with a fmall but equal proportion/ 

A ftalely pcrfonage/witba fmall piece 

of 



oF coarfe canvaft round bis ii^atfti ad^ 
Tanced, ajid feeing the ti^avellers, cour^ 
teoufly inquired whence they came^ .and 
whither they were going. 

* Wc have a curiofity;' faid the 
Do£tor» * to viiit that great city which 
rifes before usi^-«we are Aoatigers, and 
not a little futjprifed at ^be coftQms ^f 
your countiy.* 

* You fee then/ faid the 'ftrangerj 
whofe name was Parecho^ * the utmoft 
limits of human perfeQion: you^ifee a 
people who had arrived at the bcfigbt 
in various arts and fciences, fo »niiicfa 
fo^ that fcarcely a peafant who laboured 
in the field, but .could .read the divine 
books of our anceftors : we were :fiir« 
rounded with mountains, which pre- 
vented the invafions ,€lf anboGlik jipej 
but ftiU we were not bapp^. lit ^afi 
thought that the rich lived in volup- 
tuoiis ^idlenefs on :tbe iahc«ii^ .Qf .the 

poor. 
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poor, and that we (hould never be 
happy till the mod perfe6): equality waa 
eHablilhed, • 

• It would be endlefs to enumerate 
%he devices of a fet of madmen and 
knaves, who ftunned the peoples' ears 
perpetually with fyftcms fo impraSi- 
cable^ that mankind muft have been 
re-modelled to fuit them ; and indeed 
feveral treatifes were written, and feve- 
ral experiments tried to change the very 
conftitution of the human nature. It 
was proved that no man could die if 
fear and prejudice had not prepared hi3 
mind for death ; and confequently it fol- 
lowed, that to diveft our mind^ of this 
prejudice was to become immortal, , 

• It was proved clearly, by fome 
fyftemifers, that^the people ought, with- 
ojit exemption, to have a right of voting 
and fending delegates to our Council 
of the Elders, and that new reprefenta- 

VoL. II. K tivcs 
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rives Ihould be chofen every yvar. Not 
to fay any thing of the riots, debaucbery, 
and excefs, which difgraced the whok 
nation at thofe periods^ it was foon 
foahd that fcarcc any ^raan of real 
worth and learning vras' returned to the 
Council* Thofe who were mod extra- 
vagant, and could tickle the rade bo- 
inours of a mob, were chofen rcpre- 
fentatives. The lower orders lilcewife 
took pleafnre in fending fon»e of rficir 
o^n clafs, and perfons of the meaiieft 
defcription were ele€lcd in a drunken 
ftolic. Thefe reprefentatives woukl^ 
however, have been cyphers^ if any 
proportion Had been preferved, aisd 
would Very ably have rcprefented their 
conftituents: — but the great mifchief 
arofe from the middle clafs of fociety, 
who, In point of numbers were nearly 
equal, and in point of influence more 
than equal ; for» if a mtaniiadaiiy do^ 
mefticsor joiHrneymen, thefe were ne- 
ceffiated to vouc winh theur imafler, and 

then 



then mafters were tfiiircrrfaBy iniftttenced 
by tbe powers of oratory. Any matt 
ivfio could rant and declaim was certain 
ef their fup^jort, and our great Coun-^ 
cH became like the forum of the an- 
ciAiits/ where a demagog^e could work; 
the people into paffiof), and leadihem 
to any prepofterous fcheme he feii* 

^ The influence of the crowQ wa9 
foon overturned : — the people were 
deluded with the oftenfible profpeft of 
liberty, which none of them could de- 
fcdbe ; and their leaders tbrowimg off! 
Ifbe mafk, a civil war eniued, in whkb 
near a milUon of people pctiflied. The 
royal family was deftroyed ; the arifto- 
cracy nearly annihilated,, for the no)5|les 
adhered to the crown^ from which tfa^r 
honours were derived; and the ridt 
were compdicd to divide their proper-- 
ly, or were frofcribei^ and the mofk 
Hz blocking 



tg6 THE VAGABOMO* 

(hocking excefles took place ; dur- 
ing which, all men of any property 
were in danger of deftru3ion ♦. Equa- 
lity in every fenfe of the word was to be 

eftabliOied, 

♦* For the mformation of the reader, I will tran- 

fcribc a pi6hire of the domiciliary vifits at Paris, 

from Mr. Peltier's Dernier, Tableau^ de Paris, 

printed in London. ' At ten o'clock at night groups 

of foldiers, placed at the angles of all the llrcets, 

arrefted whoever was yet found (Iraying about.—* 

Two hours had not yet been fufficientjfor thole who 

fought a place of fecrecy and furety againft the for* 

midable inquilition. The hufband fied from his 

wife, and the father from his children, whom he 

prefled to his bofom, thinking it was for the laft 

time. Every one thinks himlelf accufed : every one 

fears that amongft their vifitors will be found an 

cneniy or a fpy, or a fc.rvant who will difcover his 

place of refuge. One flics to the moft diftant quar-> 

ter of the city, here one is received, there one .is 

repulfed, and the fatal moment which approaches 

doubles the inquietude and anxiety. Decency is in 

a degree violated by friendfliip: — here the brother 

Ihare^ the bed of hi^ filler; and there chaftity an4 

virtue implores ap afylum from vicej and many 

4fhic lives had beea withov^t a Itain, feek lecurity' 

under 
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<ftablifliecl, and iaill laws, facred and cU 
vil, were abrogated. All things valua- 
ble and curious loft their worth, becaufe 
there was- no longer a market. If a 
man worked, or if he remained idle, 
food and raiment was all he had to ex- 
^pe£t; and genius in one hour feemed 
blafted from the land. 

* No man would work for his neigh-- 
hours, becaufc the reward deftroycd 
the juft balance of equality. It was 
found that no work could be done 
without having fome fubordinate clafs, 
like the Helots, who did the drudgery 
of the Spartans. This in our coun- 
try not being praQicable, and the wo^. 
njen havingdeclared tbemfelves no long- 
er dependents on the men, but equal in 
every point, it was refolved to fubje^ 

under the curtains of proflitution. Every where 
perfbns and property are concealed, every where 
the interrupted founds of the muffled hammer arc 
Iteard (Inking with a flow and fearful llroke.' 

K 3 ibem 
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them by force to' the labour nicdktf 
far providing food^ raioiiniy^ ami (belter 
tow the CDmmunrtyy vhile the men 
ftottld be employed ftudying the public 
good* 

' The female fex foon <lrooped uiKki 
this ufage, and entreated lo be reiii»« 
fiated in the ancient flavery, for they 
found the rough eraploymeiHi not only 
Ipoii their features, and render thean 
€>bj.e£is of indifference, but they were 
incapabk of building hou&s> and othec 
laborious, exertionsv The whole laboar 
of the nation was now at a (land, till ai 
prodigious great philofopher obfefved», 
that were all men nece£Sated to work, 
the labour would fcarccly be felt by 
any. 

* It was computed, that under the 
old regime,, one. twentieth of the people 
had been employed in agriculture* l£ 
then this were divided, ^t would amount 

to 
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to half an hour a day: no one would 
(brink from tliis -7- nothing could bo 
fairer — but,, bow was thi^ to be en-» 
forced ? Far it had been proved by 
this fame great man, in a very eIai)orate 
and verbofe book of political juftice, 
that no people could repreftnt or he reprt'^ 
fenied*; that no man could give his 
vote away by delegation, and the people 
believed him.' 

* . I have no doubt of it,' faid Doflor 
Alogps. * My companions are very 
great philofophers, and made me believe 
wouderful impra£iibilities/ 

* Well,* continued Parecho, * anar- 
chy and maflacre Would have been the 
confequence, if a few men had not 
feized themfelves the helm of bufinefs, 
and declared themfelves cenfors genc- 

* What will the advocates for a reprefentativc 
government fey to thi« doftrinc of Mf . 6edw»n I 
K 4 raU 
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jal. This was by no means difEcuIt* 
for they had only to talk more about 
the public good, and profefs principles 
more hyperbolical than the philofophers^ 
to lead the people any way/ 

• It might naturally have been fup- 
pofed, that genius would have roufcd 
itfelf from the torpor of an duality 
with dulnefs; but there remained no 
fiimulant, no man being alloweid to 
enjoy greater conveniencies or luxuries 
than another, and therefore labours of 
ingenuity loft their reward. Every 
fpecies of trade was cruQied at once, 
becaufe it is the nature of trade to 
ainafs^ and the nature of equality i0 
defiroy.* 

* Our metropolis, to which we are 
advancing, is daily finking into decay. 
Nothing new is prpjefted — all our arts 
arc falling into oblivion, as children are 

. not 
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not allowed;.tc$* employ their attention 
or> any: one thing in particular, but to 
be provided at five-and-tvrenty, well 
regulated, aSive, and prepared to learn*; 
thus while they pretend to learn every 
thing, they learn nothing, for the hu- 
man mind is of narrow extent, and the 
ntxt generation will be within a fliade 
of adual favagifra.' 

During this difcourfe they had reach- 
ed the precinfls of a large and vener- 
able city, but evidently under a rapid 
decay. The mod difgultrng filth co- 
vered the ftreets, emitting a (hocking 
and mephetic vapour. The people 
were all naked, marked with extreme 
deje6tion, and half the houfes were 
Ihutupt. 

• What 

* Godwin's Enquirer, page 5. 

f The reader is referred to Dr. Meyer's Fragmens 

fur Paris, tranflated into French by Dumourier, 

K 5 )»jNre 
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^ What is the rea(bn of this?' &id 
the Do£Lor ; ^ we generally impute the 
decreafe of population to the pernio 
cious effe6ts of fedentary and mecba» 
nical employ.* 

* It is difeafe/ replied Parecho : ' our 
phyGcians have forgot their {kill, and 
no new (ludents can be reared frooi the 
want of oftenfible reward,/ and fome 
diftindioii to talent/ 

• But common humanity, one would 
fuppofe, fhould ftimulate them to pro- 
mote the public good,' faid the Docr 
tor* 

• Very likely,' anfwered Parecho,' 
* but common humanity will- not teach 
men ikill, there muft be a laborious 

where he will find' a true but wretched defcription 
of a. country lajbouring under the pra£iice of the new 
phiic^opby. 

Q exer- 



exertion of mmi, and tbat canfiot be 
the cafe when we have fo many othor 
demands, and the nian of genius is loft 
in the promifcuotw crowd. We were 
.told indeed that genius was to be tbe 
only claim to diftinSion; but it was 
foon found, that where all was equals 
there could iie no di{lin£lion) and ge* 
nious had no means of expanding/ 

* I begin to think>* fmd the Do£k>r^ 
^ that at leaft there muft be two orders 
in fociety, ihofe who projeQ, and thofc 
who execute ; for no man will proje& 
when he muft execute himfelf, and 
i/abere ilo reward is to be ^ned fupe-^ 
rior to food and raiment/ 

* But if .you allow rewards/ feiJ 
Pafecho, * equality is fapped to* the 
foundation; you introduce luxury^ and 
property rifes to its old fiandardii Be-^ 
iidcj how many fools would fhajre it 

K 6 witb 
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with the men of genius^ without any 
merit of their own/ 

* Surely,' replied Alogos, * have I 
not a right to do what I will with 
the wealth I have honeftly acquired? 
May not the chief ftimulus to my ac- 
tions have been this verji^ privilege of 
rendering a fooHQi thick-brained fon 
my heir? — It ftrikes me that your 
.prefent fyftem cannot poffibly conti* 
nue— your people will not be fufficient 
to the ta(k of gathering in a pentiful 
harvcft/ 

/ Indolence in the extreme,* replied 
Parecho, * poffefles every man, fo much 
fo, that the very cares of connubial 
i affection are become burthenfome, and 
I hay^ actually heard a man debate 
- with his wife, whether half an hour was 
001 too much labour for the human 
cceonomy.* 

• My 
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^ My- companions/, faid the Dodtor, 
* are two very great philofophers, and 
not quite fo fuhlime in their ideas. — 
Their fyftem of equality goes to a right 
of poffeffing any of the fex, and I dare 
fay they will not objefii to the cuftom of 
your country, in .labouring half an hour 
for the public good.* 

By this time they arrived in a great 
fquare, it was about noon^ and our tra- 
vellers began to be hungry at fight of 
fome large piles of loaves, cakes, and 
fruits. — * We do not eat in common/ 
faid Parecho, * becaufe we are Jiot 
obliged, to be hungry at the fame time^ 
but each comes to this repofitory, and 
takes what he wants/ 

* Some may eat double to others/ 
obferved the Do6lor ; * how do you ma- 
nage that ?' 

* At firft .there were many debates, 

but ' 
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but it being urged t^t the labour 
of all being equal, thofe who eat lit- 
tle could not be injured, as they could 
do nothing with their fuperffuous earn- 
ings.* . ' 

• It's very fingular/ faid Stupco/ 
(the Doftor interpreting) * that fuch 
an admirable inftitution fhould have 
fuch a ftrange eflRefil. Is your govern- 
ment patfiarchial, moharchial, tyran- 
nical, ariftocratical, oligarchial, or re- 
publican?' 

* It is republican,' replied Parecho. 
— * Then I will maintain,' faid Stupeo, 
• that it is the beft poQible form ; every 
thing is for and by the people them- 
felves, and they are not taxed to pro- 
vide for others.* 

• Taxes,' replied Parecho,, ^ if within 
moderation,- and not fent out of the 
country, are like the returning moiihire 

of 
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of the dews. TuIqs, wealthy and ho- 
nours, are incemiYcs to exertion, like 
prizes amongft fcbooU boys ;— and, to 
fpeak a truth, the tnafs of mankind arc 
only grown-up children/ 

* And why ?' cried Stupeo,in triumph; 

* becaufe they are held in profound 
ignorance.* 

* I will maintain,^ fa-id Frederick, 

• that men are more happy ignorant 
than half learned : they will then fol- 
low the purfuits of real life, and are 
fatisfied with the comfprta within their 
rearch* I, am almoft .tired of fpecula- 
tion.* . , 

* It is true,* faidi Parechoj with a - 
languid fmile, * that your greattqft ftiek- 
lers for freedom, if they fee their folly, 
beeoixie as great champions for flavery, 
always irt extremes. Under our former 

government. 
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government^ which was a limited mo« 
narchy, we had every gradation in fo- 
ciety. It was obferved, that the very 
rich, and the very poor ranks rarely 
produced great. men. It was from the 
various (hades of middle life thefe arofe, 
and to judge of our real liberty, I will 
obferve to you the general routine of 
property. A man of talents, in humble 
life, generally raifed himfelf to inde- 
pendence; his fon continuing his track, 
or purfuing his maxims, became rich; 
his grandfon claimed titled and honours, 
and blazed in the zenith of power ; but 
his great grand. fon generally fquandered 
the eftates, and the family again funk» to 
rife after two or three generations.* 

« That is exaaiy as it is in Great 
Britain/ faid Doftor Alogos. 

< But truth,' cried Stupeo, * is om- 
nipotent. It is felf-demonftrated that 

that 
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that government which is inftituted by 
and for the people, is for the benefit ^ 
of the people, and equality * is as ne- 
ceffary to genuine liberty as air is to 
life/ 

• But here,' faid the DoQor, * is an 
example.' — * Examples have nothing to 
da with rational principles and meta- 
phyfical arguments.' 

' Do the people always prefer their 
own good?' inquired Parecho. * Do 
they not cut each others throats to-day^^ 
for what they defpife to-morrow? Are 
they ever conftant to one point ? Is it 

♦ I know many of the new fchool will fay that I 
roifreprcfent the meaning of equality, that they do 
not mean equality of property, but equality of. 
rights : the truth is, they mean both, though the 
faired pretence is held out. Are not titles and dli- 
tinftions property ? But that is not where they 
woul3 (lop, as every man of common intelligence 
knows. 

poffible 
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poffiblc then that fuch a mafs of con- 
tradi6lion (hoold govern itfelf? Look 
at this wretched half-peopled city, aban- 
doned to idlenefs and vice, for rt i^ 
neteflary the human mind fhould be 
employed, and when it is not in good» 
il is in evil. It i« only indolence pre- 
Tenls this people cutting each others 
throats ; a« it is^ there fcarcely paffes a 
day without fome violent atrocity, and 
two or three fuicides/ 

*But is there no means to ftimulaie 
them to fome great aftion? faid the 
Doftor; * and again introducing arif- 
tocracy, for to me ariftocracy appears 
the uniyerfal government; for, moft 
certainly the feleft poffeffors of the 
«eatcft power and connedion, govern 
the monarch by their ftrength and ad-^ 
vice, or the people by their influence 
and intrigues/ 

^ A govern* 
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• A goyernmcint,* replied Parechp^ 
« to be invulnerable againft the attacks 
of time, and for the benefit of every 
individual, muft be like a pyramid, riGng 
from- a broad bafe to a point. The 
greateft portion of mankind will of ne* 
ceffity be mean ; thefe are the bafe, and 
' ^very advaxtce higher i& to the^ benefit 
ef the clafsr or ftrufUice, till we rife to 
a iblitary point, which finifbe$ the work. 
We may indctd make other forms of 
ilru^re, but no one without a bafe : if 
h ia 9t\l bafe, all equality, there can b^ 
00 buildings and of all buildiags^ the 
pyramidical is found to refift longed the 
deftra£iion of the elements. Had Na* 
ture defigned men to be equal, (in ex<* 
eeption lo all other produftions,) fhe 
would have endowed them with equal 
ftatiire, prowefs, and intelleft.* 

Ttirning the corner of the ftreet, they 
&w a man {landing pn a tub, declaiming 
to a cbncourfe of naked people.— 

' This,' 
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* This/ faM Parecho, « is one of our 
philofophers — we will hear him a mo- 
ment/ 

• Citizens ! • faid the rhetorician/ *lel 
us never forget the glorious day of our 
emancipation from flavery^ when a new 
area, a new epoch, ever to be celebrated 
in the annals of man,^ began ; Vfhcn a 
great people fet afide at once every 
fpecies of government, allotted each in«i 
dividual his fbare in the terreftial globe, 
and fet their feet upon the necks of 
trade and commerce. Thefe two mon- 
gers are happily (Irangled, and exulting 
men heard their expiring groans. Now, 
citizens, no man labours for others, it 
is all for himfelf, and he may enjoy the 
fruits of it beneath his own vine, and 
under his own. fig-tree. The Xun of 
fcience has arifen, anct'darknefs flies 
before her to the borders of the univerfe. 
Where {hall we ttop? Who (hall fet 
bounds to our purfuits ? Yts, you will 

wonder 
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Wdpder at the difcoveries of intelledl^ 
This earth upon which we Band, is pro v;- 
ed to he no biggerin reality than an apri- 
cot, fo wonderful are the deceptions of 
ou)r fenfes. What is matter compofed of 
but particles ^d infinitum ? And thefe are 
united by attraftion, fo that attrafilion 
k, in faQ, the only caufe of bulk or 
extenlion. But, have we not magnifying 
glafleS) which make an infeft appear 
a$ big as a cart-horfe ? And what are 
our €yes but magnifying glafles, which 
fo deceive us> that what we take for 
men fix feet high, and forefts rifing to 
the cloudsj^ are nothing more, than im- 
perceptible animals upon a peach, to 
vhom the down appears in their eyes, 
large trees? Who after this will give 
credit to their fenfes? Who will not 
doiubt evjery thing?— Citizens, I have 
an amazing improvement to offer you/ 
reflexion — it requires your affiftance, 
a$ the artift will not be able to complete 

it 
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it in tefs rfian a t^Kiofand days^ with 
fix changes of twenty hands per day, 
which will only be one hundred and 
twenty, a number that will do little more 
than pifluit an acre of garlic. This 
grand invention is a plough, which will 
work by itfelf, ploughs three acres of 
ground in ten minutes, -reaps it at the 
fame thne, and thralhes it otrt into 
bins. Thus, citizens, we fee the effefls 
of the human mind when umrammelled 
by tyrants, and thus fhall^mind ovcr- 
comd^ matter, infomuch, that I will ven- 
ture to pronounce a«folemn laft, that 
we (hall Ihortly be able to make anto- 
matons, to do every aft of labour the 
human fpecies are now neceffiated to 
perform/ 

« Is k poffiGle,' faid the Doaor, ^the 
orator believes hrtnfelf ?' 

* The people «uft be fools to beHeve 

him/ 
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him/ feidFrederick: « he will perfuadc 
t^m next tkai he will thrafii the cora 
before it grows/ 

* And I (hould not wonder if they 
gave him credit/ anfwered Parecho, 
* This man was an apothecary before 
he commenced orator, but his eloquence 
gaining him applaufe, he left the rattle 
of the peftle, for the clatter of his own 
tongue, and he is now fo great a favou<» 
rite, that any thing he utters is received 
with appiaufe. Have you no men in 
your country who are heard with de- 
light while they fpeak nonfenfe?'- 

* Yes/ replied the DoQor mourn- 
fully, * we hlave too many : I fear our 
country will one day be like yours, or 
even worfe, for my countrymen are of 
fo refilefs a difpoiition, that, were they 
equal to-day, like you citizens, to- 
morrow they would be plunged in 
anarchy/ 

- • * I hope/ 
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* I hope/ faid Parecho, * they will 
not quit the reality of felicity with fome 
natural evils, for the ftiade with every 
poOible ill.' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



MQKAL VIRTUES, THEORY ANP PRAC- 
TICE r STUPEO IS CONVINCED 

THERE ARE aTHER EXISTENOES B^:-- 
SIDES HIS Q>yN ID£AS> BY A.TR£-i. 
ME^DOUS PJf^£,NOl4£NOK .IK :^A- 
TVRE. 

v/UR philofopbers were inyited to the 
houfe of tl\eir guide, which had once 
been extremely ms^ficejott^ and y^t 
bprei ,the veftiges of fading grandeur $ 
it contained fome rich furniture, which 
time had not devoured, for. as to any 
..Vol* II. L thing 
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thing new^ it was impoifible to be pro« i 
cured. . 

* What you fee here/ faid Pa;recho, 
' is only the fragments of what I once 
poflefled — my whole property is divided, 
and of this houfe I only could claim 
two rooms, a chimney-fweeper, and le- 
veral other equally important perfOnages 
poflefling the others; but lince the mor^ 
tality in the city, I am allowed my 
whole houfe — I had a library of an- 
cient Syriac and Egyptian manufcripts^ 
containing an account of the moft early 
ages, together with" thirteen thoufand 
modern' produftions. But th^fe enlight- 
eners of the human race, during their 
ftruggle for liberty, and the promotion of 
general knowledge, being in wantof ^afes 
for their fire^powdei: and ball, condemn^ 
ed all the libraries to that purpof6*.* 

•How 

* At Narbonnc the books have been fcnt to the 
arTehalj and at Fontaine le Dijori, the' llbraiy of 

; ... ' . i. .;. the 
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* How is it poffible/ faid the DoClor, 
* you ihould be acquainted with gun- 
powder, which is a very modern inven- 
tion» and only a few years introduced 
into America.' 

Parccho fmiled. — * My friend/ faid 
he, * as our great anceftor faid, there is 
nothing new under the fun.— This art 
we learnt from a people of India, call- 
ed Oxydracac: Alexander the Great 
feared to march againft this people, and 

the FuiUants has been thrown alide as wafle^ in the 
hall of old papers. Horace and Virgil have been 
condemned not only for acknowledging tyrants, but 
for having been often printed for the ufe of tyrants, 
and by the pcrmiffion of tyrants. The meridian 
circles made by Butterfield, for the gbbes of Co- 
ronelli, and the medals which are at the national 
library, were calculated to amount to half a little 
cannon. At Lyons, Caffenet threw into the cruci- 
ble 800 antique medals of gold. Notes at the eod 
of Playfair's Hiftory, where the new philofopher 
will find a catalogue of gkriaus exploits of a (imi« 
lar nature. 

L« pretended 
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prcfended it wtis on account of religion, 
but had be pafled the Hypbafis, he 
might dotibtlcfs have made himfelf mat- 
ter of the country all round them ; bat 
their cities he could never have taken, 
though he had led a ihoufand as brave 
as Achillea, or three thoufand fucfa as 
Ajax to the afTauIt. For they came not 
into the field to fight thofe who attacked 
them : but thefc holy men, beloved by 
the gods, overthrew their enemies with 
tempefts, thunder-bolts^ and lightening 
from the walls *•' 

* It is very fingular, indeed/ replied 
the Doftor, ' but by no means furprifing : 
but pray of what race of people are you^ 
fioce you Teem acquainted with the old 
world ?' 

* We are part of the tribes of Abra- 

* See this extraordinaij paffage in the life of 
Appollonius Tyananus, by Phyloftratus, lib. ii. 
gap. 14* 

3 ham/ 



ham/ feid Parechoi we croDfed the 
gre?.t defects of Tartary and China, tra- 
velling thofe regions of defolation and 
eternal ice which unite the Continents, 
and in ahaut one hundred years wan- 
daring difcovered this valley, where we 
were happy as it is poflT^hle. fpr the 
tmnG&QL ajc^dpefifhahleexi^eaceof man 
jtoibe.* 

• Have you »o x^ligipn.?* inquix-cd 
tjhc D,o^ar. 

• To-morrow/ anfwered their hoft, 
jcou &aU wifit our tempk^ it i^ lab* 
.baih/ 

The philof^phers retired to their 
room, where fome clean ftraw was laid 
upon the floor, the beds having been 
-fequ^ft^f^d for the p^bIic pui;pofes. 

• U imftft bc^pwniBd/ faid ^Frederick, 

L3 , 'theie 
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* thefe people are a vhimHcal fet^ and 
do not feem much better for their li« 
Icrty/ 

* This is a philofophical republic/ faid 
Alogos; * the ancient republics were 
fighting republics ; — the Americans and 
the Hollanders are trading republics^ 
but men feemed neither better fatisfied^ 
better governed, or better fed in any of 
them; nor in faft, do they enjoy fo 
many benefits as in a limited monar* 
chy/ 

* But I infill upon it/ faid Stupeo^ 

• monarchy is unnatural. It is one ty- 
rant ufurping the privileges of the whole 
people, contrary to the facred majefty 
of the body politic/ 

* But how came that body politic into 
being ?' faid the DoQor. • The roam- 
ing families of men/ replied the great 

politician^ 
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politician, • found the need of mutual 
affiftance and defence, and they united 
into nations/ 

• No ;* replied the Doctor, • you talk 
abfurd ; it is contrary to the nature of 
man— Man is a rapacious animali ^nd is 
perpetually (if not curbed by laws and 
fubordination) feeking obje6ls of rapine 
and violence.— Let us look back to. the 
origin of any people, to the remote aft- 
nals o( heroic ages, and we Ihall find 
an herd of robbers gathering together 
for the iake of plunder. The boldeft 
becomes their leader and chief; the 
weak tribes fubmit and join them, till 
their power is irrefiftable, and they 
found extenfive empires. Conqueil is 
at firft the only compact, and the people, 
little better than an herd of murderers 
dire6led by a chief. The ambition of 
this chief to excel rn fplendor, introdu^ 
ces luxury, and foftens the ferocious ha- 
bits of bis followers ; the arts of peace 
L 4 foUovr 



follow a court.— The feniientatidn fab- 
fidcs, or is let oflF by cOntiDusd wahps, 
while the peaceable remain at home, 
and this is the hiftory of man in reality. 
To talk of a people affembling from the 
woods, and forming general laws and 
focial compads, is as abfurd te it is felfe. 
In all efftablilhed governments^ the ori- 
,gin was the fame, whether they were re- 
publican or monarchical ; though, for 
a ihoufand reafons, a limited dionlirchjr 
4eem$ to. me the bell calculated for man, 
as diflFufing the moft general good, 
arid, in faQ, the greateft :propcMrtion-x*f 
rtal freedom.' 

'I am ftill convinced,' oried Stupeo, 
/ thatadstte of nature i^ the mote -eli. 
,glble.-<^lt fignifies nothiiig that the -hito- 
^man fpeeies fnay be multiplied in fow 
ciety. The hap{)iners, and not the num^ 
hers of mankind is to be confideredi; 
and the greateft poffible good would ^bo, 
lo let (mc family reiide upon a thoufiind 

acres. 



ajCJraSi :ia the moftixerfefi fr^e;dl9,9^^PJl 
hftppint^fii^ xj^ther th^n ^have a .fonaily 
upoi^ eveaty.acrc;, with tke jpa;;efent coo,- 

• You talk ftrange contradiOfjons/ 
faid tihe Do£lQr.i— >* You are never con*, 
(ifl^nt ip «yQUr qpinions : do you not 
kpow>, ih^ ifi fociety we rauft barter 
fqmt .pri\jil?gc^: -for a portion ot/qGiat 
happinefs.* 

f But truth, eternal truth/ cried Stu- 

•, What we have heard an hundred . 
times/.faid Frederick, ' in,as many dif- 
ferent definitions ; for my part, I am 
difgufted with every thing.* Thefe phi- 
Iof0phers were here interrupted by the 
fnoring of Mungc|, ^ho had quietly laid 
down ppon the ftraw, untroubled witb 
the. nature pf truth or metaphyfical dif- 
quiiilioas; jfin^ the three great mea 
L 5 coo* 
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concluded^ that ignorance was in fome 
meafure ncceflary to happinefs. The 
liext morning, Parecho attended his 
guefts to a large ball, where they found 
a great number of people fitting upon 
benches; in the midftof the hall was a 
fquare platform, railed round, fimilar 
to a fmall ftage. There was no orna- 
ment to fix the eye, nor any mufic to 
catch the ear, a profound filence re- 
mained.' 

* Why,* faid Alogos to Parecho, * is 
the place painted black. — Have you na 
priefts — no mufic ?' 

* There was once very fine paint-- 
ings,* faid Parecho, * repreCenting the 
miracles in Egypt and the Wildernefs,, 
but it was feared by the philolbphers 
that thefe lymbols would" recal to mind 
the God of their fathers,, which they 
wifhed to expunge from the human 
foul. — :We ufed ta have fine mufic ; 
but the muficians could not be. paid',, 
^ and 
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and the \vhole art fell rapidly to decajr, 
for who would or could attend to the 
acquirement of flkill, when all their re* 
ward was a bare exiftence. As to the 
old priefts, they were deemed to have 
cnflaved the people, by darkening their 
minds with fuperftition, and indulging, 
themfelve&inlicentioufnefs; fo that they 
were moft of them deftroyed, and the 
left mingled with the people/ 

A perfbn now moved from the crowd*^ 
and mounting the ftage, made aa ora- 
tion for half an hour upon morality^ 
political juftice, and the great book of 
Nature, where he afferted every thing; 
was to be learnt that was worth, know*-^ 
ing: he concluded with declaring, a- 
gainft the power of revealed religion^, 
to check the crimes of men, aflert- 
ing^ that morality was every thi^g,, andl 
th^ light of nature the real ftandard q£ 
viriuci 

L 6 The 
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The people ihi^i^ w£ted fome ttime^ 
4^4 no one .v^lfc coming forward, they 
difperfed.to ^aik in the fiekb^ the d^ 
being an holiday. 

Our philbfophers likewife quitled'die 
city, following at a diftance the orator^ 
^vho had harangued about moTality;— 4. 
They entered a grove oT trees where 
they fat down, converfing on politics. 
A young woman was walking in the 
.grove, tO'wbom the moralift advanced, 
^nd feemed to jirefs her to fomethinjg 
.fbe objeQed. He wa^s proceeding te> 
Violence, ^hen a young man fprungup- 
on hitn ; they both fell to the ^round^ 
but the omtor being ^the 'ftrongeft, rdfe, 
^nd'with a long knife ftabfeed the youth 

^to^ the heart, and ran awiay. 

..' ,^ 

- ^ Hcfrrid ! * cried Do6lor Atogos, * i» 
thefe no tneans of puriifliing the mon- 
iter?* 

VThis 



I 



5 Thisnian/ faid Pai^)3ho ind|giiant>i. 
ly,' ' is a refoFOTcr df the people, ^n& 
fucb the confequence of his doftrine. 
If you deftroy in the mtnds of mfcn the 
faelief of an avenging and itifiiiite Pow*-. 
er, you give loofe to every paffion;io the 
cgrrupted heart of man. — It is not pof- 
iible to bring this wretch to juftice, be- 
caufe no e7^mittcai/:has the i power of life 
land death, unlefs it is done in a private 
niannper, by way of retaliation :*— befid^ 
it is contrary to political juftice, that 
-any 'pafi offence fliould be puniftied by 
-coercion.* 

* Very true,' faid Stupeo, ' that I 
taught the people of England.- — But he ' 
.might be-fined — no. man, or body of 
'men, can have anght to punifh with 
'^eath.* 

* But hew will you fine a man who has 
no property, and where all are equals— 

and 
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and what could be done with the fineP 
You would foon deftroy equality.' 

• But you might imprifon him/ faid 
Frederick, * to prevent hi& doing the 
fame again/ 

• Impoffible/ replied P;arecho. — ^ My 
dear Sir, hear the opinions of our great 
philofophers. The body is perpetuaUy 
changing — the foul of man becomes 
every moment a different being : fo thai 
were we to put this man in prifon, to^ 
morrow we Ihould be confining a to»- 
tally different being,, wholly innocent o£ 
the crime.* 

• Very good/ replied DoQor Alogos, 
* the fafbionable Mr. Hume has made 
mofl of the^ouw^ men converts to thefe 
very doftrines in my country. So that, 
notwithflanding I can rccollea a friend 
or a wife for twenty years back, they 

are 
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are not the fame perfons, I and they 
are changed, transformed, and renewed, 
iiobody knows how often : and Mr. 
Hunie, who finifhed the effays, was not 
the Mr. Hume who wrote the treatife 
on Human Nature. So Alexander the 
Great, who was the fon of Phih'p of 
Macedon, was not the Alexander the 
Great who fubdued Greece by his flat- 
teries, nor him who overthrew the 
Perfians*' 

« Such being the cafe/ fafd Parecho, 
• it is plain, that there can be no pu- 
nifhments without they are corporeaF, 
nor any corporeal punifhment without 
infringing political juftice : you cannot 
reftore the injury done id fociety, by 
committing an outrage in the article of 
ptmiihment/ - 

* Then crime may be done With itja^ 
punity^' laid Do6lor Alogos. 

• What 
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* What a delightful country^' xried 
Stupco. * I will never quit it. The 
human mind isiiere in;per£e(3; frieedoo^. 
At length, oiy dear Frederic;>k, we 
Jiave found the p^ce where our ^pFUiu 
ciples are pra£li<;able» where ^truth and 
philjQfpphy ihines rwith >beams of era»- 
diating fpl^ndour, and the dignity «if 
human nature is unfQpbifticatiQd \'m i^ 
jpurfuits/ , 

* Would that I were once more in 
England with my dear Itaura, if the 
children of .nature .have. not .roLirderedi 
her/ faid the Dodtori with a deep 
%h. 

Fredericjc knew not what to ihink.j 
»his fenfes frequendy contradifted the 
profound Stupeo> and often led him to 
think his tutor in the wrong; but the 
philofophical difquiGtions* the grand 
doctrines of the greateft -gpod, and 

the 
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the elegant RomaRce of Polilical Juf- 
tice, inclined him again to the orew 
philofdphy. 

Our vagabonas r&utnt&m (he ciry, 
vhen they became huhgfy. — StupeO 
•grumbled very much to find only coarfe 
breafl atid fruits, with dfear wdterv-— 
^ Hfeive you no ftfrmetited liquors/ faid 
•he, ^mo fpirits?* 

* No/ arifwered Paredho : * fpirlcs 
could not be the uniVerfardrink, inde- 
pendent of the labour to procure them: 
•they are, therefore, 'Unallowable in a 
ftafe of equality. At 'fiifft, when they, 
^ere diftributed according 'to ^very 
on^'s pledfure, the ftreers wert ^iHe& 
"With drunkard's. Nature never defign- 
ed men to drink liquid fire.* 

« At leaft,' faid Frederick,^ I fcould 

think 
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think animal food would give variety to 
your table/ 

* What/ replied Parecho, • rear ani- 
mals on purpofe to deftroy them. Na« 
ture never tells us any fuch thing — we 
ufed formerly to have excellent oxen, 
but fince labour has been equally di- 
vided, no body will undertake to breed 
them ; and the fpecies is become al- 
moft extin£t; befide, no one would 
take the unpleafant office of bulcher, 
where there was no reward/ 

• Human life,* faid the Doftor, is 
( not worth enjoying, when we thus li- 
mit our purfuits — the very peafants in 
my country enjoy infinitely more advan* 
tages : and what does any govern- 
ment fignify, if in reality men are not 
benefited^, the intelleds expanded, and 
their gratifications increafed ?' 

* It 
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• It is a faire taftc/ faid Stupeo^ 
^ which has introduced animal food: 
and if we do indulge in it, why not eat 
it raw ? — Nature, had flie intended we 
ihoutd feed upon drefled dilhes, would 
have produced animal* ready roafted 
and boiled/ 

* And why not,* faid Parecho^ • have 
loaves and cakes ready baked> grow up« 
on ftsilks in the field: all this is a devia- 
tion from nature, and very abfurd in 
great philofophers to follow. But feri* 
oufly^ what is this jargon about na- 
ture ?-— What is nature ?* 

• Why, nature,* anfwered Stupeo, 
* is that which every man fees with his 
eyes — ^it is vifible at firft view to all un- 
derftandings — it is the influence of 
rational principles impinging upon 
men, aftions palpable to every com- 
prehenfion : — It is derived from the 
fingle letter N, — ^Takethe Latin words 

nafcor* 
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I^afcor^ natus, natura^ and the Fsench 
ne» for born, analyfe.thon^ aud you 
vill find that 

Afcor being but a f^equent^vc^ 
Atas'a.CQzninon idiomaiic expreffioOf 
Atura the fame^ 
e the fame, 

reduces all the fe W9rds to^the fingle 
letter N,, which x^tffersaio &n£es mStorc 
the el|[xtic fyJIabk ^, cut ^off .b>y ihe 
ufual tendency of languages 09 cod- 
tradion, or to^qphony, you Iv^e ige^r- 
afccr, geN^aiu^^ gCN^lura^ ge^i^^^ s in 
which^cw. .the radical of g^naratisM:, »q( 
kind, of beginmng, and otf hufi4i^e^ 
more, gives a clear fenfe, and confe- 
(jqueixtly are derived from €svwAm **nhu3 
nature fignifiefi beginning, vor be^t- 
•dng^ fo that to a£i according 4q .99- 
lure, is to begin, to beget, to iprodufie, 
iivhich is according to the lig|it of ;i;^fi[>n 
and nature/ 

♦^Ejyin^qg^aiLDifilonaiy. 

« But 
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* But what is the light of nature?' 
cried Doftbr Alogos •— .* We know the 
genuine meaning^ of the word,' but you 
apply to nature a ferfonatity : you make 
a' mere aUramxi aBivt being; fuch are 
the confequenccs of applying terms, 
wlien the real meaning of the word is 
not underftood ; and thus we go to deny'^ 
a Creator^ and place in his ftead not a 
power, not a being, but an abfolute 
action^ calted a beginning or a beget- 
ting, 'Thus to exprefs ourfelves clear- 
ly, we fhould fay. The aB of beginnings 
reaches us to prefer good for evil. The 
aS of beginning has produced all things. 
Thus we fhould avoid the abfurdity of 
confouhding' an aft with the perfon of 
the adtor, for even a new philofopher 
would ftartle, if, in place of faying man 
can be no longer happy than while he 
lives according to nature, we were to 
fay — man can b* no longer happy than 
while he lives according to the a3 of bt-^ 
ginning. Let the worfliippers of the 
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a8 qf beginning, or nature, remember the 
advice of Mr. Lock^ to be perfectly ac- 
quaunted with the meaning of words they 
begin to dilpute about^ and not over- 
throw fociety with a cant jargon of equi- 
vocal expreflion. But we are now 
plunging into the profound and muddy 
abyfs of metaphyfics^ and ihall lofe 
ourfelves in the darknels/ 

* How do you marry in this country 
of equality ?' faid Frederick : ^ Is it a 
civil or religious ceremony?* 

• It cannot well be called either,* 
replied Parecho. * At the firft efta- 
bliftiment of equality, every man gave 
a full fway to his paffions, and in one 
week there was fcarcely a maid above 
fourteen. The labour of the females, 
as I itiformed you before, rendered 
them very indifferent obje6ls to the 
young men, and it was judged a devia- 
^^n from equality, that one man fliould 

have 
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have a pretty wife, and another an ordu 1 

nary one. It was propofed that all 
young people, arrived at the age of mar- 
riage^ ihould once a year aiTembie, and 
the nearefi qfjlaturc divided into parcels,^ 
each calling lots for his partner : — ^they 
are then deemed married, and if they 
have childrep cannot be difunited; but 
if they have not, they may, by mutual 
confent, change every year, becaufe the 
number of the people are the ftrength 
of the republic ; thus we attempt to in* 
creafe population, while we fmother the 
principles of vitality.* 

^ Have you any mode of punifhing 
adultery V inquired Stupeo. 

* No ; the will of the fex is free, and " ' 
were it not a matter of policy, no man 

would marry/ 

* That is as it Ihould be/ faid Stu- 

peo: 



peo: ^ if the rick of the old vuaM 
knew of this UeQed ipot, you woi^ld 
have no reafon to covoflw of tbe de^ 
cay of your people/ 

< No gva& grows in our highwa]^* 
faid Parecho; ^ licentioafnefs^ amt de* 
baochery wilt never increalie or improve 
the human fpecies ; the people muft 
have a tafte for domeAic enjoyineBts ; 
a hope muft he excited of reward for 
the rearing of an o£Fspruig» or natiural 
affeftion will do very littk.* 

* You Ihall go with me to England/ 
faid Dodtor Alogos ; * you fliall fee 
there the remains of conjugs^i afFedtioiij, 
and the virtues which ftill linger in 
Europe s you ihall tell the peopk; the 
elFe6is of this horrid and isnpradlkal^le 
fyftem of equality.* 

* Impoffible/ Tud Parecho.; « a man 

who 
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who is really a patriot^ vill not abandon 
his country when it is in danger. The 
hour may come when the people will 
awake/ and they will need fome one to 
direQ their rifing hopes/ 

^ I will return/ cried the Doftor, 
* that I may at Lead (et my example 
before them^ and would to God they 
could fee the precipice to which they 
are blindly ftraying, and open their eyes 
to the private views and interefts of 
thofc raifcreants who are fhaking the 
torch of fedition in their face, while 
they feek only an opportunity of pick- 
ing their pockets.' 

Stupeo made a long oration againft 
leaving the country^ where the new 
philofophy completely triumphed, pro- 
tefting if they had but a little brandy,, 
he would prefer it to any fpot on the 
earth ; and Frederick, who was nearly 

Vol. II. , M afliamed 
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afliamed of his former opinions, con* 
frated to fdlow the Doftor* 

Having taken leave of Parecho, they 
returned by thfe way they came, not a 
little ainufed with thofe naked philofo- 
phers, who were ftudying the public 
good, and working in ratio for the fup- 
port of equality. 

* It feems to roe/ faid the Dodor, 
• that to ftudy private good would be 
more advantageous : it is impoffible the 
public good can be eftabli&ed upon pri- 
vate evils/ 

They clambered the rugged moun- 
tains with difficulty, defcending again 
-to the forcfts of America. The day 
was extremely fultry, not a breath of 
air whifpered amongft the trees, and a 
firong fulphurous fmell exhaled around 
them. A thick haze overfpread the 
2 face 
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face of the hcajv^ens, jthrough wi^icli the 
fun appeared one moment purple^ aad 
the next violet. 

* Ob horrible r,,jc tied Stupeo: * what 
do I fee? The phenomefiie^ of .nature 
afiC: chaliging — the defolaldon of all^ 
tfciapgs Ja at hand/ . > — 

* What defolation ?* faid the DcBx^r 
calmly ; * are you frightened at your own 
ideas? or do you think this terene ha- 
bitation will diflblve? Do you believie 
in the Fevelations and prophe<:y ?' 

^ I&this a moment to talk of fuch 
tbin^/ faid Stupeo^ '* when au'i'nfta'nt 
may fwallow us alrve into the gulph of 
hell? Do you not feel the ground trem- 
ble beneath you ?* 

^ The ground tremble !' faid the 

Do6k)r; * what, have you an idea in 

M 2 your 
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your head of the ground being in cen- 
vuifions?* 

« An idea!' cried Stupeo; * can any 
0ian in hisfenfescalUbisan idea? Lodk 
at the dreadful appearance of the fun, 
and fay if that's an idea : fee how the 
trees bend — ^the earth mov^s like the 
waves of the ocean:— O God ! what will 
become of u&!' 

At thcfe words Stupeo cad himfelf 
upon the ground, which was agitated hy 
an earthquake^ and exhibited a rfcene 
tremenduoufly grand. The mountains, 
over which they had juft palfed, fplit 
with dreadful chafms, tumbling frag- 
ments of rocks broke from their beds, 
and rufibed into the plains, tearing all 
before them. The earth undulated 
like a moving lake — at the intervals^ of 
a few minutes, yawning with a frightful 
rient, and clofing wixh a dreadful con- 

cuflion; 
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cuflion ; a large favannah funk at a dif- 
tance^and a body of water^^overwhelm- 
cd it for even 

* Oh! omnipotent Being/ cried Doc- 
tor Alogos, falling on his knees, * pro- 
t«<St us from the furroiinding ruin — if 
faeh, 'O Preferver of mankind, be the 
confequence of fome trifling diforder 
irv nature, what would this world be if 
governed alone by chance? — It depends 
upon thee for ever for its exillence, and, 
if thy power be withdrawn, every atom 
will difunite, and the wind bear them 
like chaff through the regions of 
fpace.* 

* I acknowledge,* faid Frederick^ his 
eye gazing upon the dun face of the 
heavens j J I acknowledge there is a great 
and ETERNAL POWER, The phe^ 
nomenae of nature mud convince us if 
we are not fools, but it is eafy in a calm 
region/ where the feafons are fcarcely 

M 3 ruP 
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raffled by a ftonxi^ to doubt the exif* 
tence of aXjod» as men frequently doubt 
in their own minds^ whether they jBiall 
die before they arrive at an hundred 
while health floats in their veins.' 

* it is not fufficient,* faid DoQor 
Algos, * that we behold the wonder; 
of nature, thefe can only infpire our 
minds with the fublime and the terrific; 
we muft be taught firft by revelation, the 
great truths of reh'gion, and. then fiiall 
we find a confirmation in every particle 
of matter,* 

- For half an hour the (hocks of the 
earth continued, and the profoundeft 
filence fealed the lips of thefe philofo- 
pbers. Horror chilled their veins, and 
they expe&ed that the hour of final ven- 
geance was come, when the moft High 
flioald judge the world. By degrees 
the undulations became fainter; the 
ftartih^rocks remained in their beds, 

and 
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and the philofopbers fpund fufficient ^ 
courage to feat themfelves upon a frag- 
ment. 

* At this moment/ faid Frederick, 
' a folemn awe, a ftrange fenfation trem- 
bles through my frame — I feel that X am 
re-aflured, and I do not fear this fcene 
of defolation: — I would at this moment 
that I could believe in the immortality 
of the foul ; but we are told in the eigh- 
teenth century^ that it is a modern in* 
vention of Chriftianity.* 

< Like many other falfehoods which 
are delivered dogmatically,* faid the 
Doftor; * there are none greater than 
this. There is fcarcely a nation or 
people under the heavens who have 
not believed in it, though fome of their 
igngrant young men have pretended to 
fct it afide, merely becaufe it did not 
agree with the excefs of their paflions. 
Thofe people we call heathens, in the 
M 4 Elyfian 
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Elyfian fields, plainly tcftify their be- 
lief, which is as ancient as record can 
refer to.— Homer was no philofopher of 
the eighteenth century — but we might go 
higher than Homer, we might travel 
to the ages immediately fucceeding the 
deluge when the Noahchidac / fettled 
in the Median mountains, when the 
Cufliites hued out the mountains of 
Thebes into caverns, which exift to this 
day, an everlafting memorial of that 
great devaftation^ In thefe caverns, 
fafe, as they hoped, from another Qood^ 
and before thev dared venture into the 
plains (where they built the city of 
Thebes) they invented the myfteries of 
hyrogliphics to convey the facred doc- 
trines of their religion, which, doubt- 
lefs they received by traditions^ prior 4o 
the deluge*. In thefe hyrogliphics the 
Thebaic beetle had principal part, and 
was the emblem of immoriality for two 

• Bruce*8 Travels. 

reafons : 
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rc^fbns : the firft, becaufe, after the wa- 
ters of the Nilev fubfide, and leave the 
mud behind ; this infeft is thfe firft which 
appears/ and is thence emblematic of 
the refurreftion; and the fecond, be- 
caufe the beetle is the longeft lived of 
any infeft known, for exceeding the 
age of man. From thefe people de- 
fcended the Egyptians, the fathers of 
fcience. A colony alfo fpread eaQ;- 
ward^ and were the founders of the 
Hindoo nations, profefling the religion 
of Buddha or Boodh, who was the 
Hermes, or Mercury of the weftern, 
and thei Woden, Odin, or Gwoden of 
the northern world*. It is remarkable 
that all the primitive mythologies agree 
in every grand point, a$ the exiftence 
of a great Supreme, the creation, the 
immortality of the foul, and future re« 
wards and puriilhments. The AoviSui 

• See Maurice's veiy curious work of Indian 
Antiquities. 

' M 5 or 
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or DrutcU, who» ^cording to PIiny» 
took their name from ffv^ an oak^ 
though inhabiting the regions of the 
Norths yet agree in thefe points of re- 
ligion wilh the people of the torrid 
20ne. Were I to enter into the afton«» 
lihing difcuffion, which, of itfelf muft 
ftrikc the mind with amazement, we 
fliould perceive that the firft inhabitants 
of the earth had a pure religion, iiiu 
mixed widi fable, and that it is time 
wUdi has introduced amongft them 
fo many fiCkitious deities : but, to prove 
to you what I have faid, I will repeat to 
yoa part of a paffage relatiire to a future 
hei^en^ which is taken from the Ice- 
landic, and was the tradition of the 
ancient Celts, Danes, Scytheans, See. 
from whom the nations of Europe are 
de&ended* 

Speaking of the deftruftion of the 
world: — The fire confumes ivery ihingf 
and the flame reaches up to heaven ; hut 

frefently 
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frefently after, a new earth fprings up from 
the bojom of the waves, adorned with green 
meadows ; the fields there bring forth, 
without culture; calamities are there un^ 
known; a palace is" there raifed more 
Jhining than the fun, all covered with 
gold : this is the place that the jufl inhabit^ 
and enjoy delights for ever more. Then 
ihe powerful, the valiant, He who governs 
all things, comes forth from his lofty abodes 
to render divine jujlice — He pronounces 
decrees — He ejlablifhes the f acred dejlinies 
which fhall enAurefot ever\ 

' Such is the dodrine of thofe men 
we call heathens, whom we are told 
<>nly invented deities through fear. 
But let us one moment now, when the 
earth ceafes its concuffions aflc, if the 
point-blank affertion of the new philp* 

• See this jpaffage^ amongft many very lingular 
remtinA of antiquity^ in Mallet's Northern Anti- 
quities, 

M 6 fophers 
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fophers be true, when they tell us that 
the itninortaliiy of the foul cannot be 
traced from the Old Teftament.* 

* Prove that it can/ faid Stupeo ; — 
« prove that, and I will believe any 
thing/ 

« What do you fay of Saul and the 
Witch of Endorr^ faid the Doaor. 
•The very identical fpirit of Samuel 
was fuppofed to appear, which could 
not have been, if they believed the foul 
either a bundle of tranfient ideas with 
Hume, or mere matter. What do you 
fay of charmers and dealers with fami- 
liar fpirits? or in the Ecclefiaftes, 
chap. 3, V. 31^ where Solomon afts, 
who knoweth the Jpirit of a man that 
goeth upward^ and the ffirit of a beaft 
that goeth downward Xo the earth? But 
even more plain than all this, we read in 
the twelfth chapter of Daniel, Many of 
them thatjleep in the dujl of the earthjhdl 

" awake, 
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azvakCffame to everlafiing life, andfome to 
yhame, and everlafiing contempt.-^ln the 
4th chapter of Job, he fays. Then a^i- 
rit pafTed before my face, and the hair 
of my head flood up*. / 

. * But why,* faid Stupeo, * is not the 
Old Teftament as full in (his point as 
the New ? And why did not Mofes* 
law declare future rewards and puiiifli-. 
nients ?• ^ 

• The Old Teftament,' anfwfered the 
Doftor, * contains only the civil code 
of the Jews, holding up to them a deity 
who held fin in fo much abhorrence, 
that its effefts were entailed to the 
fourth generation. The fublime doc- 
trines of Chriftianity were referved for 
a greater than Mofes to promulgate; 
though it was evident the Jews, as well 

* The book of Job is reckoned one of the moft 
ancient by canonifts. 

as 
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as other nations^ believed the iinmor- 
tality of the foul/ 

• Why/ faid Frederick, * could you 
ever doubt^ when you feem fo capable 
of removing the doubts of others ?* 

^ Becaufe^* anfw^red Doflor Alogos^ 
^ tfae^ human mind is charmed with no« 
velty, and lofes folid reafon in the glare 
of plaufible Hypothefis. It requires 
refleftion to perceive that the philofo- 
phers of the prefent day arc fupremely 
ignorant, and to cover which, th'ey pre- 
tend to deny and difcredit. every relic 
of antiquity, by which they would 
plunge the world again into ignorance. 
What are the dead languages is a com- 
mon cry— they teach us nothing — we 
fhould be ftudying man : but, how pray 
are we to ftudy man j^^^man, who is a 
creature of experience, when we deftroy 
the experience of ages ? I have aftually 
heard a public charader^ a man of the 

literary 
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literary world maintain^ that all th« 
claffics were mere forgeries of the fifth 
century, and that he did not believe 
there eVcr exifted fuch perfons as 
Homer, Dcmofthcnes, See.' 

The face of the iky by dec^rees be* 
- came ferene, and the vagabo(ids bent 
their courfe by the altitude of tkt fun. 
Stupeo fupported his principles With 
more vehemence than ever, and ridi- 
culing his late trepidation, he affertcd 
that it was a mere accidentar impul- 
fion of the animal oeconomy, arifing 
from the a£lion of the air in its per^ 
turbed ftate, and had nothing in com- 
mon with his rational faculties, and the 
grand principles of truth and reafon, ^ 
and univerfal man. , 

Frederick revolved in (ilence the 
words of Doftor Alogos — he fhuddered 
at the remembrance of his former ac** 
tions, and would have openly dere- 

naed 
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lifted from his profeffions, had he not 
been afhamed of the reproaches of Siu- 
peO) who perpetually declaimed againft 
that imbecility of mind, which, having 
once felt the force of reafon, and the 
grand light of truth,- returned again to 
fuperftition and ignoi^nce. 

To thefe taunts Do£lor Alogos fteadi^ 
ly replied, that, to Jay he had changed 
his opinion, was only to fay he was wifer 
to day than he wasyefierday. 
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THE VAGABOND. fi^/ 



CHAPTER IX. 



STUPEO (JUITS THE WORLD IN A 

BLAZING IDEA AN UNEXPECTED 

MEETING, AND THE CONCLUSION 
OF WHAT IS NOT CONCHJDED. 

During many days, there philofdU 
phers wandered in the woods, till their 
ammunition was expended, and their 
fpirits exhaufted.— rThey had no means 
of» making a fire, and had for fome 
time devoured all their game raw, to 
the no fmall prejudice of a ft ale of na- 
ture — for even Stupeo himfeif allowed, 

that 
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that the idea of provifions drefied^ was 
better than the idea of them raw. — 
Their bodies were worn out with fatigue 
and want: and they were.fo miferable^ 
as to deGre death as a relief. 

For three days they tafled nothing 
but water, and a few berries which grew 
wild, — Their cloaths were partly worn 
fronv their backs, and the remnants 
were animated with living multitudes : 
— a fevere fever burnt in the veins of 
Frederick, and but for the ftea<ly en- 
couragement of the Doftor, he would 
have funk by the way: — their beards 
were grown to a philofophical lengthy 
and take ttiem all in all> they appeared 
truly the vagabond children of nature. 

In this forlorn condition, Stupeo ut- 
tered curfes with volubility, arraigning 
the conduft of Providence, if fuch there 
really were. 

Doaor 
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Jyo&or Alogos endeavoured to in- 
fpirc him with patience, obferving, that. 
Providence was not to blame, as them- 
felves had wilfully plunged into the wiU 
dcrnefs in fearch of an ignusfatum. 

When they were all nearly at the laft 
exertion, they were overtaken by a tribe 
of Indians returning from an expedi^ 
tion againft another tribe; and as they 
could make no defence, ihey became 
prifoners without a flruggle, Thefe 
men or nature having fed them with a 
J>afteof poundted Indian corn, tied their 
hands behind them, and, notwithftand* , 
ing they were every moment at the 
point of fainting, urged them forward 
in a rapid march— poor Mungo fell 
down and expired, with the over-exer- 
tion ; but his fale did not move with 
falfe pity, the callous bofoms of thefe 
children of nature. 

Stupeo 
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Stapeo was almoil diftraded at his 
condition, though he obilinatel]^ isfi[t- 
edp that pity was a falfe feeling of weak- 
nefs in the human heart. Frederiek 
now ren[ieinbered^ that Roufleau. bad 
faid, * That pity was a natural fentiment, 
which moderates in each individual the 
adivity of< felf-love, concurring to the 
mutual prefervation of all the fpfccies. 
So wonderfully do great philofopheu 
contradid each other in the grand af- 
fair of immutable truth. 

On the following day they reached a 
little Indian village. — On fetting up the 
war-hoop^ a number of women and 
children came out to meet them, with 
fcreams and yells, furpaffing in variety 
and fublimity of tone, a chorus of an 
hundred cats howling by moonlight* 

* This is the mufic of a natural oar/ 
faid the Doftor — ^ but Stupco was too 

much 
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much abforbed in his execrations, to 
reply. T^hcfe great men were confined 
in a little hut, and had a plentiful re- 
pafl of bruifed Indian wheat and wa- 
ter/ — ' After all/ faid Stupeo, * thefe 
favages are b'etter than men in civi- 
lized life : this hut or prifon is whole- 
feme and clean, we arc not confined 
in a loathfbme dungeon— rthe light of 
nature is always pure, and the aftions 
of fimple men cannot fail to be juftj 
We only become morifters when we 
condemn ea^ch other to eternal flames 
for a bug-bear, or dfag each other 
to (lakes for the fake of religion. I 
am more than ever a fceptic : all ex- 
iftence is to my eyes a farce, a folly, 
an idea. Pain, pleafure, life, death, 
every thing is an idea, or Hume mufl, 
be wrong.* 

While he thus fpoke to his ijlent 
companions, an hideous howl and con- 
tinued 
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tinued roar of joy advanced towards 
them. It was night, and the Indians 
. drew near, dancing in rude figures^ with 
torches of pitch-pine^ blazing in the 
air. 

* Tbeie are very lingular ideas/ feid 
the Doftor ; ' if your ideas^ and my 
perceptions are alike, we fliall faa\«e a 
comfort^ie idesji of roafting/ y 

* I maintain^' fcid Stupeoi — *the door 
of the hut at that inflant ^i^as opened, 
and feveral black childrea of reafon 
dragged out the miferaUe.philofopher, 
and bore him triumphantly to a green, 
in the centre o^f the village. There 
they faftened him to a fiake, and Kick- 
ing his body full of pine-4nots, fct fire 
to the whole, which confumed the tni- 
ferable wretch with the mqft agonizing 
tortures, while the fons of nature danced 

, around him, mocking his cries, and en- 

couraging 
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couraging tbeir children to dart at him 
little pointed arrows*. 

Such was the termination of that en- 
lightened great man, who, while he 
lived, endeavoured to kindle the 
worlds and fet fociety in "a flame, 

• Note from Playfair's Hiftory of Jacobinifm, 
page 496. ' Amongft thcfe priibners it, e. 200 
whom ^e new philofopliere murdend at the grand 
Chatdet) was a woman who formerly fold flowers, 
and who in a fit of jealoufy^ had mutilated her 
lover, one of the French guards, in a vexy barba- 
rous a^d ihameful manner. She had been con* 
dcmned, but obtained a refpitc for fome time. — 
The rage of the murderers was redoubled on feeing 
the woman Who had thus murdered one of their 
companions: — flie was tied to a flake, her feet 
nailed to the ground, her breafls cut off with a 
fabre, and then tortured with lighted torches and 
pointed in{b:uments> in a more cruel and brutal 
manner than it would be fit to defcribe/ 

The learned may infer that favages arc much 
alike, all over the world, 

but- 
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but expired hiinfelf rn the midft of a 
blaze. 

• Alas r cried Frederick, in extreme 
agitation, * What is man ? A being in^ 
fluenced by cruelty and rapine ; — ^he is 
\^orre^tban the favage hyena of the de- 
fert, or the untamed tyger of the burn- 
ing fands. I fee with bitter convidion, 
that coercion and laws are neceflary 
to reftrain the arm of deftrudtion and 
violence: in the imperfeQ: nature of 
all terrene exiftences, no law can be 
made to deter the wicked, without be- 
ing a reftraint, or in fome inftances a 
grievance, to fome who are innocent. 
I fee that fociety, with all its draw- 
backs, poffeffes the greateft portion of 
real happinefs ; .and that half our mi- 
feries we bring on ourfelves, by en- 
deavouring to raife human nature fu- 
pcrior to itfelf.' 

^ I am 
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* I am afraid/ faid the DoElor, * it 
will be our turn next, Thefc wretches 
are ignorant of the laws of nations ; and 
they have not fufficient religion to teach 
€hem the duties of man to mam* 

Thus thefe two vagabonds, turn- 
toats, unworthy the great name, or glo* 
rious martyrdom of the immortal Stu- 
peo, who pcrifhed in the heat of his 
own ideas, bewailed the accident of a 
gentle roafting.— But the Indians had 
no fooner perfeflly reduced the great 
philofopher, metaphyfician, and politi- 
cian to the idea of a few cinders, than 
they advanced to the cottage, and dfag^ 
ged out the twoprifoners to renew their 
paftime, • 

As they approached the ftakes, they 
\^er.e bpfFetted on every fide by fevere 
blows from the delicate fifts of the la- 
dies, who, out of fpite at the fair fkin 
of the dirty, loufy, Frederick, bit and 

Vol, II. N pinched 
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pinched him with a very agreeable and 
fportive air. — Indeed^ if one might 
judge by their cries, they were even 
more delighted than the tender £uro- 
pean ladies who crowd to fee fome poor 
wretches extended on a gibbet, or tun 
fcreaming to contemplate an houfe in 
flames; or^ than the fair daughters of 
France, who danced the Carmagnole 
round the guillotine. 

While they were tying thefe vifiims 
to tbe ftake, and dancing round with 
their blazing torches, the report of a 
gun ft ruck them with coniiernation^ and 
a loud yell befpoke their defpair:— a 
fecond firfe which fent a bullet whittling 
amongft them, urged them to flight, and 
our heroes remained expofed to what- 
ever might enfue — a large fire gleamed 
on one fide of them, by the light of 
which they perceived feVeral pcrfons 
advancing, drefled in frocks, like Ame- 
rican hunters. 

2 They 
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They drew near with their rifles in 
their hands, and Teemed to ftar^ with 
aftonifliment when they faw two white 
men naked, and covered with dirt,~ 
^ Whoever you are,* faid Frederick, 
in a doleful voice, • hdiwe pity upon our 
iituation, and releafe us before thefe 
monfters return/ 

* Who are you ?' faid one of the 
ftrapgers, whofe hat was adorned with a 
feather — « Surely, I am no ftranger to 
your voice.* ^ 

* My name is Frederick Fenton.' 

* Frederick f enton ! * exclaimed the 
ftranger; * Of eternal Providence, 
what myfteries involve us finite beings? 
— Haft thou brought into the wildernefs 
of America the man I had mod reafon 
to abhor, and made me the inftruipent 
of his pjrefervation.— Me, whom be fo 

N 2 ^ cruelly 
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cruelly injured in the perfon of my 
AmeUa ?* 



* What/ cried Frederick, * are yoa 
Vernon? Point your rifle at me, and 
finifli at once the days of a mifcreant/ 

* No,' replied Vernon: • it is not for 
me to wreft vengeance to myfelf ; but 
how are you in this fituation ? GratHudc 
to youT father makes me almoft rejoice 
that I have faved his fon/ 

* Gratitude,' fighed Frederick. — * Ab, 
Vernon ! had I but felt i-t more early ; 
had I liftened to the common claims of 
nature and of fociety, I might have been 
a worthy member, — But the new fophif- 
ticated jargon of philofophy and im- 
pradicable liberty, had rendered me in- 
Jane. I have, however, been the pupil 

of experience, and have feen ihc aflies 
of Stupeo fcatter^d by the, wind.' 

Mwill 
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* I will return to fociety/ faid Ver- 
non : ^ it was the lofs of a woman which 
embittered it to me, and drove me a for- 
lorn wanderer in thefe woods ; where I 
have fortunately found another to fup- 
ply her lofs, and lead me again into the 
world, — I fancy, Frederick, ftie is not 
unknown to you; and if I may judge 
right, this is DoQor Alogos, her uncle.* 

* Can it be/ cried the enraptured man^ 
* that my dear Laura yet lives— is it 
ppffible (he has efcaped from thefe hor- 
rid favagcs?* 

* She now, I hope, waits us at your 
plantation,' replied Vernon, * where I 
left her to fearch for you, in company 
with thefe my friends ; though I con- 
fefs with very liuleexpeflation of find- 
ing you.* 

• Thou art too good: O Provi- 
dence I ' cried Alogos, Ihedding tears, 
N 3 * what 
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* what is man^ that thou art mindful of 
him?* 

* I am glad,* faid Frederick: — * I 
feel at this moment more fatisfadion 
than I have feh for year* — furely, 
there is fomething in virtue jiot to be 
defcribed — ^you will be happy Vernon, 
. with Laura — (he is formed for you^ 
and I rejoice that I did not fucceed in 
debafing her purity. I am tired with 
philofophy ; I deteft politics ; and I per* 
ceive, that, an equality^ the moft exa& 
and perfeft in refpeft of every moral and 
focial obligation, fprings from incqua^ 
lity itfelf.* 

• Have you heard lately from Eu- 
rope/ inquired Doftor AJogois ? « Yes/ 
replied Vernon : * I have news, that 
in Frederick's prefent fentiments, will 
increafe his fatisfadion. His mother 
yet lives 5 fee recovered with much dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty front her wound— but fhe mourns 
with her hufband the deviation of their 
fon/ 

* I will fly/ cried Frederick — ' I will 
caft myfelf at their feet, ami implore 
them to pardon me.* 

In lefs than a month, they arrived 
again in Kentucky, where they found 
population increafing with 'the numer- 
oeus emigrations, but unhappinefs and 
difcontent prevailed: for though the 
grounds which were cultivated were pro*. 
duQive, there was no channel for trade 
—and it fignifies nothing to a farmer, 
that his harveft is plentiful, if he has no 
market to meet his commodities. 

Taxes increafed, and every man was 
obliged to learn the military exercife, 
and Tcecp in check the predatory In- 
dians. 

Doaor 
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DoQor Alogos remarked, that the 
people of America were equally difla- 
tisfied with the people of England; and 
faw clearly, that no government would 
be univerfally approved, which was not 
to the exaft model and intereft of 
every private individual. 

At Philadelphia he fettled his ac- 
counts, and drew his money from the 
bank.-- Laura gave her hand to Ver- 
non ; and Frederick could not but feel 
a wifli, that he had fome amiable m^dd 
to unite her deftiny with his — ai\d by 
mutual good offices, fmooth the rugged 
road of life. He felt at that moment^ 
that the endearing and tender fmile of 
a modeft woman, has more real pleafure 
than the mofl: wanton blandiOiments of 
jpromifcuous intercourfe. 

The wind favoured their return to 
the land of genuine liberty, where there 
is not one man fo obfcure as not to pof- 

fefs 
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fefs a right, nor one man fo high, as 
not to be fubjeQ to the laws. 

Where the noble and the peafant are 
upon equality in the penal code, and 
no man can fuffcr for his crimes, but 
with theconfent of twelve of his equals, 
— a right . unknown to every govern- 
ment heretofore exifting— a right whkh 
checks at once the arm of power, bri- 
bery, or malice. 

DoQor Alogos threw himfelf upon 
the beach, while tears of pleafure gufh- 
ed from his eyes. — * Happy, happy 
(hores,* exclaimed he, * How few com- 
parative evils do you know. Unvifited 
by favage war — infulated from a trea- 
cherous and rapacious foe — untainted 
by peftilence, and at a diQance from the 
climes, where earthquakes and tornados 
in one moment fwallow up, or fwcep 
away the exertions of a century. — Thy 
lands arc never parched with the beams 

of 
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of a torrid fun, or gelid with the frofts 
of the polar circles : thou never fecleft 
the blaze of perpetual day, or the ftilU 
nefs of conftant twilight. Thy fields 
never fail in their produce^ and half the 
world brings the tributes of commerce 
to thy fhores — though \\ic fmallejl na- 
tion on earth in local territory » thy fitu- 
ation and the valor of thy genuine chil- 
dren, renders thee impregnable. Nor is 
there a fpot upon the univerfal globe, fo 
favoured by Mature, and fo bJeffed by 
Heaven. 

May then thy fair face never be 
blafted by the infidious attacks of 
felf-interefted- and ignorant empirics j 
may the mania of impraftidable politi-. 
cal dreams be difperfed by the furges 
of thy rocky fhores ; ?ind may thy fair 
daughters know, that miodefty and ma- 
ternal feelings are the chief ornaments 
of a celefti^l mind. Experience has 
qualified me to judge of learning, whofe 

refcarches 
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refearches have taught me the paucity 
of the human mind; taught me, that 
in this age ofreafon, in the eighteenth 
century, I may exclaim with the learn- 
ed and polifhed Socrates — * AH that I 
know is, that I know nothing.* 



THE END. 
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